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INTERNATIONAL AFFALRS 


ARAB LEAGUE SECRETARY GENERAL KLIBI DISCUSSES TALKS WITH MITTERRAND 
PM071457 Tunis L'ACTION in French 29 Oct 83 p 8 


[Unattributed report: "We Want France's Action in the Middle East To Be 
Increasingly Close to the Realities and Aspirations of the Region's Peoples"~- 
all quotemarks are as published] 


(Text } Following his (private) meeting with Arab League Secretary General 
(hedli Klibi, President Francois Mitterrand received the representatives of 
the Arab states, including PLO representative Hakam Balawi, in the Assaada 
Palace in La Marsa Thursday evening [27 October]. 


During that audience Mr Chedli Klibi delivered a speech in which he stressed that 
although President Mitterrand'’s visit to this country, which is an Arab League 
member, is taking place, as I can confirm, in an atmosphere of friendship and 
mutual confidence between France and Tunisia, it coincides with a particularly 
worrying international situation, and with the tragedy which has just hit dozens 
of French families--a tragedy which we feel and which deeply afflicts us. 


"But this visit which you are making to a country which belongs to the Arab com 
munity,’ he said, “should provide an opportunity to assess the situation in the 
Near East, where France has played an important role in the past and where it 

is still taking action which we would like to be increasingly dynamic and closer 
Lo the realities and aspirations of the region's peoples and, to be honest, 

Lo conform to the ideals of justice, peace, and progress, which are the ideals 
which France has brilliantly upheld on the international stage, especially 

since the establishment of the Fifth Republic.” 


[he secretary general also pointed out that the Near East is, as you know, one 
of the reyzions of the world in which the absence of justice, peace, and hence 
progress is most cruelly felt, and he continued: What about justice? An 
entire people, numbering more than 4 million people, one of the most highly 
developed in the Third World, are deprived of their homeland and of the right 
to Live there, fully enjoying their legitimate rights, as any other people, 
even the tinlest people, in Asia, Africa, and Latin America are allowed to do. 
You know the reasons for this humiliating condition to which the Palestinian 
people have been reduced as well as we do, and there will, therefore, be no 
need for me to stress them. 








But is it Logical that Europe and the United States should continue to support 
the attempts by a state created by the international community to prevent that 
ommunity from rendering justice to a martyred people who have been driven to 
despair? Mr Klibi also asked, and he stressed that despair lies in wait for 
the Palestinian people, who are seeing their struggle for justice and dignity 

come up against the wall of Israeli intransigence and the international 
community's powerlessness to change the course of events enabling them to 
determine their future, freely and without constraint. 


In this connection the secretary general stated that the consequences of such 
despair would be disastrous for the region and for the peace and security of 
the peoples living in it. There can be no historical justification for the 
behavior of powers which are capable of taking action to prevent this Near East 
region from sinking into chaos, and of preserving peace there by putting an end 
to the expansionist machinations of Israel--a country whose official borders 
nobody yet knows and which is obstinately trying to extend its military, 
political, and economic hegemony over ail the countries in the region. 


He also stressed that the United States could do so, and thus bears the 
greatest responsibility in this respect. 


But the European countries, which are linked by preferential ties to both 
the United States and Israel, have considerable means of action. 


Of course we know, he continued, that our friends often criticize us for what 
they call the Arab disease. 


But what community of states in Westem or Easter Europe, in America, or in 
Africa enjoys complete harmony of views? Although the Arab states argue among 
themselves about so many questions they are, nonetheless, in agreement on the 
essential point: the need to take the right of peoples to self-determination 
as the basis for settling the Palestinian problem, which remains the central 
problem in the Near East and which has increasingly poisoned the situation 
throughout the region because no solution has been found to it for several 
decades. 

[he Arab states’ position is now clear and unambiguous, Mr Klibi stated, and 
Fes plan shows that our states, and the PLO itself, are prepared for a 
lasting peace respecting international law. 


It is Israel which is not really prepared for that. It is Israel which has 
rejected all the peace plans--the Rogers plan, the decisions adopted by the 
United Nations following the October 1973 War, the Fes Arab Plan, and President 
keavan's proposals. Israel still refuses to fulfill the Palestinian people's 
legitimate aspirations and to withdraw from the Golan Heights, Jerusalem, and 
the occupied Arab territories. 


[t is primarily to Israel, the league secretary general continued, that Lebanon 
wes its present tragedy, not only because it was the Jewish state which created 
the Palestinian problem, but also because it constantly interferes in that 
country by all possible means in order to break up a society which had hitherto 
een a model of stability, reason, and fratemity. 








Your past is that of a great campaigner for freedom and cooperaticn among 
mations, he said. As I had the honor to inform you at the Elysee, your 
Mexico appeal aroused deep emotion but also great hope in us. We understood 
it as being addressed to all peoples struggling for a better future, without 
discrimination and without exception. You said to the cabinet just yesterday 
morning: “Law is indivisible. International society is based on principles 
which have the same value everywhere, particularly on the right of peoples to 
determine their own future.” 


By supporting Iraq, which is carrying the burden of a war from a different age 
for the fourth consecutive year and which has said that it is prepared to 
accept a ceasefire, you were anxious to promote peaceful solutions. 


In conclusion, tie secretary general stressed that the Arab nation, which has 
feelings of friendship and respect for France, would like to hope that the 
qualities of determination and courage which you have, Mr President, will be 
placed in the service of a great and just cause in word and deed, in accordance 
with the ideals on which France's influence was built. 


At the end of the audience Mr Chedli Klibi said that the conversation had related 
mainly to the situation in the Near East. 


We discussed last Sunday's painful events, he said, and I assured the president. 
of our sincere condolences. We also discussed the current situation in Lebanon 
and the etforts we are both making to help that people and that fratermal 
country to overcome its problems.” 


He also said that he stressed the need for a peaceful settlement, accepted by 
all, of the Palestinian problem, which remains the central problem in the Near 
East, stressing that the situation is growing worse in that region of the world 
because this problem has not been settled in accordance with international 

law. 


That is why, he said in conclusion, we hope, as I told President Mitterrand, 


that the international community, and the EC in particular, will take more 
dynamic action to achieve that. 


CSO: 4500/18 





ISLAMIC AFFAIRS 


NEW SECRETARY OF MUSLIM WORLD LEAGUE DISCUSSES LEAGUE'S ACTIVITIES 
London AL-MAJALLAH in Arabic No 190, 1-7 Oct 83 pp 67-68 


[Intervlew with Dr ‘Abdallah Nasif, the new general secretary of the Muslim 
World League, by ‘Abd-al-'Aziz al-Tamimi: "Saudi Arabia Has Set Up a 
Printing Press in al-Madinah To Print Millions of Copies of the Noble Our'an 
Which Will Be Distributed in the World”; date and place not specified] 


[Text] "The task is difficult and the responsibility great. The urgent 
Islamic issues need much work and effort. What is required is a unifted 
voice and follow-up on our efforts, so that all the hopes and aspirations of 
the Muslims will be achieved." With this short introduction, Dr ‘Abdallah 
"Umar Nasif, the new secretary general of the Islamic World League, spoke 

to us. He was recently elected, after having been nominated by the 
constituent assembly of the Islamic World League in al-Makkah. 


AL-MAJALLAH met with Dr Nasif after the closing session of the constituent 
issemblv of the Islamic World League. The assembly adopted a number of 
resolutions dealing with supporting the Muslims and banishing the conflicts 
between them in the various corners of the world. We asked Dr Nasif: 


[Question] How can these resolutions be translated into actions and deeds? 


[Answer] As you know, the Islamic World League is a popular organization 
which has been trying, since it was founded in 1382 AH, to achieve the great 
and glorious goals given it by the religious scholars and leaders of the 
Muslims, for the sake of spreading the message of Islam, coordinating efforts 
in the area of proselytization, providing aid and assistance to Muslims in all 
areas of the world, distributing Islamic books, setting up schools, 
educational and religious institutes and libraries, opening mosques, 
hospitals and cultural offices, distributing copies of the Holy Qur'an, 
combatting the Christianization of Muslims in many Islamic countries, and 
aiding the Muslims in their struggle against colonialists and the enemies 

of Islam. Moreover, we think that every one of these responsibilities is 
momentous. However, the Islamic World League is working hard to realize 

all these goals and fulfill all these responsibilities. Praise be to God, 
may He be exalted, the League has been able to achieve a lot in these areas. 














[Question] How do you arrange your workin priorities with respect to 
these great goals? 


[Answer] In truth, we know that Islamic proselytization needs a lot of 
assistance to help and support it. For example, Christianization operations 
and other destructive kinds of proselytization which must be stopped do 

not succeed through sermons and preaching. The enemies of Islam have been 
able to understand this point. They have preceded us in providing many health 
and educational services such as schools, hospitals, farms, and scientific 
and vocational institutes. Thus, they have provided Muslims and non-Muslims 
with clothing, food and work. Then, when they have gained their confidence 
and gotten close to them, they have offered them their revolting messages. 
Therefore, the League has been active in this field. It has tried and is 
trying to provide our refugee brothers and the Muslim communities in Somalia, 
the Sudan and Afghanistan, as well as other Muslim communities in great 

need of medical, social and educational assistance, with some projects. This 
is done through the Islamic Committee, which set up the League, and with 

the support of the Saudi government and some other agencies. There is no 
doubt that it is incumbent on wealthy Muslims today to take the initiative in 
volunteering whatever funds they can afford, so that the relief committees 
will be able to exert their constant efforts in this area. There are also 
many Islamic institutions in Indonesia, Africa and other places, which need 
this kind of support. 


Perhaps I'm adding nothing new when I say that the Christian organizations 
and institutions receive huge contributions every day from rich people 

and companies in the West. This supplies the missionary organizations with 
the money they need to set up churches and the resources required for 
hospitals, schools and factories. In this way, they attract Muslims to 
their religion. 


[Question] There is no doubt that the missionary organizations have been 
able to create proselytizers for their principles from learned people and 
specialists in many areas. There are doctors, engineers, teachers, etc. 
What has the league done in this field? 


(Answer} In fact, the League has set up a center and an institute for 
scientific training and proselytization. Its headquarters is in al-Makkah 
and it is supposed to turn out proselytizers from all parts of the Islamic 
world. We have paid attention to just the points you mentioned. We laid 
down the condition that anyone wanting to study at the institute had to be 
qualified on the university level in one of the various scientific fields. 
Thus, he has to be a physician, an engineer, etc. If the student is accepted, 
he is taught by excellent scholars who give him lectures on the religious 
sciences and fields of knowledge, as well as on the ways of thinking which 
are opposed to Islam and the method for combatting them. The student is 
also given a broad and comprehensive notion of the issues of the age, along 
with the Islamic view of them. Then, after years of study, the student 
graduates, having gained a broad knowledge of the method and thought 
involved in Islamic proselytization. He is also completely conscious of his 
great responsibilities. Thereafter, each graduate is sent to the country 








from whence he came to be someone who calls others to God, may He be 
exalted. The League arranges numerous courses for proselytizers and imams 
in many parts of the Islamic world. These classes are held to treat any 
problems which exist and to provide the proselytizers and imams with the 
latest knowledge and information, so they can confront the vicious attack of 
the missionary organizations on the [Islamic world. 


The Characteristics of the Proselytizer 
[Ouestion] What characteristics do you think the proselytizers should have? 


[Answer] First, I must say that the time for the traditional method of 
proselytization has passed, in view of the new currents and the invasion of 
civilization and culture our modern age has seen. Then there is the revolution 
in the world of thought which has been wrought by the visual, audio and 
written means of communication. Thus, the proselytizer must be characterized 
by intellectual and cultural breadth. That is, in addition to his broad 
knowledge of the various aspects of Islamic jurisprudence, the Sayings of 

the Prophet, the Book, and the Way of the Prophet, he must be aware of 
numerous facets of culture, so that he will be able to reach the hearts and 
minds of the people and deal with the contemporary problems of their lives. 
In addition, he must work with all] the new and modern communicatior devices, 
as well as scientific and cultural devices, in addition to providing health 
and social services, etc. There is no doubt that the proselytizer'’s mission 
will not meet with success, even if all the things I mentioned just now are 
provided, unless he is cultured, dedicated to the work he is doing to please 
God and His Messenger, and ready to give of himself and his life for the sake 
of his proselytization. 


[Ouestion] You talked about the written word, while Islamic books are 
disappearing and losing ground in the area of distribution. How can this 
point be dealt with? 


[Answer] What you say is true. Islamic books have experienced a sort of 
retreat. A visit to one of the international book fairs will give you 
evidence of that. Islamic books in the sense we intend are not merely 
Arabic books, but books in the various world languages and in the local 
languages. Therefore, the League is committed to printing and distributing 
Islamic books until the Muslim readers’ need for books which speak about 
Islam's comprehensive doctrine, as well as culture, Islamic history and new 
ideas which have appeared on the Islamic scene and the world scene, is met. 


Distributing the Holy Our’an 
[Ouestion] What about printing the Holy Qur'an? 


[Answer] In truth, the printing of the Holy Our'an is the object of broad 
interest by many of the Muslims’ leaders. The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia has 
been in the forefront of the Islamic countries which have been greatly 
interested in printing the Qur'an. Therefore, it has set up an independent 
printing press in al-Madinah which will print millions of copies of the 











Holy Our'an, which will be distributed to all parts of the Islamic world. 

The League has many good projects for printing the Holy Qur’an, for which it 
receives a lot of contributions. We welcome any contributions from Muslim 
businessmen for the sake of achieving these projects, so that the League 

can confront the slogan which the enemies of Islam shout: the 
"Gospelization” of the Islamic world, which is to say the flooding of the 
Islamic world with millions of copies of the Gospels in its various editions. 


[Ouestion] ‘hat are the agencies and daughter organizations of the Muslim 
World League? 


[Answer] The League has many daughter agencies, including the Supreme 
Council for Mosques, the World Islamic Jurisprudence Center, the General 
Secretariat of the General Secretariat of the World Islamic Organization, 
the World Islamic Coordination Council, the Supreme Council for Islamic 
Information, and the Center for Islamic Education. The League also has offices 
in many Arab and foreign countries. Some of these countries have given it 
diplomatic status. The League is also a member of the Islamic Conference's 
Organization for the Social and Economic Section, and it has observer status 
in the Islamic Summit Conference. Through its participation in these 
organizations, the League tries to represent the viewpoint of the Islamic 
peoples. 


[Question] What is the task of the World Islamic Jurisprudence Center? 


[Answer] Its task is to expose and study the entire situation the Islamic 
world faces, using modern tools, and to make clear the judgments of the 
[Islamic shari’ah, with guidance from the Book and the Way of the Prophet. 
[t is also supposed to revive and disseminate the heritage of Islamic 
jurisprudence, in addition to printing the most essential books on the 
subject and composing a general, comprehensive, expanded lexicon of Islamic 
jurisprudence. The center is composed of six committees: the legal 
terminology committee, the legal heritage committee, the scientific research 
committee, the drafting committee and the contemporary studies committee. 
Numerous scholars from the various parts of the Islamic world make up the 
center's membership. 


CSO: 4404/79 








BelD FOR sUFULATION GROWTH CONTROL, BIATH CONTROL MEASURES STRESSED 
Algiers -L MOUDJAHIL in French 30 Oct 83 p 3 
LArticle oy ie Zest “Lemographic Growth in Harmony W ith Development” | 


_lextj) Control of demographic growth is at the same time a 
family, social and economic imperative, just as the rate of 
the demographic growth mist be in balance with that of economic 
development. 


Having a detailed knowledge of the population and its growth 

rate makes it possible to check on and evaluate the socio-economic 
development plans; also, the needs of education and teaching, 
nealth, employment stimiated by improvement in living conditions, 
and availability of funds all require demographic expertise in 
order to deal with then. 


from the general report on the S-year plan, 1980-1944: "The demographic phenom- 
enon is, because of its scope, the main yardstick by which the objectives, content 
and value of the economic and social policies are determined.” 


The economic and social plan, whose goal is a better iife and meeting national 
demand for roods and services, cannot ignore nor overshadow an active and deter- 
mined policy of demographic control. 








seneral anc Joncrcete Action 


An action program setting the broad lines and the main activities of a policy 

for control of dumozraphic growth was completed by the government on 20 February 
1953, in accordance with the recommendations of the fourth congress and the 
special party coneress. All political levels--ministcrial, sectorial, or party-- 
are involved. ‘nis is because the direct or indirect implications of anarchic 
demographic growth, individually and collectively, on the well-being and flourish- 
ing of tne family, the quality of life, as well as the ability and opportunities 
for the national economic structure to satisfactorily meet the social needs 
clearly call for veneral and concrete action to estaclish the conditions for 
demographic control. This is reaffirmed in the general report on the S-year 

plan that statess “Active meeasures to lower the birth-rate have become an essent- 
lal course toward improving effectiveness in tuilding our economy and being able 
to respond ina lasting manner to the population's social needs.” 


Birth contro) is « process that takestime to introduce, witn medium- and long-term 
results, and is above all delicate in that it affects the profound tases of the 
family, of the society. That is why birth contro] is left to the free judgment 
and desire of families, and is assigned a priority on the level of preventive 
health measures for mothers and tabies,. 
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Hence, the fourth party congress stressed"the necessity, within the cont«xt of 
world nealth policy, of paying particular attention to protection of the mother 
and child, in order to achieve an equilibrium of the family in relation to 4a 
iemograpnic increase in harmony with the rate of growth of our economy.” 


Tne action program approved by the cabinet (20 February 1983) recommends three 
directions of activity: development of the basic infrastructures and supply 
organization to support the efferts in spacing of births; promotion of inform- 
ation, education, and consciousnese-raising to create conscious support by tre 
largest majority of the population, especially rural population, for the goal of 
controlling fertility, and also by changing the social values on fertility 
embedded in tne mentality; and third, organization of study and researcn activities 
concerning tne factors in the demographic growth and their effect on social and 
economic development. Although Algeria's population has doubled in the last 20 
years, the demographic explosion is still to come judging from study of the comp- 
osition and trends of the population. In 1982, tne under-20 element represented 
57.3 percent, while the under-15 element was 46.2 percent of the population. The 
number of women of child-bearing age was 4,214,273, compared to 3,600,000 in 1979. 


nOW can we make child-bearing a voluntary action and not an endured fate? It is 
a matter of resources, availability, and spacing of births, and also a satter of 
attitude, social values, and the within-family and outside-family status of women. 


Health Objectives 


It was not until 1967 that the first birth control center was established, and 
not until 1974 that a national program was initiated. Now there are 300 birth 

ntr centers, which were established in the absence of any legal mMsis 
(except for tne health code) for family planning, since the latter was not a 
declared, official government policy. 


family planning complements health objectives, because it is the more effective 
way of gaining the compliance of the concerned population group (couples). 


in this connection, note articles 119 and 120 of the health code on protection 
of mother and child. 


/iewed from the medical aspect, birth control, as experience has confirmed, helps 
reduce the disease rate and maternal and child mortality, and encourages wanted 
cirtns at the desired age, while at the same time commtting sterility. 


une important factor in acceptance and success of a birth contro! policy is the 
necessary transformation of the family and social status of the woman, the main 
one concerned. 


Also, the contraceptive approach is not always easy and acceptable to women, who 
often cite motivations that are more social than economic. Abstention (with 
nealtn as the justification) is also mentioned by mothers with many children as a 
contraceptive means. 


.nat is wny it is necessary to improve the material support for educating the public 
on birth ‘rol and the PMI'N expansion unknown} centers. General education of 
girls, occupational training, and the number of women working are also factors 

tnat promote consciousness-raising and application of the family planning principle. 
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Improvement of Jtatus jn the Family 


Comparative statistics on fertility in 1980 (babies to women) rank Algeria nighest 
in the world with 7.1, compared to 4.8 in India, 6.4 in iiorocco, and § in Tunisia, 


In 1950, according to government statistics more than 90 percent of recorded births 
involved illiterate women, while 58 percent of women marricd in 1940 were illiter- 
ate. 


At the age of 20, %.6 percent of women are married, thus establishing them in 
their primary social role as spouses and hence mothers, compared to only 9.6 
percent of the men (second population census of 12 February 1977). 


Birth control must unavoidably come about through improvement of the family and 
social status of women. As long as she is viewed and perceives herself only as 
the producer of children, she will not carry out family planning. As long as her 
only goals, her only feeling of worth, is in producing children, she will continue 
to do so, 


Birth control also implies availability, accessibility, compliance, and understand- 
ing of its implications, its goals, There are all the prejudices and taboos that 
have to be eliminated, for what contraception encounters is often ignorance and 

lack of information, much more than definite opposition. This information is even 
more necessary in that numerous women are resorting to traditional methods that 

are archaic, hazardous, unreliable, and dangerous to their health. 


A policy of demographic control and a program of family planning, so long lacking, 
have now been developed. Futting them into practice, translating them into real 
achievements, involves not only the government oryvanizations but families as a 
whole. it is quite a task. 

Constitution: The family is the fundamental unit of socicty. 


National Charters The National Union of Algerian women mist conduct a continuing 
work of consclousness-ralising, education and training. 


9920 
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SOCLALIST LABOR LEADER CALLS FOR END TO CURBS ON FREF EXPRESSION 


Cairo AL-SHA'B in Arabic 11 9et 83 p3 

[Article by Muhammad Hilmi “urads "Tne Government Must Fulfill Its ’rosise 
with Respect to the Enforcement of the Emergency Law" ] 

[Text] Although the povernuent, at the extraordinary session it had called 
on 1 Oetober to give apreenent to the extension of the state of eanercency 
for 4a third yeac, declared before the People’s Assembly that it had coiwite- 
ted inself last yeac not to use the exceptional powers stated in the 
emerzency law except in cases of armed terroc, stressing its connitment to 
this promise in the following yeac of the emergency, we find it incumbent on 
us, in order to realize the truth and to be fair to history, in the denand 
that the vovernment be faithful to the promise to which if committed itself 
before the People's Assembly, to set forth before the governnent, the 
People's Assembly and all the people a statement on instances when the 
governnent has used the energzency power in cases other than those of arned 
tecror, so that it may desist froin doing 30, especially since i* has 
leclared that it challenved Lone to] mention a single case! 


Herewith is a list of the most important of these cases: 


“irst, proscription of the issuance of certain newspapers, 11 spit 
restoration of their permits by judiciary rulings 


Amony, the odious decrees issued on 5 Septenbec 1961 was President Anwar 4l- 
Sadat's Decree 494 for 1981 cancelling the pernits granted to sone newspa- 
pers, and sequestecing their property and headquarters. One of these aewspa-~ 
pers was AL@-SHA'S, although it had been coming out without 4 perait, since 
i* spoke for a cecognized political party in accordance with the law on the 
system of political parties. However, haste was made in issuing decrees 


ALthout discussion or careful thought. 


These publications also included the magazine AL-DA'WAH, the inagazine AL- 
[*TISAM, and the magazine AL-MUKHTAR AL-ISLAMI, which are all Islamic publi- 
cations, the newspaper WATANI and the magazine AL-KARAZAH, which are Coptic 
publications, and in addition the magazine AL-MAWOLF AL-‘ARABI. 


L] 








The newspaper AL-SHA'B and the mapazine AL-MAWOIY AL-°ARABL started to 
ceappear after the decree shutting tl.em down had heen cancell2d by judiciary 
ruling. The other newspapers and magazines, which were celizious in charac- 
ter, were not pernitted to appear in spite of the judiciary ruling abroga-~ 
ting “epublican Deccee 494 for 1931. There is no disput that to abstain 

, r i 
from carrying out 1 judiciary ruling is to be considered a pinishable crime. 


However, it appeacs that the government, in making this prohibition, is 
basine itself on the emergency law. The issuance of periodicals is not dy 
any standard to be considered to lie within the caterzory of states of armed 
tercoc which permit the enforcement of the emergency law, in accocdance witn 
the govecnvuent’s commitment. However, the government can adopt the measures 
stipulated in ordinary law if any of these papers commits a crime against 
the publication [law] through articles or news it contains. 
Second, the imposition of censorship on publications in the city of Alexan- 
dria: 
merous co 1plaints have also been received from the city of Alexandria, 
some of whic were published in AL-SHA'B newspaper, regarding the presence 
of open official censorship on the presses there, with the result that they 
annot print any hook or publication unless it is subnitted to a state 
security investization officer for permission in advance, 
ne author, “Mc “itwalli al-Salmawi, an Alexandria lawyer, tried, after lie 
ud re ed his wit’s end, to resoct to directing a warning ia the form of a 
ijtation to the officec in charge of censorship over publications in his 
yftice the office of the state security investigator on al-Fara’ inah 
tree n Alexandria, but he cefused to receive the warning. Finally, after 
ibout 41 yeac ‘ad passed, he agreed to deliver to nim the orizinal manuscript 
of the boo, which was titled “Awareness and Resistance,” on the American- 
supported Zionist ageression against the Palestinian and Lebanese peoples, 
n order to avoid a judiciary suit, although the person involved stated that 
he had dicated to che press that it should sot agree to print the book. 
here is so doubt that the imposition of this sort of tutelage ovec freedon 
f opir nd expression conflicts witt) Article 47 of the constitution, 
tipulates “Freedon of opinion is suaranteed, and everyone may express 
is opini 9 { disseniaate it by speech, bou%s, ohotographic forms or other 
eans of exoression, within the Limits of the Law.” 
ywever, it is clear that the office of the state security investigator in 
exandria used the state of emergency as its support, since Article 48 of 
the constitution says “It is pernissible, as an 2xception, in the event an 
ervency is declared or in time of war, to impos? specific censorship on 
eriodicals, osublications and the media regarding matters related to public 
afety or the goals of national security, 311 in accordance with the law.” 
In ad ion, one should observe that if seens, on the surface, that the 
ie of the bo referred to is not related to public safety or the 
ountry’s national security foals. 
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Third, putting Pope Shannucah the Third, the patriarch of the Orthodoy 
Copts, under house arrests 


It must be automatically assumed that it is not persissible to prevent any 
citizen from moving, around or to put him under house irrest unless by an 
ypderc which is dictated by the need to bring about and naiataia the security 
of society. This order must be issued by a competent judge oc the office of 
the public prosecutor, in accocdance with the provisions of the law, 15 is 
stipulated by Articles 41 and 50 of the constitution, 


On that basis, Decree 491 for 1961, one of the “dious September lecrees, 
which the late President Anwar al-Sadat issued, cancelling Republican Decree 
2742 for 1971 appointing His Uminence Shannudah pope of Alexandria ind 
patriacch of the missionary province of Saint “Mark, after he had heen elec- 
ted in accordance with the rules of the church, and appointing a comiittee 
of five bishops to perforn the papal missions, cannot confine his residence 
to the monastery of Wadi al-Natrun or allow the puard present to refuse to 
permit anyone to visit him except those in possession of official peruission 
to do so. 


One cannot imayine that this measure could be taken, since there has been no 
ocdec from any judiciary body, based on the emerpvency law, allowing, the 
authorities in charge of the state of emergency to place restrictions on1 the 
freedom of persons to move about and maintain a residence (Article Three, 
Parayraph One). 


The fact is that this measure has been in effect for a lony time, and still 
is, even though all the political and religious leaders who were not subjec- 
ted to specific charges in criminal cases have been released. Ine cannot 
imayine that the leader of a great religious group should still be under 
detention without being interrogated or tried, saddening the feelings of lis 
subjects and the people of his group at a time when the enemies of the 
country ace looking for opportunities to stir up factional strife. 


The oslens, who are demanding, the application of Islamic law, realized fli 
well that Islam gives protected people who follow divine religions the 
freedom to perform their celigious observances and apply theic laws to their 
own personal states. The important thing is that they should live ia securi- 
ty and safekeeping, that they should be entitled to what we are wntitled to 
and have the obligations we have; the prophet, on whom be God's prayers and 
peace, has recommended that they be cared for and has declared that anyone 
harming a protected person will become his adversary on judgment day. 


While the only things attributed to Pope Shannudah, accocdiny, to the con- 
tents of the verdict of the administrative judiciary court, were devotion, 
fasting and the indication that one should not celebrate the Coptic holidays 
because of the instances of appression against some churches, they all 
preceded the isolation decree by periods ranying from 2 to 4 years, and 
above and beyond that they were sound forms of protest which did not reich 
the masses and did not create an effect which would be disruptive of securi- 
ty, ag Mr Fathi Radwan, commenting on that verdict, stated in his article 
"tring His Eminence Shannudah back to His Seat” (see AL-SHA'#, No 176, 
issued 26 April 1983). 











[In addition, the verdict #Liminated the papal comnittee, and the Copti. 
yooup was then atthout spiritual Leadership. That is a situation which 
raguices decisive action From the standpoint of national security. It is not 
diffieult to pet pronises and documents ceyarding His Uininence Shaanudah 
“nich will guarantee that the public interest is observed, while tie course 
if events is monitoced most firily to ensure that the countcy returns to 
norial conditions and its security 1s preserved. Ordinary law guarantees 
that whoever acts wroagly will be brought to account for wis wroncful ace 


©ions. 


Fourth, the mass acrest of proups of people praying in certain nos sues, 
liserininations 


yvithout 


The acrest of proups of people at prayer on their emergence from sone 
mosques, such a6 the al-Tawhid Mosque in the al-Matariyah area, after pra- 
yer, cannot be considered in effect an act against armed terroc. 


lt is not proper to use the charge that some deeply relizious young people 
regoct to violence as a pretext for persecuting and tercocizins bearded 
‘ouny, people who are zealous about pecforming prayers in nosques. 


Ihis tendency, which 18 characterized as violence by the public authorities, 
has the effect of creating a spirit of vindictiveness and loathing ayainst 
the povernnent and of instigating violeice as a reply in kind. We do not in 
oriec to eliminate the existing propensity to violence or extremisn want to 
provone youny, people tz» alienate themselvas Fron their religion and pursue 
other forns of conduct in order to protect thenselves fron exposure to such 


CALA ities. 


inition of armed terror is the use of arms by citizens for the 
irpose of using them to impose thetre will or theic views. 'lowevec, it is 

not right to consider people meeting, to pray in the houses of God, without 
iniS, 4a crime, unless that means applying a state of emergency to prevent 
eople from vathering, at specific times. 


- 
~ 
~~ 


jLitical security cannot be maintained by methods of tercoc and the crea- 
tion of panic, but rather by providing the proper clinate for 4 div.iftied 
uumane Life, oreserving human rizhts, having the leaders of fer yvood exaine- 
les, and petting the ciirizens to participate in reforming, and adninisterinyg 


ne affairs of their country ticough sound democracy. 


weverc, escalating a state of outrave, feelings of disaffection and a 
‘eling of vrony and juimiltation will have the effect of inciting unexpected 
‘leswnts which ace not subject to ovecsight or control ©+o commit venyeful. 

ts oc resort to conspiring, for the sake of salvation. 


Liu, orevarinyg, Lists of people who are prohibited fron travelling Without 
fic cia wes 
le it § necessary to prevent the flight of people who are conning to 
ial or people who have been indicted in cases that are under investipga- 
tion, or to meet other conditions which the law stipulates, it is not. 
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pecaissible to prohibit citizens fron traveling except for one of thes» 


eee re AGONS. 


However, it started to be the case, in the recent period, that some politi- 
cal or religious personalities were prohibited from traveling abroad al- 
though they had not been indicted or brought to trial, as happened with “rs 
7Zaynad 41-Ghazali, and indeed citizens were sometimes detained for several 
ijoucs upon traveling or returning, until an agreement to travel or leave was 


Z 
issued, 


None of these procedures can be takxen unless founded on a state of enerzen- 
cy, and considered as ciccunvention of the limits of armed tecroc which the 
Application of the declaration of the state of emergency is restricted to, 


Sixth, the transfer of a number of criminal cases to emervency court 
although they had no connection with armed terror: 


However, one of the most serious applications of the emergency law to cases 
outside the scope of armed terror was the order the president issued in 
accordance with the emergency law, that is, Order One for 1981, which is 
still in effect, having the office of the public prosecutor transfer many 
erimes which have no relation to armed terror, such as crimes of supply, 
compulsory pricing, forming crowds and public meetings, and indeed viola- 
tions of the law on political parties, to the “energency” state security 
court forsed in accordance with the emergency law. 


Since the government has promised to apply the emergency law only to cases 


of armed terror, it is mandatory that the authorities in charge of the state 
of emerzency issue a new order amending the one mentioned above, so that it 


will deal only with crimes related to the forcible overthcow of the existing 
revine and the possession of arms and ammunition without percnit, and elini- 
late All charges which are not considered to be tantamount to armed terror, 
le contenting thenselves with submitting them, in accordance with a 
vervanent law, Law 105 for 1940, to the state security courts. 


_- 


jn the difference between these two types of state security court: 


The culitngs of the subordinate courts of the state security courts formed by 
Law 105 for 1980 Cissued in the era of President al-Sadat, before he abro- 
vated the state of emerzency) are considered subject to appeal before a 
sonpetent misdemeanor appeal court department, and the verdicts which this 
lesartment issues and the verdicts of the higher state security court nay be 
ontested by reversal and review. 

we [yecdicts of the] state security courts formed in accordance with the 
emervency law may not be contested in any manner after they have been 
ratified by the authorities in charze of the state of emerrency. 


necefore we are aszing Dr Fu'ad Muhyi-al-Din, the prime ministec, who has 
ee, delegated by the president, through the powers allocated to hin by 
irtue of the emergency law, and in this area has been given the title of 


i / F@neTa) 1ilitary vyovernor,” a title that is odious in the minds of 
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EGYPT 


EFFORTS OF POLITICAL FORCES TO FORM PARTIES REVIEWED 


Al-Shariqah AL-KHALIJ in Arabic 10, 14, 25 Sep 83 


[Interviews with leaders of the al-Ummah Party, Wafdist Vanguard Party and 
National Salvation Party by Hamadayn Sabahi: "New Parties in Egypt. Ahmad 
al-Sabahi, Founder of al-Ummah Party: I Call for Implementing Islamic 
Shari'a; ‘Abd-al-Nasir's Socialism Is Islamic Socialism; Al-Sadat Had One 
Virtue and All the Rest Were Vices That Washed Away Virtues; Mubarak Agrees 
With al-Sadat Policies But Is Different From al-Sadat in Personality; I 
Will Not Enter Into Front With Opposition Parties Because They Are All 
Government Parties and Government Prevents Me From Publicizing My Party; 
Majdi Hasanayn, Founder of National Salvation Party: Al-Sadat Was Not 
Member of Free Officers Command and His Claim of Having Founded Organiza- 
tion Is False; 15 May Was Plot Hatched by al-Sadat Against His Foes and 

He Disclosed It to Me Frankly 1 Month Earlier; Dr ‘Abd-al-Muhsin Hammudah, 
Wafdist Vanguard Party Leader: Al-Sadat Sold Egypt for Rubber Check; 
Siraj-al-Din Is Expression of Right and Wafdist Vanguard Is Sound Line of 
al-wafd"] 


[10 Sep 83 p 15] 


[Text] Cairo--Egypt is witnessing in this phase an intensifying demand from 
all political forces and currents that they be allowed to establish their 
independent parties and organizations. 


The Nasirist Party, which has already presented its application to the 
Parties Committee, is still awaiting an official response. The return of 
the New al-Wafd is still the subject of argument between advocates of the 
party, led by Fu'ad Siraj-al-Din, who maintain that the party's return is 
legitimate, and the Parties Committee, which does not acknowledge this 
legitimacy. The National Front Party, whose establishment has been 
rejected by the court, is still trying to resubmit its request under the 
name of the Justice Party, in which Kamal-al-Din Husayn, a member of the 
former Revolution Command Council, and independent deputy Mumtaz Nassar 
participate. Fathi Radwan, the venerable opposition leader, is still pro- 
jecting himself, in the name of the National Party, as an extension of 
leaders Mustafa Kamil and Muhammad Farid. 





[In the course of these developments, the National Salvation Party recently 
emerged. Majdi Hasanayn, one of the Free Officers and the man responsible 
for the famous al-Tahrir Province project, is the man calling for the 
establishment of this party. Meanwhile, 'Abd-al-Muhsin Hammudah, the 
intransigent opposition Wafdist leader, is projecting himself in the name 
of the Wafdist Vanguard Party which, in his opinion, is the re“lection of 
al-Wafd Party's true line. 


[f these endeavors reflect the Egyptian political forces' dash to acquire 
legitimacy for the democratic exercise of their right to political organiza- 
tion, the common denominator among all of them is that the Parties Committee, 
which has the legal power, has not permitted, and there are no signs that 

it will permit in the near future, these forces to establish their parties. 


[f the dialogue with all these forces and currents is important for learning 
their position in the ongoing political and social debate in Egypt and their 
position toward the numerous issues involved in this debate, then the 
dialogue with a party that has acquired legitimacy, which has not yet been 
gained by the others, namely, the al-Ummah Party, becomes significant. 


Ahmad al-Sabahi, the founder, general secretary and acting chairman of 
al-Ummah Parcy until a party chairman is found from among the public figures 
to whom this chairmanship has been offered--including ‘Umar al-Talmasani, 
has given AL-KHALIJ a lengthy interview in which he discussed the party, 
its intellectual line, its dispersal among the masses, the obstacles facing 
it and its position toward Camp David and toward participation in the 
forthcoming elections. Al-Sabahi also expressed his opinion on the other 
Egyptian opposition parties, on the party's Arab policy, on the Iranian 
revolution and on ‘Abd-al-Nasir, al-Sadat and Mubarak. He also touched on 
the ongoing conflict in the party between al-Sabahi himself and his 
opponents. He further discussed his real interest in astronomy and 
astrology in this lengthy interview with the founder of the party that has 
gained legal approval while numerous other political forces are awaiting 
such approval impatiently. It is a long interview, which we present to 
Gulf readers so that they can familiarize themselves with the new party, 
namely, al-Ummah Party. 


\OQuestion] Since issuance of the Administrative Court decision in 
icccrdance with which the Nation's Party came into existence last 25 June, 
we have seen no effective presence of tne party. Why? 


[Answer] Because they prevent me from publicizing my party. 
‘Guestion] Who prevents you? 


[Answer] The government. The national papers publish nothing about me, 
and the partisan papers publish against me. I resorted to another means 
ind had 50 cloth posters, which cost 1,000 pounds, prepared to urge the 
masses to join the party so as to implement the Islamic Shari'ah. But the 
government prevented me from hanging the posters and confiscated and tore 
lown the posters. 
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The agencies that did this were the State Security Intelligence and the 
Cairo Security Directorate. I have cabled the president of the republic, 
the attorney general and the minister of interior but have received no 
response from any of them. 


[Question] Do you think you can pursue your political activity in this 
climate? 


[Answer] Rationally and practically, I cannot exercise political activity 
in this climate. But I am a believer in predestination. I leave this issue 
to God, may He be praised, with faith and conviction that I will be able to 
engage in my activity and will succeed because this party has not come into 
existence through my will or the government's will but through God's will. 
No matter what calculations and plans I make, destiny must take its course. 


[Question] Do you believe in scientific planning? 

[Answer}] Yes, and then in destiny. 

[Question] Which one first? 

[Answer] In planning first because the venerable prophet says "tie the 
camel first and then trust in God," meaning that rational arrangement comes 


first and then trust in God. 


(\Question| What is your plan for developing party action in the coming 
phase? 


[Answer] I have a plan to spread the party through all the governorates 
as a way of calling for implementation of the Islamic Shari'ah. 


[Question] What is the party's current membership and in how many 
governorates does it exist? 


[Answer] Nearly 1,000 members in 5 governorates. 


[Question] Every party reflects certain social forces. Whom does the 
Nation's Party represent? 


‘Answer} All people's classes. We are the party of the Islamic Arab 
Egyptian nation. 


Question] Your opponents in the party say that your party includes no 
more than a few vendors. 


‘Answer| These are people who are against the party and not members of the 
oarty. They want to usurp and control the party. But we are not in a 
jungle. We are in a state. This is why I have reported them to the prose- 
cution and they are being investigated. 
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‘\Question] Is the submission of reports to the prosecution the proper way 
to settle political differences in the party? 


\Answer! They are not from the party. They are four persons who were among 
the founders. But when the Parties Committee rejected the party, they 
objected to suing the Parties Committee before the Administrative Court 
because they were afraid of al-Sadat. They announced withdrawal of the 
power of attorney that they had given me. When the party was approved, 
they, along with 11 others who are not members of the party, met and 
decided to dismiss me. They elected another party chairman and announced 
formation of the party on 6 July. This is why the Constituent Assembly 
(comprised of 60 members, of whom 41 attended) met and decided to expel 
the four persons last 8 July. These persons have no right to speak in the 
name of the party because they are not party members. They are trying to 
usurp tne party. 


\Question] Why have you offered the party chairmanship to somebody other 
than yourself? 


|Answer| Because we are suffering from a lack of public figures. I have 
invited Shaykh Mutawalli al-Sha'rawi, Sayyid Zaki and Hasan ‘Abbas Zaki to 
head the party but they have declined. 


[Question] If your party calls for implementation of the Islamic Shari'ah, 
then why haven't you asked Shaykh ‘Umar al-Talmasani, the Islamic current's 
representative, to head the party? 


\Answer| I prefer not to reveal anything regarding this issue now. 


|\Reporter's note] Some sources of al-Ummah Party have told AL-KHALIJ that 
the party chairmanship is now being offered to Shaykh al-Talmasani and that 
ne has not yet given a definite answer accepting or rejecting this offer. 


(\Question|] What is the intellectual line of al-Ummah Party? 


Answer! The current intellectual line is the immediate demand for applica- 
tion of the Islamic Shari'ah in Egypt as an economic, social, political and 
ultural system and as a decisive cure for our society's problems. What I 
mean is that our line is to enact the idled constitutional provision making 
the amic Shari'ah the main source of legislation on the way to making it 

y source of legislation and of the revival of the Islamic civiliza- 


Is] 
the on] 


tion. 


Question] What is your assessment of the efforts of the People’s Assembly 
‘committees to codify the Islamic Shari’ ah? 


‘Answer| The codification committees have finished preparing all the bills, 
except for the sea law. Dr Sufi Abu Talib has presented to me as a gift a 
number of the bills so that I can study them prior to attending the People's 
Assembly meetings to debate them in the coming session. 
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The party has formed a committee of university professors specializing in 
the Shari'ah and law to examine these bills and to convene a series of 
symposiums that will be held at the Union of Journalists on Saturday, 

Monday and Wednesday of each week. The symposiums will begin on the 24th 

of the current month of September. These symposiums are a great accomplish- 
ment that no other party has achieved. They are intended to enlighten the 
public and to prepare it to receive the greatest Islamic event in Egypt, 
namely, application of the Islamic Shari'ah. 


[Question] What is your opinion of the current parties law now that you 
have become a party by a judicial decision, especially since your party had 
twice submitted its papers to the Parties Committee and the application was 
twice rejected? 


[Answer] The current law is very weak because it demands 50 members for a 
party to be founded. The stipulation should be 5,000 members distributed 
over at least 10 of the republic's governorates, because this constitutes 
a guarantee of a party's seriousness and popularity. 


[Question] But al-Ummah Party does not yet have 5,000 members. It has, 
according to you, 1,000 members. 


[Answer] I prefer that an initial approval be given for the foundation of 

a political association or organization, provided that the number of founders 
is no less than 1,000. If the founders can raise the membership to 5,000 
with their movement, then they can become a political party. 


[Question] What about the restrictions present in the law, such as the 
stipulation on approval of Camp David? 


[Answer] These are illegal restrictions. 
[Question] What about your experience with the Parties Committee? 


[Answer] We presented the first application for establishment of al-Ummah 
Party in November 1979. But the program was "extreme." For example, we 
said that women could not enter a legislative council and, therefore, had 
no right to enter the People’s Assembly. Some people advised us to change 
this provision because the lady (Jihan al-Sadat) said that she had gained 
30 People's Assembly seats for women. So how could a party demand that 
this gain be wasted? We were also advised to include among the founders a 
number of Copts so that it could not be said that we are a religious party. 
The Parties Committee rejected the party on the pretext that it was not 
proven that [at least] 10 of its founders, totaling 55, were workers. But 
the real reason for the rejection was Jihan. This is why we submitted 
another application on 19 February 1980 to found a party under the same name 
and with the same fuunders, after having addeu 10 workers to them and after 
having omitted the provision in the program on the unsuitability of women 
for the People's Assembly. I also added the signature of one Christian 
member to those of the founders. On 1 June 1980, the Parties Committee 
decided to reject our party. On 15 June we filed a lawsuit and on 25 June 
1983 the court ruled in our favor. 
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[Question] What is your opinion of the elections law providing for election 
by the absolute or relative list? 


\Answer|] It is an undemocratic law tailored by the government to suit its 
Own purposes. 


[Question] Then why have you declared that you will take part in the 
elections? 


[Answer] The elections are "clowning" and I will clown with them in order 
to be able to build my party by publicizing it through the elections. 


[Question] The opposition parties and national forces are calling for the 
formation of a national front in this phase. Will you participate in it? 


[Answer| I am not with the existing parties. They are all secular parties 
and | am against secularism, communism, capitalism, fanaticism and radical- 
ism. Moreover, the opposition parties are government parties. The 
Socialist Union split into three platforms, then into three organizations 
and then into three parties by decree of the government. The Labor Party 
was founded to oppose by decree of the government. They are all government 
parties, whereas al-Ummah Party is the only party that has risen on the 
strength of legal and popular legitimacy. 


[Question] Does this mean that you don't agree with these parties on any- 


(Answer| On public issues, possibly. But they don't recognize me. They 
say there are three opposition parties. They don't mention me, and they 
nold press and political conferences to which I am not invited. Why should 
{ recognize them? Al-Ummah Party is like Joseph born among brothers who 
plotted against him and threw him into the well. 


Moreover, the rule among parties is competition and not cooperation. We 
are all playing in the same field and competing for the trust of the people. 
This is more difficult than soccer because in soccer only two teams are 
involved whereas we are five parties. I believe that even coalition 
governments do not succeed because every side works for his own interest. 


‘Question] What is your position vis-a-vis the Camp David accords and the 
peace with Israel? 

Answer!) We oppose the Camp David accords and declare our rejection of 
these accords because Israel is a devil and there can be no alliance with 
the devil. Israel is an eternal enemy of the Arabs and the Muslims. The 
prophet, may God's peace and prayers be upon him, concluded a covenant with 
the Jews but they betrayed him. 


‘Question] You have stated that the opponents of Camp David are “animals.' 
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\Answer| Sir, there is something to be said for every occasion. We are not 
against peace, but peace with Israel is impossible to achieve. We could not 
say in the program that we are against Camp David because this would have 


meant rejecting the party. But now the party has been approved. 


[Question] Will you change the program to provide for rejecting Camp 


David? 


[Answer] This is up to the majority in the party. As for me, personally, 
my religion and conscience require me to oppose Israel and Camp David. 


[Question] Considering that you are calling for application of the Islamic 
Shari'ah, what is your religious opinion on the call for holy struggle to 
liberate Jerusalem, Palestine and all of the occupied Arab territories? 


[Answer} Love of homeland is part of faith. Liberating the homeland from 
the yore of Israeli colonialism is a religious duty because the Jews have 
been the eternal enemies of Islam and holy struggle to liberate Palestine 
and Jerusalem is the religious duty of every Muslim. 


(Question}] Is it an individual or a collective duty? 


(Answer| Under these circumstances, I believe that it should be a collective 
duty until we reach the point where it becomes an individual duty, because 
there are nany lax and negative people and we don’t want to make the matter 
difficult for them all at once. These are people who need an awakening and 
an Arab national education. We call for the emergence of an Islamic 
spiritual leadership at the world level and this is why we call for crea- 
tion of the position of “imam of the Muslims”--an imam to be elected from 
among the prominent ulema in all Islamic countries and who will have his 
neadquarters in Egypt. We will thus achieve an international aspiration. 
When the imam of the Muslims issues a decree for the liberation of Jerusalem 
and Palestine, the duty of execution will fall on the shoulders of every 
fuslim, because he who is not concerned with the affairs of the Muslims is 


not a Muslim. 


Question) What is the Arab policy that you believe must be followed at 


present? 


Answer] First, I want to mediate, in my capacity as Egypt's Khomeyni, 
petween Iran's Khomeyni and Iraq to put an end to the war between them. 
Second, I hope to be successful in eliminating the causes of the conflict 
among the Lebanese people so that Lebanon may regain its good life. Third, 
want to end the conflict among the brother Palestinians in Fatah. We 
nope that all Arabs will meet and renounce their differences for the sake 


b integration and Islamic solidarity. 


(Question}] On the occasion of your being called Egypt's Khomeyni or the 
new Khomeyni, what is your opinion of the Iranian revolution? 


‘Answer| It is my opinion that it is the greatest white [bloodless} revolu- 


tion in history. 
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[Question] White? 


(Answer! 1 do not approve of the massacres now taking place. The opponents 
there are Muslims who do not reject the Islamic Shari'ah, so why is he kill- 
ing them? We do not approve this. There has to be democracy and there 

have to be guarantees for man's rights. It is a great revolution that has 
swerved from its course! But I hail Khomeyni because he is a new human 
leader, may God grant him success. When I call myself Egypt's Khomeyni, 

it is not to emulate him but because I believe that the new savior is the 
Islamic Shari'ah. 


[Question] Who has given you the name Khomeyni, or is it that you have 
given yourself this name? 


i\Answer| I have given myself this name, and I mean by it that I am the 
party's Khomeyni, meaning the party protector and the custodian of the 
party's principles and ideas. I am the party's watchman. 


[Question] What is your opinion of President Husni Mubarak? 


[Answer| He agrees with his predecessor's (meaning al-Sadat's) policy and 
differs from him in personality. No fundamental change has occurred under 
Mubarak's rule. 


‘Question] And what is your opinion of al-Sadat? 


‘Answer| He had his virtues and vices. His virtue is that he honored the 
constitution with its stipulation that the Islamic Shari'ah is the main 
source of legislation--and were it not for the existence of this provision, 
our party would not have been allowed to come into existence--and that the 
plan to codify the Shari'ah began undgr his aegis. 


As for the rest, it is all negative qualities and vices. Insofar as 
al-Sadat is concerned, the vices wash away the virtues, contrary to the 
venerable prophet's words: "Virtues wash away vices.” 


Question] And what about your opinion of ‘Abd-al-Nasir? 


(Answer! He was loved by the people. So he is loved by God because he whom 
God loves, He makes the people love. He was a national leader who awakened 
the feeling of belonging to the homeland and who united the people, who had 
been divided before. He has great accomplishments, such as the public sec- 
tor, nationalization and socialism, which we had been advocated before him. 
"Abd-al-Nasir's socialism is an Islamic socialism and there is no contradic- 
tion between it and Islam. Rather, there is a large degree of agreement 
petween the two. 


Question] And what about his negative qualities? 
‘Answer| His negative points were beyond his control because a people 


lemanding strong leaders must be a strong people and not a divided and 


ir igmented people. 
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[Question] Many information media have focused on the fact that you are a 
specialist in astrology and palmistry, and it has been reported that you 
have demanded that the books you have written in this regard be withdrawn, 
What is the truth here? 


[Answer] I have written numerous things, including religious writings such 
as "The Morals of Prophets," "The Dreams of the Prophets and of the Pious” 
and "In the Sacred Presence of God." I have also written scientific books, 
such as "The Theory of Treatment With Panadol and With Self-Hypnosis." I 
have also written on sports, such as "The Passing Rocket Ball, Morning 
Exercises and the Egyptian (Al-Sijah) Game." I have also written spiritual 
books, such as "Dream Interpretation and Guide to Dream Interpretation," as 
well as astrological books, such as "The Tower of Luck, Your Luck From Your 
Name, Your Luck From Your Birthday and Your Luck Is With You." I recently 
wrote "The Keys to Luck in Love, Sex and Marriage," which is the greatest 
book in the world in this field. I have asked that these books not be 
distributed because they are exploited in propaganda against me to claim 
that [ am an astrologer and a palm reader. I wrote these books during the 
period when | suffered from the political vacuum, all since 1972. 


[Question] Do you use your skills in astrology in your political and 
partisan activity? 


[Answer] Of course. I know a man and his abilities from his sign. I can 
thus put him in the right place in the party. Those born under the heavenly 
signs are different from those born under the signs of air, water and earth. 
The first are fit for leadership, the latter for intellectual, educational 
and similar activity. 


[Question] Do you wish to tell the readers anything at the conclusion of 
this interview? 


[Answer] Yes. I say that if I stay as the party chairman I will be the 
most dangerous party chairman to the government. I will not let the govern- 
ment sleep. This is why [ want a moderate party chairman so that things 

can progress |gradually| in the first stage of the life of al-Ummah Party. 


[14 Sep 83 p 15] 


[Text] The National Salvation Party is the latest party to project itself 
onto the political stage in Egypt. It 18 expected that Majdi Hasanayn, the 
party founder, will present the new party's program and list of founders to 
the Parties Committee next October. Since the authorities concerned were 
notified 3 months ago in a statement prepared by lawyer ‘Umar Hajjaj, per- 
sistent efforts have been exerted by the party founder to gather the party 
membership, disseminate its ideas and crystallize its program. 


What is the intellectual and political line of the National Salvation Party, 
whom does the party represent and what are the party's views on the issues 
of Egypt and of the Arab nation? What is the real historical role of Majdi 
Hasanayn, the man over whom an uproar developed? This uproar accompanied 








Hasanayn's famous project, namely, al-Tahrir Province. The lengthy inter- 
view AL-KHALIJ conducted with the man gives him the opportunity to talk 
about himself, his role in the history of the July revolution, his new 
party and his role in Egypt's future. 


Majdi Hasanayn received us at his plushly iurnished office in al-Duqqi 
quarter where the business Majidu Establishment, which he owns and manages, 
is located. I started my interview with him by asking him wiat prompted 
him to resume his political activity after a long absence. He said that 
circumstances have changed. Al-Sadat's days did not permit me to engage 

in political activity because I had been a friend of al-Sadat’s since 1941. 
With this, he regressed for a time to recall Majdi Hasanayn's memories 
which we will recount here as he narrated them and without comment: 


I participated in a national cell that we formed in the army in 1941. The 
cell included Anwar al-Sadat, Hasan ‘Izzat, Sharih Tal'‘at, myself and others 
whom I did not know. I am the one who obtained the grenades that were used 
in the attack on Amin ‘'Uthman and delivered those bombs to Hasan ‘Izzat, who 
hid them with a lawyer in al-Jizah until the operation was carried out. 
Al-Sadat left the cell when he was arrested with a dancer on a ferry in the 
Nile on the charge of communicating with the Germans. He was expelled from 
the army in 1942, 


Yes, this cell is the reason al-Sadat said once that he, not ‘Abd-al-Nasir, 
was the one who founded the Free Officers Organization. But the truth is 
that we were not an organization and did not have a specific name. The 
name Free Officers was coupled only with the underground organization 
founded by ‘'Abd-al-Nasir, with whom I took part in forming it. Moreover, 
Hasan ‘Izzat, not al-Sadat, was the officer in charge of the cell and the 
only one who knew its members. 


[ then formed a cell of national officers in the army service corps, which 
included the transportation, fuel and supply branches, in 1943. I became 
acquainted with Jamal ‘Abd-al-Nasir in 1944 while forming the army service 
cell. We also established contact with the Muslim Brotherhood. Hasan 
al-Banna [then the Muslim Brotherhood leader] used to sit with the cell 
members and speak to them, and he ended up with the impression that we 
supported them [the Brotherhood]. 


I did not join the Free Officers but took part in forming the organization. 
At the outset, there was no organization and the group relied on friend- 
ships, especially ‘Abd-al-Nasir's friendship with ‘Abd-al-Hakim ‘Amir. Then 
"Abd-al-Latif Baghdadi, Kamal-al-Din Husayn, Khalid Muhyi-al-Din, Hamdi 
"Ubayd and myself joined the organization. Ibrahim al-Tahawi joined a 
little later and was followed by Amin Shakir, ‘Abd-al-Mun'im ‘Abd-al-Ra'uf 
and Ma'ruf al-Misri. The last two had affiliations with the Muslim Brother- 


hood. 


During the Palestine war, most of us volunteered and went to the front. I 
recall that ‘Abd-al-Nasir came to me and we both went to bid farewell to 
Kamal-al-Din Husayn and ‘Abd-al-Mun'im ‘Abd-al-Ra'uf, both of whom had 











volunteered with the hero Ahmad ‘Abd-al-'Aziz. We found that Kamal-al-Din 

Husayn had already departed and that his wife was in labor. I did not join 
the Palestine war because I was entrusted by the army and the intelligence 

to seize a British army munitions dump, and I did carry out that mission, 


After the Palestine war, we began to form our organization (the Free Offi- 
cers) around the end of 1948 under the leadership of 'Abd-al-Nasir. Our 
formation was as follows: 


Jamal 'Abd-al-Nasir and ‘'Abd-al-Hakim ‘Amir as representatives of the 
infantry. 


Zakariya Muhyi-al-Din as representative of the army schools. He joined in 
al-Falujah by way of ‘Abd-al-Nasir. 


Salah Salim, who was brought in by ‘Abd-al-Nasir after they had met in 
al-Falujah. Salim did not represent any army branch. He was an officer 
in artillery maintenance. 


Khalid Muhyi-al-Din as representative of the cavalry. 
Amin Shakir for the signals corps. 


Majdi Hasanayn and Ibrahim al-Tahawi for the administrative corps. The 
only one elected among those officers was myself. I1 was elected treasurer. 


Neither al-Sadat nor Husayn al-Shafi'i were members of this organization. I 
did not know that al-Sadat had joined the Free Officers Constituent Com- 
mittee, if he ever joined it, until I was surprised to find him present in 
the Revolution Command Council. Neither was Jamal Salim among us, and I 

had objected to his accession before the revolution. 


We set a monthly dues of 25 piasters. The meetings were held at my house 
and the members used to leave their dues in a metal vase in the house. We 
used the money on commando operations. 


| had control over my own stores of munitions which the army knew nothing 
about. Those stores were formed by weapons stolen from the army and we used 
them to arm the commandos. Fu'ad Siraj-al-Din, who was then the minister of 
interior, sent me his secretary, accompanied by Tawfiq al-Malat from the 
“Muslim Brotherhood, to get weapons and munitions to be used against the 
British on the canal in 1951. 


we decided to blow up the Suez Canal in 1952 with an enormous mine in order 
to block it so that the world would become aware of Egypt's just cause and 
its demand for independence. I and ‘Abd-al-Nasir studied how to place the 
mine. We contacted Hasan al-‘Ashmawi from the Brotherhood and agreed to 
manufacture the mine and transport it to al-Qantarah, east of the canal, 
where the Brotherhood would collect it to drop it in the canal. Salah 
Hidayat held the post of minister of scientific research under the revolu- 
tion, who was an officer in the Army Research and Development Center, helped 
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us manufacture the mine at the center, with the approval of the center 
director, who was a nationalist officer (Brig Gen Hasan Rajab). The mine 
was a full meter in diameter and its lower half contained 75 kilograms of 
TNT placed by Capt Sa'd al-Din Yusuf from the army TNT plant. The upper 
half of the mine was empty so that it could float in the water. ‘Abd- 
al-Latif Baghdadi prepared a plane to transport it east of the canal and 
Salah Hidayat accompanied the mine to al-'Arish. From there, the mine was 
transported to al-Qantarah where it was buried to wait for the signal to 
carry out the operation. But the operation was not executed because the 
revolution preceded it. 


we planned in the Free Officers to assassinate King Faruq. but there was 
disagreement among us regarding the assassinations. '‘Abd-al-Hakim ‘Amir 
and Salah Salim supported them whereas I opposed them. 


My role on the eve of the revolution was to move the army vehicles from 
al-'Abbasiyah (barracks) to Hikstep [base] from which the forces necessary 
to seize the army command were to proceed. I performed my role and 
instructed the troops to open fire on whomever opposed them. We succeeded 
and | met ‘Abd-al-Nasir on the eve of the revolution at the site where his 
tomb is now located and asked him: Did you assign anybody to seize the 
radio station in Abu Za'bal? He said that no plan had been made for this 
and instructed me to go to Tharwat ‘Akashah to get an armored vehicle and 
head for the Abu Za'bal radio station. What actually happened was that I 
was able to seize the radio station on my own and, before Tharwat ‘Akashah's 
vehicle could catch up with me, to gain control of the station and to force 
its chief engineer, who had received royal orders by telephone to dismantle 
it, to reassemble the station. There was a power outage that night and I 
headed for the power plant and forced its engineer to restore power, without 
which the station could not be operated. The king had ordered through his 
aides that the power be cut off. Thus, but for my role, the people would not 
have been able to hear the declaration that brought them the good news of 
the revolution on the morning of 23 July. 


After the revolution, I was surprised that I was not included in the Revolu- 
tion Command Council and that I and Ibrahim al-Tahawi had been excluded from 
membership in the Free Officers Constituent Assembly, whereas Anwar al-Sadat, 
Jamal Salim and Hasan Ibrahim had been included in the Revolution Command 


Council. 


This was an unethical act, and they lost my respect as a consequence because 
| hate opportunism and plotting. But I am confident that 'Abd-al-Nasir had 
no hand in this and he simply respected the opinion of the majority. I am 
confident that the man responsible for this act was Jamal Salim, because he 
hated me from the moment I had opposed his inclusion in the Constituent 
Assembly. Jamal Salim had influence beyond his weight because he was the 
liaison with the Americans at the time. 


| refused to be included as a member of the committee that took inventory 
of the royal palaces because this was unbecoming for me. I withdrew and 
then replaced 'Abd-al-Hakim ‘Amir as director of Muhammad Najib's office. 
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I worked for my own interest to prove to them that I was still present. I 
appointed Dr Sidqi ‘Aziz as technical director of the Council of Ministers 
without the knowledge of the Revolution Command Council. I also carried 

out the winter aid and mercy train projects, the plan for donations to the 
Palestinian refugees and the tree project. All were successful projects 
inaugurated by Muhammad Najib and to which the media devoted attention. 

They were the fruits of my ideas. Muhammad Najib was a good, patriotic and 
upright man but was not a leader like Jamal ‘Abd-al-Nasir. But my allegiance 
was to the revolution because I had taken part in making it. How could I 
disavow it? This is why I stood with the revolution against Muhammad Najib. 


[ initiated al-Tahrir Province project in November 1952. ‘Aziz Sidqi was 

in charge of the project's technical study. I proposed that Sidqi be 
appointed director of al-Tahrir Province, but Jamal Salim refused and 
treated me vulgarly. I retaliated. The Production Council rejected the 
project and we demanded a meeting of the Revolution Command Council, which 
did meet and support us, approving the project. When the Production Council 
appointed a director for the project, I disregarded the appointment and 

paid it no attention. So the Production Council, which included a large 
number of ministers, submitted a memorandum to the Council of Ministers 
saying that either Majdi Hasanayn continues to be in al-Tahrir Province or 
the Production Council continues to exist. At the time, Jamal ‘Abd-al-Nasir 
summoned me to the Council of Ministers hall and I said to him: Boss, they 
level criticism while sitting behind their desks and while I do the work. 
"Abd-al-Nasir returned to the Council of Ministers and said: The project 
will be transferred to the Council of Ministers and I will be responsible 
for it. This was a victory for me. I formed an executive council, which 
included four ministers, with me as the commissioned member. I gave the 
financial responsibility for planning and implementation to financial offi- 
clals, including the undersecretary of finance, and the technical responsi- 
bility to a committee, which included 128 university professors. 


Al-Tahrir Province project cost 9.5 million pounds and resulted in the 
reclamation of 21,000 feddans, including 17,000 feddans that were culti- 
yated. This sum included the cost of building houses, roads, utilities, 
22 food processing and cement plants and a complete military airfield-- 
the only airfield that was not hit in 1967 because it was built under- 
ground. The project was a great victory for Egypt in invading the desert 
and developing a new model for an advanced and industrialized agricultural 
society. All this was done in just 4 1/2 years. 


[he reason for ousting me from al-Tahrir Province is that the rightist wing 
of the revolution, led by ‘Abd-al-Hakim ‘Amir and Zakariya Muhyi-al-Din, 
became aware of my great influence and my strong position, especially since 
[| had paid no attention to them. They launched a propaganda campaign 
against me and against the project on the grounds that it was a losing 
project, that I was dumping the money in the sand and that it was a "com- 
munist™” project. At the time, 'Abd-al-Latif Baghdadi was minister of 
municipal affairs and he had started demolishing the old quarters, includ- 
ing Ma'ruf quarter, which I represented in the National Assembly. Along 
with the quarter residents, I confronted Baghdadi and I blocked demolition 











of the quarter before new housing could be secured for the residents. On 
the following day, 2 November 1952, they decided to dismiss me from al-Tahrir 
Province and intensified the campaign against me. 


I went to ‘Abd-al-Nasir and said: I will only say to you what Isma'il 
[Ishmael] told Ibrahim [Abraham], may peace be upon both of them, namely: 
"Father, I will do what you order and you shall find me patient." The 

boss said to me: Majdi, be like Khalid ibn al-Walid when he agreed to 

hand over the command of the Muslim army to Abu ‘Ubaydah Ibn al-Jarrah. 

My relationship with ‘Abd-al-Nasir as a patriotic leader was a relationship 
that could never cause me to get upset with him and I said to him: I know 
those who are around you. But I ama “brave"™ man and I will accept what 
you say. I tolerated my dismissal for the sake of ‘Abd-al-Nasir. 


'Abd-al-Nasir asked me to go to his resthouse in al-Qanatir to relax. While 
[ was preparing my suitcase at home, ‘Abd-al-Nasir contacted me by telephone 
and said: Majdi, go to the National Assembly. Be courageous and face the 
people because something is being hatched against you. I did go and dis- 
covered that ‘Abd-al-Latif Baghdadi had given the deputies the impression 
that the Revolution Command Council had decided to dismiss me, which was not 
true, and aiso discovered that 10 deputies had demanded my dismissal from 
the Assembly. I confronted them and demanded that an investigation be con- 
ducted before a decision could be made. The Assembly was courageous and 
supported my request, despite the objection of Baghdadi, who wanted to end 
the matter before ‘Abd-al-Nasir could intervene. The conclusion of the 
committee investigation was that I had not committed any violations in the 
province. 


"Aziz Sidqi had contacted ‘Abd-al-Nasir and submitted his resignation in 
protest but ‘Abd-al-Nasir told him that the Revolution Command Council had 
no position on the issue and that the matter was in the hands of the 
National Assembly. The plot to dismiss me from the Assembly was foiled. 
Baghdadi wanted to depict that incident as intervention by the executive 
authority, ‘Abd-al-Nasir, in the legislative authority's work. But 
jaghdadi forgot that ‘Abd-al-Nasir was not just the head of a government 
but rather the leader of the entire nation. 


The rightist wing opposed me in the 1964 elections, as did ‘Ali Sabri. They 
supported ‘Abd-al-'Aziz al-Shurbaji, chairman of the Lawyers Union, as a 
candidate running against me in Qasr al-Nil district. They launched a large- 
scale campaign against me. But 4 days before the elections, ‘Abd-al-Nasir 
delivered a speech at Cairo University in which he lauded al-Tahrir Province. 
So | scored an overwhelming victory in the elections. 


jut they continued to plot against me and in 1965 trumped up the issue of 

the greater feudalism--an issue in which they accused my uncle of planning 
to assassinate ‘Abd-al-Nasir with my help. But God exposed their allega- 

tion. 


In 1966, I no longer had the desire to continue to be embroiled in those 


conflicts and expressed my wish to ‘Abd-al-Nasir, who appointed me ambassa- 
dor to Czechoslovakia, where I stayed until 1972. 
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In April 1971, al-Sadat met with me after he had become president and told 
me that he was planning to get rid of ‘Ali Sabri and the others. He 
ictually revealed to me what he later did on 15 May 1971. Yes, it was a 
plot by al-Sadat against them. Al-Sadat trumped up the charge against them 
that they had been plotting against him. How could they have been plotting 
when they had not prepared a single bullet against him? 


Majdi Hasanayn's lengthy recounting of his recollections of the prerevolu- 
tion phase and of the internal conflicts among the revolution's elements 
after the start of the revolution was enough to consume most of the inter- 
view time and to draw attention to and raise questions about much of what 
had been said [It was time for the present and the future and for ques- 


tions on the National Salvation Party that he is trying to form. 
juestion | hy the name National Salvation? 


‘Answer| Because al-Qattarah Depression project, which constitutes the 
backbone of the party's program, is the salvation for Egypt's future and a 


i. 


guarantee for achieving prosperity for all its citizens. 


luestion How? 
‘Answer| Al-Oattarah Depression project is based, as I have already pointed 
t in my book "The Desert, the Wealth and the Revolution,” on opening a 
nal that carries Mediterranean Sea water to al-Qattarah Depression. The 
fall of the water into the depression, which is 70 meters deep, is to be 
itilized to generate electricity. I add to this the fact that the water 
would be desalinated at the southern end of the depression and pumped 
through small canals to cover the Western Desert, proceeding southward 
intil it covered the entire desert. I also add that it is necessary to use 
nuclear energy and solar energy, which is our future wealth because the sun 
hines over our country 326 days a year. We will be thus able to cultivate 
llion more feddans, enough to meet Egypt's needs for generations to 
me and to provide for Egypt's population when it reaches 300-400 million. 


uestion|] When will this project begin? 
wer} Not before 20-30 years, during which a complete and profound 


nomic feasibility study would be conducted. 
‘tion}| How many years will it take to complete the project? 
er | Iwo nundred years. 

westion} Will your party be able to implement it? 

swer| No, the government is the one to implement it. 


uestion}] If the government does not implement it, then what is the use 
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[Answer] This does not hurt the party. What is important now is to demand, 
not necessarily implement. There are numerous parties making demands, as 
the Greens are doing in Germany. This party does not have the power to 
implement its demands but it is gaining popularity and support for these 
demands. 


[Question] Can a party (be formed) for a project? 


[Answer] Our objective is not just one project. We are a party founded for 
development in all of its forms and al-Qattarah Depression is a part of this 
development. 


[Question, What is the party's complete program? 


[Answer| The program has not been put in its final form yet. The party 
application will be submitted to the Parties Committee next October. How- 
ever, the program is a simple one that basically emphasizes development in 
Egypt. 


[Question] Some say that the "development" slogan is just a smokescreen 
behind which to hide other political demands that the party does not want 
to declare so that there will be no objection to its foundation. 


[Answer] Why? Israel waged war on us to put an end to the development 
achieved in the first five-year, 1960-65, plan and to obstruct the second 
plan. Israel's goal is to obstruct our development. Have Israel's friends, 
beginning with al-Sadat and Mustafa Khalil and ending with 'Uthman [Ahmad 
"Uthman], implemented a single valuable industrial project? No. I am 
afraid that such people will lead Egypt in the future. This is why I want 
to make a distinction between those who do nothing for Egypt and those who 
offer it everything. I seek to gather engineers and technicians so that we 
can create revolutionary development in Egypt. 


[Question] What is your opinion of the social structure now prevalent in 
Egypt? 


[Answer} There is currently in Egypt a jellylike structure that doesn't 
know who is leading it. Neither the workers, the farmers nor the intellec- 
tuals are leading. Unxnown classes have emerged illegally, especially in 
the capital, and have moved into the countryside with the intervention of 
the ruling party, particularly in the construction and development projects. 


(Question} What is your evaluation of Egyptian capitalism at present? 
(Answer| There is a clean capitalism and a dangerous capitalism. The 
latter is the capitalism that "will lead the country into catastrophe" and 


is the capitalism that emerged in Egypt in the 1970's. 


[Question] Do you support 50-percent representation by farmers and workers 
in the elected councils? 
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[Answer} I am against this. 


[Question] Why, considering that th» «re the troops in your main experi- 
ment in al-Tahrir Province? 


\Answer| The experience has proven that because of illiteracy and ignorance 
and the absence of respectable parties, the farmers and workers can be 
tempted and corrupted. How can one be a worker when he gets 300 pounds 
monthly for taking part in People's Assembly sessions? 


[Question] Which of society's classes do you represent then? 


(Answer| The middle class. Most of those who are with me are university 
professors, lawyers and technical cadres. 


[Question] You mean it is a party of technocrats? 
[Answer] Not under that name. 


‘Question}] What would you call or how would you describe your and your 
party's intellectual line? 


‘Answer} I cepresent the left-of-center middle class. 

‘Question] What is your opinion of the open-door economy? 

(Answer}] It is ruinous to Egypt. My party's program will oppose this 
open-door economy. I support a productive open-door economy, serious 
austerity and respect for public monies and the manner in which they are 
used. As an Egyptian taxpayer, I cannot spend 3-4 million pounds on the 
Consultative Council, which is no more than an appendage. 

Question] What is your opinion of the parties law? 

Answer} It is an insult to the Egyptian people because it does not 
respect them. It is a duty to respect every human being, no matter how 


lifferent his opinion. 


(Question] And what about the special laws? 


Answer| They do not respect the Egyptian people and it is a disgrace for 
the ruling party to maintain them. 
juestion] What is your assessment of the existing opposition parties? 
\nswer| They are all honorable and sincere patriots and we attach great 
hopes to them. But their movement is limited by laws and regulations. 


Even though they exist, their dispersal is limited due to the government's 
the media, because the government wants us as a Hyde Park, 
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[Question] Do you approve the formation of a front from the opposition 
parties to face the government? 


[Answer] I am not against any alliance with them. It is also possible to 
get into an alliance with the ruling party if it responds to the terms I 
set forth (!!!) 


[Question] Will your party, if it is approved, participate in the forth- 
coming People's Assembly elections? 


[Answer] We hope so. 


[Question] What is your position toward the demand of the Nasirists, al-Wafd 
and others for the formation of their independent parties? 


[Answer] They are fully entitled to form their parties. As long as they 
have their masses, they must be respected. Every Egyptian must be 
respected. 


[Question] What is your position vis-a-vis Camp David? 


[Answer] I am not for it and not against it. I support the people and 
support what they decide. But I am against the neutralization of Egypt. 

The neutralization of Egypt is an old colonialist objective which means to 
kill Egypt. Egypt does not exist without its Arab role. Husni Mubarak 
stresses this, and I believe that he is waiting for the right moment to take 
a courageous step to correct the entire situation in Egypt, even if this 
correction comes at his personal expense. The Egyptian people will greatly 
and boundlessly appreciate such an act. 


(Question] What is your view of Arab unity, and how can it be achieved? 


[Answer] As long as I say that I respect ‘Abd-al-Nasir, then I respect all 
his concepts. I am for unity but a well-studied unity that begins 
economically, as in the EEC, and then socially and politically. I am 
against unity founded on emotions. 


[Question] What is your evaluation of Egypt's relations with the United 
States and the Soviet Union? 


[Answer] I am not a communist and not against communism or any other 
system. What binds me to the Soviet Union is a relationship primarily in 
the interest of Egypt. The Soviet Union did offer Egypt [aid on] "serving 
trays,’ as al-Sadat himself said. I cannot be an ingrate. So far, we have 
not made up for their friendship. As for the United States, it is a super- 
power, and we have no interest in being against it. I hope it will respect 
us as long as we don't seek to tweak its nose. 


But regrettably, the United States does not respect the blacks among its own 
people. It treats us haughtily and gives us charity, [expecting] us to 
receive it gratefully. I am against "charity," even if I starve to death. 
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I am certain that if a leader speaks to his people frankly, as ‘Abd-al-Nasir 
did, about their interest and asks them to eat half as much, they will 
agree, except for the parasitic class. The Egyptian is prepared to share 
his loaf of bread for the sake of Egypt, provided that his money doesn't 

end up in the pockets of corruption. 


[Question] Are you a millionaire? 


[Answer] I wish. I am a millionaire in the negative because I owe the 
Agricultural Credit Bank for an egg-production project that I am building 
in my town (Tahla in Banha district). I have been engaged in the import 
and export business since the 1970's. I have had an import and export 
business since 1958. In 1962, I told ‘Abd-al-Nasir: As long as you are 
planning to follow a serious socialism, then I will close down my office. 
And I did. 


[Question] What is your opinion of ‘Abd-al-Nasir? 


[Answer] A leader. Suffice it to say that he was the first Egyptian to 
rule Egypt. If there were some violations under his administration, I am 
confident that they must have taken place behind his back. This happens 

in every country. I believe that ‘'Abd-al-Nasir's popularity was the result 
of his being the true expression of the people. 


[Question] And al-Sadat? 


[Answer] He was my friend and "friendly." We exchanged greetings--"a noble 
morning to you"~--but he sold himself to the enemies of the revolution and 
became their friend. The revolution that we had built with our blood and 
soul over many years was lost to us at the hands of al-Sadat. We did not 
want the power in 1952. We wanted to restore to Egypt its civilizing role 
and to achieve progress for it, not see the day come when a vagabond like 
Begin or somebody else has the upper hand in the area. 


[Question] And what about Mubarak? 


[Answer} A sincere and upright patriot who works seriously because he is 
young and athletic and his generation is different from ours. But al-Sadat 
left him a difficult legacy that is strangling him politically, economically 
and militarily. He will not get rid of the noose around his neck unless he 
cuts the rope itself, i.e., unless he rids himself of al-Sadat's entire 
legacy. 


'Text| For a long period, the political forces in Egypt continued to watch 
without much interest, perhaps even ignored, the ceaseless endeavors of 

Dr ‘Abd-al-Muhsin Hammudah, in the name of the Wafdist Vanguard Party, to 
hold a ceremony at al-Tahrir Square on the anniversary of national leader 
Mustafa al-Nahhas. But all these forces could not but express their appre- 
‘lation for the persistent efforts of the man who was able, through a court 
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decision and after successive abortive attempts, to succeed in what no 
opposition force has been able to do, namely, wrest the right to hold a 
political rally in a public square on the 16th of last December and who was 
able to repeat the experience and to reaffirm this right in another rally 
held 9 June 1983. 


When thousands massed on the 23d of last August to celebrate the anniver- 
gary of leaders Sa'd Zaghlul and al-Nahhas and when Fu'ad Siraj-al-Din 
delivered his address in his capacity as chairman of the New al-Wafd Party, 
which has resumed its activity, Dr Hammudah was amidst the masses shouting 
protests against the words of Siraj-al-Din, words declaring a truce with 
Mubarak. This is because Hammudah views himself and his Wafdist Vanguard 
Party as the true expression of al-Wafd. He also believes that his party 
has been in existence legitimately since he declared it in 1977 and that he 
may join al-Wafd and engage in opposition inside this party if some condi- 
tions are met by the political line and structure of the New al-Wafd Party. 


What are the intellectual and dynamic features of the Wafdist Vanguard, what 
is this party's disagreement with the New al-Wafd, and what is its position 
toward Egyptian and Arab issues? This interview with the founder of the 
Wafdist Vanguard sheds light on some of these areas. 


[Question] What is the current status of the Wafdist Vanguard Party? Is 
it a party under formation or is it a legally established party? 


(Answer|] We consider ourselves a legally existing party. We declared 
formation of the Wafdist Vanguard Party in May 1977, 2 months before 
promulgation of the parties law. At the time, we took advantage of the 
absence of a law regulating the formation of parties and announced the 
formation of our party. We also announced the party program and a list of 
its founders, numbering more than 50, half of them farmers and workers. 

We also published four editions of our magazine, AL-TALI'AH AL-WAFDIYAH. 
The parties law was issued afterward and we do not acknowledge that this 
law is retroactive. As long as we founded the party before promulgation 
of the parties law and under a constitution that serves a number of parties, 
then we cannot be abolished legally. 

(Question] Hasn't the government objected to your engaging in political 
activity in the name of the Wafdist Vanguard Party? 


Answer) When the socialist prosecutor interrogated me during the September 
campaign, | was asked about a citation submitted against me by the Govern- 
ment Litigation Directorate for engaging in activity in a party that is 
legally nonexistent. But the investigation came to a halt after al-Sadat's 
assassination and the government has not reopened the case. If engaging in 
activity in a public party is a misdemeanor, this misdemeanor becomes moot 
after 5 years. 


‘Question}) If the government asks you, as it has asked the New al-Wafd 
Party, to resubmit your party papers to the Parties Committee, what will 


“se 9 
OU do? 
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[Answer] We will not submit a new application under any circumstances. 


[Question] It is said that the Wafdist Vanguard Party is no more than 
"Abd-al-Muhsin Hammudah by himself. 





[Answer] Suffice it to tell you that we have received more popular support 
and sympathy than we can absorb. Such a judgment should be passed on the 
party's overall activity. The holding of a mass rally in al-Tahrir Square 
cannot be judged as the work of one individual, no matter how much of a 
genius he is, because it is something that all the existing opposition 
parties could not achieve. 


[Question] Is your party confined to the generation that historically 
belonged to the Wafdist Vanguard before the July revolution? 


[Answer] Of course not. Members of the current party are not the same 
persons and include younger generations. 


[Question] What social forces do you represent? 
[Answer] The working classes of the Egyptian people, not capita! ‘sm. 


‘Question] What is the distinction between the Wafdist Vanguard and 
l\-Wafd? 


nswer| Insofar as movement is concerned, the Wafdist Vanguard has been 
ne primary dynamo moving al-Wafd since the 1940's. Theoretically, the 
afdist Vanguard is the line developing and renewing the doctrinal content 
if al-Wafd. As for democracy, the Wafdist Vanguard stood, for example, 
igainst issuance of the press legislation, against the palace information, 
against the State Council law and against [detention on] political suspi- 
cion. The Wafdist Vanguard waged with its men, men such as Dr ‘Aziz Fahmi, 
Ahmad Abu al-Fath and Mustafa Musah, a battle to protect democracy in the 
parliament. Insofar as the national issue is concerned, the Wafdist Van- 
guard expressed a decisive position against colonialism--a position that 
led to the abolishment of the treaty (1936 treaty between Egypt and England), 
to the declaration of the popular struggle against the occupation and to 
rejection of bases and alliances. Insofar as the social imprints are con- 
cerned, those of the Wafdist Vanguard were deeper. The Wafdist Vanguard 
demanded nationalization as of 1945. All the leftist Egyptian currents 
grew up in the bosom and under the canopy of the Wafdist Vanguard. 


(Question] What are the basic features of the Wafdist Vanguard Party's 
program? 


[Answer] Our program is based on the program formulated by Mustafa al-Nahhas 
after the development of al-Wafd in September 1952. We have also taken into 
consideration the changes that have occurred in Egypt in the past one-third 
century. What is most prominent in al-Nahhas’ program is its description of 
al-Wafd as a democratic socialist organization, as being against colonialism, 
Zionism and Israel and as being tied to the interests of the popular classes. 
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We call in our program for reliance on comprehensive economic and social 
planning, on the people's ownership of the means of production through a 
public sector and on control of the private sector to the extent possible 
and then on positive neutrality and nonalignment. Al-Nahhas' al-Wafd must 
take some credit for all of this, 


[Question] What is the position of the Wafdist Vanguard toward the New 
al-Wafd Party? 


[Answer] The New al-Wafd Party must meet certain conditions, the most 
important being that this party emanate from developing the principles of 
[the old] al-Wafd and from completing the content of those principles, that 
it represent the interests of the working people and that it call for win- 
ning and safeguarding national independence against colonialism, Zionism 
and Israel. Those participating in the party must meet conditions set by a 
committee of veteran Wafdists. This should not be left up to just one 
person--meaning Fu'ad Siraj-al-Din. We also reject al-Wafd's submission 
and its desertion of its traditions to the extent of submitting a request 
for a license to declare its formation. 


[Question] Do you think that the New al-Wafd meets these conditions or not? 


[Answer] Of course it doesn't. Al-Wafd's Higher Council, with 21 members, 
includes just 5 Wafdist members. Nationally and socially, the other mem- 
bers do not follow the past policy line of al-Wafd or are from among the 
remnants of the other totalitarian schools. I believe that all leftovers 
of al-Sadat school--such as Mansur Hasan, who is expected to supervise the 
party press, Isma'il Fahmi, ‘Abd al-Razzaq 'Abd-al-Majid and Muhammad 
[brahim Kamil--will join al-Wafd Party. 


(Question}] Does this mean that you are against the New al-Wafd Party in 
its present condition? 


[Answer] No. As long as it uses the name of al-Wafd, we are its cadres 
because it is the nation's national and social legacy. We represent the 
other current in al-Wafd and we represent the continued internal opposition 
in al-Wafd, no matter how fierce and open, because this opposition reflects 
popular tendencies. The party will not grow unless it submits and responds 
to these tendencies. 

‘Question|] Does this mean that you will join the New al-Wafd Party? 
(Answer! If it meets the conditions we want, then we will join it. 
\OQuestion}] Is it likely that it will reject you if you decide to join it? 


f Ana: ] N 
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[Question] What is the explanation for your opposition during al-Wafd's 
latest celebration of the anniversary of Sa'd and al-Nahhas? 
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delivering his address, we shouted: "Al-Nahhas abrogated the treaty. 


lhe List of written cheers distributed by al-Wafd with the approval 
,iraj~al-Din and topped by the cheers for Mubarak angered us. We 
o compel all to respect the anniversary. So while Siraj-al-Vin was 


the treaty [with Israel], abrogate the treaty.” When Siraj-al-Din 
it he envies the National [Democratic] Party for having Mubarak as 
rman, we shouted: "The revolution party, not the state party. 


Al-Nahhas was the enemy of Zionism and did not conclude a peace treaty. No 
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and no capitulation on al-Nahhas’ anniversary." When Siraj said, 
wr and friend Fu'ad Muhyi-al-Din,"” we shouted: "You now have a 
Muhyi-al-Din, as al-Sadat is Begin's friend." 


in| Do you have a personal grudge against Fu'ad Siraj-al-Din? 


[t is not a personal grudge but a political one. We held this 


position inside al-Wafd even before the revolution and demanded that 


Siraj-al 


ind 


rye 


-Vin be ousted because he corrupted political life inside al-wWafd 
use he represents the heart of the right in al-Wafd. 


m| What is your evaluation of the July revolution? 


Nationally, the revolution was no different from the Wafdist 
mm, except in particulars. Socially and economically, what is 
‘d as al-Wafd's imprint on social justice was given a more advanced 
ince. Our emphasis was on political democracy, whereas the July 


ion focused on soctal democracy. The retreat from the revolution's 


shments occurred because the accomplishments were separated from 


isses benefiting from them due to the absence of the democratic dimen- 


i 


his is why al-Sadat was able to scrap the accomplishments without 


ition What is your evaluation of al-Sadat regime? 
Wer [t sold Egypt for a rubber check and the sale extended to include 
entire Arab area and Arab cause, which has thus reached its present 
if 
iz And what ipbout Husni Mubarak? 
’ ‘ ‘ , ’ 
r | [t is a continuation of al-Sadat’s regime, but with less inten- 
nd more discretion. No fundamental change has occurred under this 
nat has happened is a change in form and approach. 
it it is your evaluation of the existing Egyptian opposition 
Le ind what possibility exists for the formation of a national front? 
ill emanate from the government, flow into the government 
iti the face of the government to the extent that it pleases the 
raéhip. These organizations are wary of a new progressive platform 
f f Want ae iV yj l moet ing with it 9 Spec lally if this platforr 
ist from their's by its popularity, its legacy and its 





seriousness. This is where the disagreement between the Wafdist Vanguard 
and these parties arises. As for the front, such a front is established 
among political forces defined in organizations. This is why such a front 
cannot be formed before the formation of independent organizations for all 
political forces in Egypt. 


[Question] What is the position of the Wafdist Vanguard toward the issue 
of the vanguard and of unity? 

[Answer| Unless the countries of the Arab nation win their national inde- 
pendence, then engulfing them with unity becomes, democratically, premature 
and a cause of retreat, not progress. National independence must be present 
first and then there has to be democratic popular readiness to produce 
unity, which should have a socialist content. 


[Question] how can this concept agree with the policy of al-Nahhas, which 
you adopt and which created the Arab League before complete national inde- 
pendence was achieved by the Arab countries? 


[Answer] That was just a start. Ideas and policies can be developed. 
[Question] What are the next steps for the Wafdist Vanguard? 


| We are now striving to hold three public rallies before the end 
of 1953. The first will be held at al-Sayyidah Zaynab Square on 

25 September and the second in Bab al-Sha'iriyah on 6 October. These two 
rallies were supposed to be held in 1977 but al-Nabawi Isma'il prevented 
us. A final decision was issued in our favor by the State Council in 1980. 
The two rallies must be held in implementation of the court decision. The 
third rally is scheduled to be held in al-Tahrir Square on the 55th anni- 
versary of al-Nahhas' assumption of al-Wafd Party chairmanship. The ques- 
tion of this rally is being examined by the State Council and a decision 

on it will be made at a session to be held on 4 October. 


[ An SWeT | 


Dr ‘“Abd-al-Muhsin Hammudah is himself a phenomenon that merits attention. 
tlone carries the burden of the movement to keep the name of the Wafdist 
Vanguard before the arena of events in Egypt. Perhaps we would not be 
exaggerating if we say that were it not for the persistent and querulous 
sence of Dr Hammudah, the Wafdist Vanguard would be just a past legacy 
kept by the history of the Egyptian national movement in the pages of 


[he man has talked about himself in a manner that makes both the listener 
ind the reader certain that he is the rare sort that survives only in con- 
stant struggle. The struggle of Dr Hammudah, who was born on 6 April 1929, 


began with the successive student demonstrations against the British in 


whi f ne took part. In 1946, he was secretary of the National Committee of 
workers and Students, which led the tumultuous demonstrations against the 
ylonists. He was also elected deputy chairman of the Wafdist Vanguard, 
which was led by Mustafa Musa. After reaching the final year of his 
yllege studies, which he began in 1944, he was dismissed because of his 
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political activity. So he went to France to complete his studies there in 
1949. Because he wanted to go to the United States, the Council of Minis- 
ters issued a decision appointing him press attache in Washington in 1950, 
But he was deported from the United States on a court order after spendiny 
months under arrest there. When the July 1952 revolution broke out, 
Hammudah and the Wafdist Vanguard opposed it. He was jailed at the outset 
of 1953 and acquitted in July of the same year. But he was arrested before 
he left the jail and stayed in prison until June 1956 when he was released, 
He then left Egypt and lived as a roving opponent of the revolution for a 
period of 10 years. In 1959-60, he managed a radio station hostile to 
"Abd-al-Nasir and financed by ‘Abd-al-Karim Qasim. This station transmitted 
its programs from Iraq! When Qasim's downfall became imminent, Hammudah 
left Iraq, using a forged Iraqi passport, for Romania where he spent 2 1/2 
years. From there, he proceeded to Czechoslovakia under an assumed name. 

[In Romania, according to Hammudah, "I learned litigation, because 1 filed 
numerous lawsuits against the Czech authorities!" In 1966 Dr Hammudah, who 
had assumed the name Muhammad ‘Adil while broadcasting from Qasim's Iraq 
against 'Abd-al-Nasir, presented himself to Majdi Hasanayn, then Egyptian 
ambassador to Czechoslovakia, revealing to him his true identity and his 
anti-Nasir activity and asking the ambassador to [help him] return to Egypt. 
When the ambassador submitted a memorandum, which Dr Hammudah himself had 
prepared on his situation, to ‘Abd-al-Nasir, the memorandum was referred 

to Amin Huwaydi for study and a decision was issued allowing him to return. 
Thus, Hammudah returned with three sons, each born in a different Arab or 
furopean capital, none bearing his father's true name and all born from a 
Spanish wife. He returned to Egypt to be appointed in the petroleum sec- 
tor--an appointment compatible with his Ph.D. in geological engineering, 
which he had obtained in Paris in 1958. None of 'Abd-al-Nasir's men or 

his government officials harassed the man who had toured various capitals 
for 10 years during which he attacked ‘Abd-al-Nasir, his regime and his 
people, describing them as fascists, terrorists and collaborators with 
Zionism and colonialism. After recounting in detail his interesting story 
against 'Abd-al-Nasir and its conclusion with his return tv Live in 
"Abd-al-Nasir's Egypt, without being subjected to any har:n, Hammudah talked 
about his participation in the Cairo University student movements of 19/1-72 
ind 1973-75 and in the popular uprising of January 1977. I still remember 
nim during that uprising jumping on the shoulders of the demonstrators in 
il-Oubbah quarter to shout calls that he seemed to have retained from the 
lays of his demonstrations against the king, calls such as: "Where is the 
food, where is the clothing, oh you government of the womanizer." Hammudah 
nas said: "The Wafdist Vanguard has shouldered--perhaps it is more accurate 
to say Hammudah has shouldered--the burden of confronting the dark image 
that has been attached to al-Wafd and has proven that al-Wafd is still alive 
ind has courageous and firm positions." As for the rest of the story of 

Or Hammudah and the Wafdist Vanguard, it has had the chance to become well- 
known. The rest of this story centers mainly on his persistent efforts to 
Jin the right to a public rally on the occasion of the anniversary of 
Mustafa al-Nahhas, the man whom Dr Hammudah holds almost sacred and for 
whom he still wears a black tie in mourning. 
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OPPOSITION, GOVEKNMENT DEBATE PROBITY OF CONSULTATIVE ASSEMBLY ELECTIONS 
Various “lection Irrevularities Detailed 
Cairo AL-SHA'S in Arabic 11 %ct 43 pp 4, 5 


[Article by “Muhammad ‘Abd-al-Qaddus, ‘Atif Husayn, Ahmad «11l-Suyufi and 
Muhammad al-Sa' dani" | 


[Text] In Giza, The Attendance Was Less Than 1 °#rcent and There Were 
Students and Policemen in the Committees! 


In the Governorate of Giza, »blatant violations of the election law occurred. 
The masses boycotted the elections i1 a striking, fashion which Egypt had not 
witnessed before, to the point where the attendance rate in one connittee 
came to less than just 1 percent! 


Lest one not just seen to be comiitting, slander, in Conmni*tee 10 in Bulay 
Al-Dakrur, whose headquartecs were the Jihan al-Sadat school, the number of 
voters cane to 1,276 while the nunber of people who appeared cane to only 
nine, that is, less than 1 percent! 


“Yuhanmad Abu-al-Padl al-Jizawi, member of the executive connittee in the 
Socialist Labor Party, was a menber of this committee, 


All evidence showed that the Egyptian peopie decided to boycott these elec- 
tions. I went around a nunber of coma) ttees in Giza and Cairo. Accompanyuing 
me on this tour were Sayyid Hasan, directoc of the office of Muhammad Abu- 
al-Fadl al-Jizawi and nenbec of the peneral conference of the Labor Party, and 
[brahim Dahdad, the photographer for AL-SHA'B newspaper. Our attention was 
lrawn by the fact that the public was given no guidance, The voters had to 

be election experts in order to «now whera the connittees were. It was 


really hard to pet to some commnitteens, such as the flasan Suwaylin schoo 


7 ‘+ 
~ 


hal 


Misr al-adimah, where there were two connittees., It was in an alley bran- 
chine off from a narrow street. All the connittees we went into had ether 
J 


no voters, for the most part, or we found a voter or two in them at the \ 
most. In the Nasre-al-Din joint elesentary school, where my companion, Sayyid ‘ 
Hasan, cast his vole, the committee chairman told ‘im, “You are the third 

pergon since the morning.” Tnat was aft noon, 


r 














This coanittee had 1,200 voters, and he was the third to cast his vote, 5 


hours after the stact of the elections. 


Close to the al-Zamr canal, we observed a line. I thought it was a line of 
voters, and we stopped there. It was apparent that it was a line of people 
reyistering supply cards in the National Party. Thus they failed to draw 
people to the Consultative Assembly elections, but they did succeed in 
attracting then to the party to record their supply cards! 


We observed only policemen, nolice officers and large numbers of “children. 
Most of the committees were in primary schools. In one of these comiittees 
we observed a rally of children and realized the reason behind the secret of 


s°°r 
their happiness and joy -- it was a holiday that day, because the elections 
sere being held there! 


t of the committee chairmen had anticipated what happened. They were 
sitting down, resigned to drinking tea or reading the newspapers. 


While - was in the al-‘'Umraniyah committee by the Pyrainids, a voter cane in 
whom I stopped to observe. There had been a mistake in his nane. le was 
called Kamil Sa‘id Sulayman. 9n the list, his father’s nane was Sayvid 
rather than Sa‘id. The voter changed [it to] “Sa'id,” correcting the change 
that had occurred regarding his father. The important thing is that the 
chairman of the committee agreed to give him an election card in spite of 
that mistake. Hie could not ignore any voter, because they were extrenely 
scarce, The voter read the nanes of the candidates more than once, then said 
to the coaumittee chairman, “I do not know anyone -- who will I vote for?" He 
answered him by stating, “Vote for the ones you have.” Tne voter made an 
almost invisible cross mars, then went out saddened, as if he felt recret at 
having taken part in these elections, in which he did not know anyone. 
However, he had gone out of fear of being fined. 


[ observed flagrant violations in the various election committees during my 
tour of them. Article 24 of the law regulating them stipulates that each 
committee is to be made up of a chairman, a secretary and two menbers, 
“delegates,” but in each committee I went to I saw only the committee 
chairman and secretary, meaning that their wor was not properly perfocned, 
because there wa no legal quorum, and there was no basis for the adninistra- 
tive worw, thus rendering it invalid. When the chairnan of one of the 
committees, Committee Six in “lisr al-Qadimah, whose headquartecs were the 
Hasan Suwaylim school, was asked, his response was very strange. He said 
that he was content to have policemen, because they were stronymen, and the 
leading figure in the area, and there was no need to have any delerates! 
4 further violation occurred when the lists of the voters cequired overall 

is is what the chairman of the al-'Umraniyah school comnittee at 
the Pyramids told me. He told ne, “The lists are very old. They were set out 

d many people must have died, or moved to other places, but 


. — ‘ a . a » 4 » pd ’ 
iat can | do -- I am the slave of the station chief!’ 
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could go to write out his vote, to puarantee secrecy. That conflicted with 
t law regulating these elections. Indeed, it was in conflict 
| decent elections anywhere in the world. 


is that some of the very few voters who appeared wrote out 
2 ny on the ballot box itself, and others vave their 

ittee chairman himself, who did not asx then to move 
away from him. These are elections Egyptian style. 


ide the Connittees 


atest violations I observed was the presence of police inside 

themselves, which marked a blatant violation of the law, 

y Article 23 of the law bearing on Consultative Assenbly elec- 
nda." was to be found in Committee Six in the ilasan Suwaylin 

si-Qndisad, where I observed a number of policemen with the 

chairman of the committee, where there wer2 no voters. There was nothing 

surprising in thats: the chairman of this committee answered, when asked why 

there were no delegates in his comnittee, as the law stipulates, that he was 

content to have the police because they were strongmen, 

The farce ceached its climax when the leading figure ia the area, who 

belongs to the Ministry of the Interior, asked to nave his photograph taken 

as he was enzaged in putting a bal’ot in the box. Thus the mockery reached 

s farthest limit, with the ballots and indeed all the elections 


ct? 


\t the committee in the Martyr Ahmad ‘Abd-al-"Aziz school in Giza, we tvok 
note of a police sergeant and detective inside the connittee, The sergeant 
told the detective, “Stay here and be careful about talking to anyone.” Wher 
We becan to proceed to photograph them, someone cane ind said, "Tne peneral 
ived,” and everyone rushed out. After that a “well-meaning” officer 
sane and told us, “Look out, you have photographed the sergeant and the 
letective, taking photographs is forbidden, so please do us a favor.” Thus 


we were politely 2jected,. 
s é 


ven the Judges Ignored Their Duty 
Through all these violations, I observed tne degre-: of neplizence of the 
‘ople supervising these comic elections! 


1 the judges themselv2s and the committee heads supervising the branch 
covnittees were negligent in their work. I found the judge supervisiny, the 
‘lections in “isc 4l-Qadinmah in the police precinct, sitting in the investi- 
‘ative officer's roon, not in his noriaal place in the peneral committee. I 


{ not find the judge in Bulaq al-Dakrur at all. 1 proceeded to ask about 
in the precinct station, and a civilian told me, “His jobd starts at 9500 
yurs.” One of the officers discovered how wrong, the parson making the 
statenent { beea, and told me, “No, he is here, come with ne.” [ went with 
nim from one roon to another until we ended up in the station chief’s roon. 
e told me, “Basically his honor the judge is a litte ill and went to the 
spital for a uwiination. Come in a little while:” 











In the Al-Wasita District in Bani Suwayfs: The Government Threatens Citizens 
with a 30 J-Pound Fine 


7 


ict, citizens were surprised to find governanent cars 
treets when the citizens boycotted the elections, vwar- 


: ines that would be imposed on then in the event they did 
not vo to the election committees. After an hour of these warnings had sone 
by, and no one had appeared, the government cars made anothe 

tour, stating tha the governnent would impose a fine of 100 pounds on people 
wno did not go to the ballot boxes. After another hour, the government 


; ae 
Y cautionary 


raised the amount of the fine to 200 pounds. At 1600 hours in the afternoon, 
an hour before the work of the committees ended, the vehicles made 4 


l 
| campaign anong the citizens, warning them that the fine would 
be 309 pounds. Thus the fining process was subjected to an auction, reaching 
300 pounds in the case of the people who boycotted the elections in the 


District of al-Wasita. 


"disruptive 


wr 


[In Heliopolis, Public Sector Company Vehicles %rought Workers to the Connittee 


. 1] 1-7 Tie , , ‘ » c ‘ ‘ ~~ 4 ~ Ly , . es - 
[In Heliopolis, there were no voters in the election committees. However, the 
: 


ens, and brought four Nile General Con- 


rovernnent sought to round up citi 
cles carrying, company workers ty the Helio- 
e 


stuction and Paving, Company vehi 
~“~14 m4 74 - ur Sa “ia r* ‘al r itte E ; 4 “ 310° *"T'> “TyINHANY - ae he oY tT 
POLIS “M1lliltary secondary committee on Frarid otreet. ine conpany Manaze nent 


thus committing a 


‘eo’ 


yathered these workers together to cast their votes 
blatant administrative violation. That happened at j 
yn the buses wre 20524, 20054, 21324, Cairo, and 172 Giza! 


the Labor VParty Secretary, 


In al-“atariyah, Cairo, some policemen falsified the elections themselves. 
Salim al-Zuqlah, secretary of the Socialist Labor Party in the al-‘“atariyah 
Strict, tiscovered this fraud as early as 121) hours when he went to 
e) 2ction t) ‘Lttee y2 L fl the ‘Arab al-Tawilah School, where ne found 1 
Lice ireeant sitting at the desk in the conmittee, with the chaircnan of 
the co “tee beside him and 4 citizen in front of the two of then nane of 
"Al ‘ajab al-Rayyan, who assed the chairman of the connittee to ike A mar 
the votinys ard in his place. The police seryveant took the card iron the 
itizen and ide a crossmark on it. At that point Salim al-Zuqlah protested 


vehemently over the presence of the police serzeant in the committee, and 
r ‘ ’ t. 9 
the fact that he had made a mark on the voter's card. At L 
Ts D -— aan - ast +. 4 ‘ aia omni : 
sergeant abused the Labor Party secretary witli the vilest lLanzuaze and 
' 


saulted nim, beating him in front of everyone present: 


t tnat point 111 tl-Zuqlah decided to inforn the police of the incident 
») that it could investigate it. The deputy station chief came, along with 
the chief of the investisation unit in the department, and they tried to 
ceconcile the police sergeant and the Labor Party secretary. The police 
5eT ea it of I ered hil 1pol JP,y 9 ut t ie wd bor 3 arty sc [rei At y se a I i iat 
that be set down in the police ledger, and the deputy station chief retused 
t rite up a report on the incident? 
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‘roup of otficers then appeared and asxed that Salin 41-Zuqlah go with 
them to the station to meet the station chief and the judge. He went to the 
station at 1500 hours, but the chief inforned him that the judve had gone 

lunch. He then returned and said that the judge was passing by the 
committees. In this manner, the police tried to keep the Labor Party secre- 
tary away from the comnittee! 
Jalim al-Zuqlah discovered a nmunber of violations of law. In comnitthee 32, 
there was a committee chairman but no appointed secretary, and the two 
lelevates stipulated by law for the voters were not present. There was no 
one in the women's committee, except for one person going dack and forth 
amony, the committees. When the judge appeared, Salim al-Zuqlah asked him to 
vo down to the committee to see the violations for himself. The station 
chief tried to prevent that, up to 1790 hours, when the judge went out, 
accompanied by the chief and deputy chief. Then he was surprised to see a 
box being taken away by truck. Salim al-Zuqlah demanded that the judge 
receive the two reports on the committees, the chairman of the committee 
said that the reports were in the boxes, and at that time the youny person 
Who was present in the women’s committee tried to escape into the school 
jith the reports. Salim 4)-Zuqlah asked the judge to take the two reports, 
because they were not in the hoxes! 
In [Marsa] Matruh: The Name of the Current People’s Assembly Chairman Was 
Not To Be Found in the List of Localities in Matruh 


'n Matruh, the governorate witnessed a forn of perversion of the will of the 
soters. Tne masses largely boycotted the elections for two essential rea- 
ons: first, the base of the tribal groups in Matruh reject Consultative 
ssenably candidates who do not represent them, and second, the masses reject 
the actions of the National Party in the governorate. This boycott prompted 
the Sidi Barrani station chief to demand that a menber of the election 
[thee circulate amony the inhabitants. That member was only the organi- 
‘ational secretary of the party comnlttee in Sidi 3arrani. Nonetheless, the 
‘izens were surpcised to find that the results of the referendum the 
*c of the interior declared cane to 75.6 percent in Matruh Governo- 
te, oronptine a number of citizens to sead cables to the president, anong 
the citizens Idris Hibah Jabr and Harbi Shalluf. There were 279 words 
we of the cables sent to the president, all asserting that the will of 
in theic absence! 


sovercnnent Official Answers Charves 
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ity here, The parties are becoming 
reg, and the results of the elections, 
underline the fact that the Nario- 
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han A million votes from the voters, while 
rty lists have to obtain just 20 percent, that 
ion votes, [for the elections] to be valid. 
rty has fira support anon the bases of the 

has failed in its appeal to the citizens to 
tional Party was on the side of Legitimacy and 
wnen the opposition cluny to an attitude o 
ield. Is this reserve of capital with the 

is? 

masses’ tepid reception was due to a lack of 
ole of the Cons: ative Assenbly, which is 


in general issues and does not discuss the 5- 
bly does. It is not our fault that the people 
2 not referred to the constitution, which 
Assembly, among them the di 
constitution and the draft eeneral econc 
ne fact is that the report the Consultativ 
an should be considered one of the e 
in parliamentary history, and the fact is 
ce in the assenbly contain criticisa and 
overnnent takes into consideration -~- indeed, 
issued on the basis of Consultative Assenbly 
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sportation sector for instance. 
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ons showed that there was less voting in the towns than in the 
ni rural zovernorates, in view of the difference in ani nature of 
ral traditions in the two areas; we were not surpcised by that, 
at is the case in the People’s Assembly 2lections. 
for exanple, the turnout at People’s Assembly elections does aot 
percent, and in many departments there are runoffs anonz candi 
use the minimun turnout, which is 20 percent, is not attained, in 
ie heated competition and the competing publicity anong candi- 
of families were not moved from sections like al-Wayili and Bulaq 
is in ‘Ayn Shais, al-Salam, and al-Zawiyah al-lianra’. They did not 
c voting residence, and did not participate in the election. In 
1 large percentaze of women failed to vote because they had no 
ards in their possession, and the eget were not allowed to 
our @arly, as had happened, to enab them to cast their votes. In 
lat, the turnout was 33.5 percent. 

elicttling the importance of the elenent of competition and its 
ym tne stages; here is where the challenge and the criterion of the 
salts lay. We are not saying that it was not possible for matters 
ei. better than they vere, but we do believe that the results were 
n they had been, that we are trying to achieve better things, that 
‘ion did not succeed in anything, except in refraining fron offe- 
lates out of fear er the results, and that some negative ele- 
e electoral tradition are nornal and we have referred to sone 
ich require study from all political forces, the majority and the 
; 
» Corrupt 2 Elections 
evspaper published the statement that a police sergeant attacked 
L-Zuqlah, the Labor Party secretary, duriag the consultative 
in al-‘latariyah. In the report on this incident, of which I was 

ic llustafa Ghubashi, the lawyer, the secretary of the “National 
l-Matariyah stated that Salim al-Zuqlah had run in the People’s 
bections i1 1979 after coming back Fron Libya. 4e did not win, 
oraing of the elections, came to the headquarters of the °Arab al- 

<tee and stood Laciting the citizens to rule the results of the 
invalid or vo out and cast invalid votes. The police sergeant’s 
Was irawn because his conduct was considered interference ia the 
rocess, and no sooner ville Salin al-Zuglah start vecdally abdu- 
Olice sergeant than upstanding neople intervened t» resolv? the 
nd tne judge and deputy station chief appeared in the headquarters 
iqla yres fron a respectad fanilv in al-Matariyah whi rejects 
3; conduct, Ir ite of that, we do not azree that anyone riled 
,» and peace shou! elony £9 people who observe caln. 
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sxperts in the canonical law of Islam. 








ISLAMIC SHARI'AH DISCUSSED 

F in Arabic No 288%, 23 Oct 83 p 56 

yyid Zaki, deputy speaker of the People's Assembly, Dy Muhjat 
ypeaker of People's Assembly Says, ‘Codification of the Canoni- 
[s One of the Most Important Acts of Business for the Next 


-e was formed in 1978 to codify the provisions of the canoni- 
r e | 


but the years went by and so 


® 
wn 
(> 
( ‘ 
4 
nal 
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e's Assembly about th 


, Geputy speake 
il " 
a w will be introduced to the 


ill be taken on the bill this session, God willing. Some people 
long time has gone by since the committee was formed in December 
factor was necessary for study and examination. Time was neces- 
some out with an integrated law that would fulfill the demands 
nat regard. This is because putting Islamic law into practice 
5 provisions is considered a return to basics. for the 
rather for all the Arab and Islamic nation. 
ason that Dr Sufi Abu Talib, speaker of the assembly proposed 
the assembly's special committee be reorganized and that it 
en subcommittees. Each one of these subcommittees would under- 
of the projects completed Dy tne pre 1ous tecnnical committee. 
5 were given the right to seek the assistance they wanted fror ' 


£ | iré é rner faKrer AQOT 1or JaOT | rc rr ‘ ; 4 CA iv 
r rr ‘ y r r a rer r “Ff - - c nr , ’ l¢ 
. , ; 4 i gai i i i € " s/ A 3 
+ . -+ - | rns 
I . ,¢ in’ , ré r = ‘ ¥ a iret i ar De I aa 








, y if nal ‘ , fransact r ‘ ns ‘tent ’ ‘ iT ’ i | 
r ftee ive een tryir t ieYr é idgments of ; ial rela 
t nar al transactions that ive ef mtroauced into tne orld and 
. ; ; t<¢ + scholar ~+ iris r eT ‘ ive r ; toucned 
, frees ive een trving fo ierive tfnose jidyments tnat are cor 
> > trig ™ t Ons ahi soc er . oro l¢ j tT Ho 56 id monet ; onror - «¢ fre 
r t rir es of the canonical law of Islam. This of course will ne 
ra ict I P msuranceé if nvestment etnods. 


‘ f tnese iwWS actual i eer irarted and prepared [for discussion, or 
. , re es till ¢ erir those matters 
t t i ictual!l eet irarite P sucT IS Che oGge ot Jil 
roc re. jubcommittee has also completed drafting the explanatory memoran 
to ! iv aS well as a Statement of its legal principles. A prosecution 
» tne : inatory memorandum to it and its statement of leyval principles have 
‘ t ° litigation bill has also been drafted, but the subcommittee 


reparing the explanatory memorandum for that bill. A draft 


116s een drafted--a general section, mandatory punishments and 
nents. The explanatory memorandum and a statement of the 
r that la nave peer lrafted. A trade bill has been drafted: 
i » An alms tax bill, a social equality tax bill and the 
if i tor all tnat ivé ee, iraited. 
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BRIEFS 
PROTOCOL WITH BULGARIA--Tunis, 5 Nov (TAP)--The Tunisian-Sul 


A)\) i UWILS Ash 


th the signing in Tunis on Friday, of the protocol of the 
the mixed commission in the field of economic, scientific« 


eration. Mr Rachid Sfar, the Tunisian economy minister, and 


Vv, the Bulgarian chemical industry minister, signed the 


ss 


peech, Mr Rachid Sfar said that the good results which have 


agreement with our joint aspiration for the realization 


. 
cG ri at 


»f trade and for a more judicious use of the Bulgarian credit 


iisia while seeing to it that the realization of a workshop 


»f spare parts intended for mining work be speeded up. 
is ° in French 130 GMT 5 Nov 83 LD] 


rar®r 
| iA} 
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\N--Kuwait, 24 Oct (WAKH)--An agreement was signed here today 
ib economic and soci fund and Tunisia, whereby the fund will 


loan of 1.5 millio waiti dinars to finance an agricu!] 
rpt | GF242046 Manama WAKH in Arabic 1215 GMI 24 Oct 53 
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RIFTS IN OPPOSITION BLOCS DISCUSSED 
London AL-HAWADITH in Arabic No 1403, 30 Sep 83 p 30 


(Article by Sulayman al-Farzali: "Overweening Powers Exaggerate Iraci 


"7 


Opposition's Differences” ] 


[Text] The Gulf war, which in Europe they call the "forgotten war" now 

that it has entered its 4th year, will be the subject of internationalization 
within the ncxt year and will no longer be forgotten, according to well- 
informed diplomatic sources. With the Gulf war approaching the phase of 
internationalization, the factions opposing both the Iraqi and Iranian regimes 
have begun to probe the likely solutions and their ramifications to the 
internal conditions in both countries. The signs of political battles 

have emerged between these factions, especially the factions opposing the 
[Iraqi regime, “along the lines” of disagreement over sharing the bear's skin 
before the bear is hunted. 


The two main blocs sharing the Iraqi opposition are the Higher Council of 
the Islamic Revolution in Iraq, led by Hujjat al-Islam Muhammad Bagir 
al-Hakim, son of the late higher authority of Iraq who died in 1970, who is 
headquartered in Tehran, and the National Front, which is headquartered 

in Damascus and which encompasses a number of other opposition parties, 
including the Kurdish Revolution’s Provisional Command, led by brothers 
Mas'ud and Idris al-Barzani, Jalal al-Talabani'’s faction, the Islamic Action 
Organization and al-Da'wah Party. 


What is interesting is that the Iraqi Communist Party is tied to the two 
aforementioned blocs by relations of phased cooperation. Recently, however, 
these relations have turned somewhat tepid due to differences in political 
perceptions of the future phase. It is the opinion of some opposition 

sources that the Communist Party is still betting on a “Soviet advance in the 
area through the Lebanon war and the Gulf war," with an internal advance by 
the Communist Party parallel to the Soviet advance at the international level. 


These sources say that the friction between the Higher Council of the Islamic 
Revolution in Iraq and the Communist Party developed when the Council recently 
issued a statement saying that the cooperation formula "should be established 
through Islamic goals." The Communists have said in reply that the Couricil's 
statement poses prior restrictions and conditions and that this is undesirable 
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in sound political relations. The Communists say, moreover, that this 
position “emanates from the tendency to monopolize political action in our 
country--a tendency that has been catastrophic for our country.” 


It is the assessment of circles close tu the Communist Party that this position 
of the Council “constitutes a retreat on a number of sound previous 


"T 


These sources assert that the disagreement goes beyond phased political action 
to specifications "determining the alternative to the current situation," 
according to the said sources. Whereas the Council asserts that the people 
se no system other than the Islamic system, the Communists say that 
nation will ultimately lead to "usurpation of the democratic 
the goals of most of the opposition forces that demand a demo- 
cratic republic led by a democratic national coalition government." 


By taking this position, the Communist Party is dealing with the political 
action in its entirety and is addressing a direct and strong criticism to 
the Higher Council because its statement “has not underlined the freedom of 
political action for the other forces and has not uttered a single word or 
freedom of the press, freedom of expression or freedom to demonstrate and 


[It is also natural that disagreement would arise between the two positions on 
foreign policy and international conditions. The Higher Council, as noted 

in its statement, deals with the international issue from two positions. 

he first emanates from "defending the rights of ail the powerless," and the 
second emanates from the slogan "neither Eastern nor Western and fighting al] 
the world's overweening [al-istikbar] powers" without defining the identity of 


tnese rorces. 


But the Communist Party, which has not answered the first point because it is 
mpatible with its propaganda, has answered the second point very sharply 
and angrily because it puts the socialist camp on the same footing with the 
imperialist camp. The American overweening and the Soviet overweening are in 
the same basket insofar as the Higher Council is concerned, whereas they 
ire not the same to the Communist Party, considering that the Soviet Union is 
support on which one can rely to defeat the U.S. schemes in the 
rea and that any departure from this perception is a waste of time, not to 
mention that such a departure reduces the chances of victory! 


wever, some opposition sources abroad say that the signs of this disagreement 
iews between the Higher Council and the Iraqi Communist Party began te 
erze from the time the Islamic Republic of Iran pounced on the Communist 
irty and tried and executed its leaders on the charge of spying for 
reign power. This is why these sources believe that this disagreement in 
ews is the result of reflection of the given situation in Iran. 


urces further say that the disagreement between the Higher Council 
the mmunist Party has had its ramifications within the two factions. There 
ire those in the Communist Party who believe that all these disputed 
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projections are premature and must be shelved temporarily, and there are 
those in the Higher Council who believe that the declared goals of the 
opposition generally are exaggerated and that the possibility of an end 


to the Iraq-Iran war must be visualized. Those who advocate this include 
"Abbas al-Madrasi and his brothers Kazim and Husayn. 


But these sources have quoted Hujjat al-Islam Muhammad Baqir al-Hakim, the 
Council chairman and its official spokesman, as saying that some of 

these groups include elements that do not support his chairmanship of the 
Council and that the groups receive support "from well-known members of the 
[ranian Consultative Council." Perhaps what is more important than this is 
that the Council official spokesman has asserted that these factions include 
some that call for ending the war between Iran and Iraq before the objectives 
of the Islamic revolution are achieved in Baghdad. 


» 


As for the opposition National Front, which is headquartered in Damascus, the 
issue is somewhat different, considering that the Islamic Action Organization 
and al-Da'wah Party last year took a rigid stand against accepting the 
Communist Party as a side in the front. These two parties have justified their 
position on the grounds that the Communists hold atheistic views and that 

the historical positions of the Communist Party "have not been sound 
nationalist positions,” referring in this regard to the failure of the Iraqi 
Communist Party to oppose the establishment of the State of Israel in 1948, 


The opposition is trying to infiltrate the internal situation in Iraq from the 

id not from the south, as previously expected. This is because these 

factions have beer resent in the north for a long time due to the ruggedness 

of the area. SAWT AL-"IRAQ, a publication issued by the Islamic Call 

Vanguards in Europe (No 39, September 1983), has underlined the need for Iran 

to launch a decisive offensive in the north to achieve three objectives: 
ntrol Dukan Dam, control the pipeline that passes through Turkey and 

carries oil to the Mediterranean and control the Iraqi Army camp in 

Rawanduz, which is considered, according to the publication, “the core of the 

ortheastern area.” 


[he publication has implied a wager on "the overweening powers" due to the 
“development of a natural change in their positions vis-a-vis the Islamic 
‘epublic. These powers have begun to change their spastic dealing into 
flexible dealing. This is the course these powers are trying to follow in 


their efforts to move closer to Iran or to abandon Iraq. 
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1l-Husani: [In a News Conference Given by the Leader 
[rade Delegation; Contracts Valued at Four Million Dinars 
ndustrialists Anticipated; Jordanian Goods to Be Granted 
Breaks and Priority in Entering the Iraqi Market."] 


r Abu Talib ‘Abd al-Matlab al-Hashimi, chairman of the 
ird of the General Establishment for Iraqi Consumer Goods 
+, said that the Iraqi people express their deep appreciation 
ititude for the sut rtive position of his majesty, king Husayn 
lordanian people for Iraq in its just war on which it has 
\rab homeland. 


rdanian rt for Iraq transcends the limits of 

rt to actual participation in Iraq's victory when the 
nteers began to join the soldiers and the people of Iraq in 

le, and Jordanian blood was mixed with Iraqi blood at 


iris new nference held after the signing of the 

| inian-lIraqi trade talks that were held recently: 

, ; tuate 1long the longest lines of fire and which 

Zionist aggression, is able, through its limited 

cr, { iild a flourishing renaissance, by virtue of the glorious 
the Arab nation. By the same token, 

rt nation, and what good comes to it is its 


‘ation was delighted with the level of 
tion that t leveloping nation has achieved, indeed 
tted capabilities. 


n, Mr al-Hashimi said that it came about 
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Industry and Trade and that it 
etween the two countries provided for 


the third session of the lIraqi- 


; held in Baghdad last 
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olums f commercial exchange t nt t ist 
irn vith the development of relatior 
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at the Iraqi delegation learned about different ¢t 
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» through field trips and the cial « ibition t 
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orted to foreign markets, in particular t ipmit 


ror inspection, examination, and assurance of compliance 


»] Lsned ) per lrications bperore they are exporte 


ed that the violations have totally stopped and will never 


ne effect Of the stern supervision imposed on t! 


indertaken because or the need to preserve tne standard Of! 


Inutes were slgned On behalf otf Jordan 


that the ministry has established and that the fulfill- 


by the industries has been Stipulated at the time the 


nmses were issued, 
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jani, director of the Amman Chamber of Industry and members 


‘-legation were present at the signing of the agreement. 
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Walid ‘Asfur, minister of Industry and Commerce welcomed 
ind the accompanying delegation, at which time there took 


f the results of the talks that the delegation in Jordan 
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IN ECONOMIC INFRASTRUCTURE PROBLEMS EXAMINED 
High Living Costs Discussed 
-HAWADITH in Arabic No 1397, 12 Aug 83 pp 59-61 
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rticle nassan Barri: “Some People Are Unable to Match Their Housing and 
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Salaries: Tell Me How Much You Make, and I Will 


<t} One man got married but could not find an 
irtment, so he had to get divorced. Another m. 
ime back from South America to settle down in 
n, but could not find a widow who would marry 


rsity graduates are emigrating in order to provide 
lves with a secure future, and the people who ari 


to buy buildings are people who are working in the 


ind social crisis in Lebanon begins with its housing problem. It 
that, in the case of people living in [Western] nations, a 
percent of an individual's income is spent on housing. In the 
, ¢ P : , . P ' ; 
itegories of people in Lebanon, however, an individual's total 
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nougn to pay tor nousing costs. 


r ms have arisen in Lebanon as a result of this housing problem. 
ing has gone down, more and more people are forced to remain 
irried, and more people are emigrating to foreign countries. Phe 
the focus of a battle which is going on between landlord 
these two groups has its cause and its p tion. 


is been prepared by AL-HAWADITH, provides exampies of thi 
risi whict is Many tragic ramifications. Six months ago, in the 
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money which I brought with me has all been spent, so 


rced to work as a construction worker. Since I am an older man, 
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ld be interes 
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nildren are 


se pounds per month. I have not managed to find a 
‘sted in having me as a husband because I earn so 


y room in Burj Hammud because of the war, I have 
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living in my relatives’ house. 


supervisor in one of the hospitals, had the following 
salary is 2,000 Lebanese pounds a month, and the rent for my house 
ental rate--that is, 1/5 Lebanese pounds per month. Because of 

to continue to live in Beirut. My husband died during the civil 
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, every da: 


2 days. Cooking this dish of food costs me 40 Lebanese 
l buy eight Lebanese pounds worth of fruit. As far as 


erned, every season I buy two dresses and four pairs of shoes 


nese pounds 


Every Sunday evening I go with a group of friends to 


sometimes we spend this evening in someone's house or 
“yr the expenses of the evening are, we all chip in and 
year we go on tourist trips abroad which are available 
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icquire an automobile, then he needs to earn 10,000 
When I tound that insurance and guarantees after the 
|to obtain], I purchased a life insurance policy, the 
Lebanese pounds a month. Marriages have become rare 
;e rents have skyrocketed and Lebanese with low in 

[ am sad concerning the future of the young people 


remain as they are and the housing and income problems 


head of a section in the Ministry of Communications. 
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M , ioney do we have to spend? We do not need to spend very much. ne et 
r , : t reve * . —. loo yt | i tra . he Whiilding anc wtnie® foc e | , f 
si j t ’ 2 hil iit ,7t iJ af Wil LVeé 1n trie Ould ALN » AiiG PIJHIE’ LW Laeifl ; pity s ve bb 


is tood. Our expenses total nearly 1,000 Lebanese pounds a month. By 


wavy ' “>t ant a now.’ 
(nis way, we are able to save some MONEY « 


‘ o « ; , ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ *4 ‘ ‘ 
rKa li Yasin, an electrician, puts electrical wiring in buildings which 
' ‘ ‘ ‘ ’ ‘ f'r ' 
wily constructed. Concerning his work, he said: 'T get LOO 
ds a day. I pay 450 Lebanese pounds to rent my room in al-Shiyah 


juthern suburb of Beirut]. I also help my parents by sending them 400 

inese pounds a month, and I aiso give 100 Lebanese pounds to a poor widow 
who is a relative of ours. Whatever is left, I spend on food and on my car. 
[In spite of this, at the end of every month I am in debt." 


’ ‘ P ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ 
Wiari was stirring cement with his shovel so that it would keep the 
roper nsistency. I asked him about the buildings he was working on, and 
? a ya 


‘re are many of them, so there are plenty of apartments for sale. 
But not many of them are being sold because the prices being asked for them 
ire very high. Any Lebanese who is not a merchant, a doctor, an engineer, a 
iwyer, of a person who works in one of the free professions cannot buy an 
ipartment. I, as a construction worker, get 100 Lebanese pounds a day, and I 
think that this is better than going abroad [to work]. In the summer I work in 
workshops, and in the winter I go to Ba'labakk. The rent which 
r my room in the southern suburb is 500 Lebanese pounds a month. Kight 


o 


re are no more apartments for rent.” 


yrahim Mardin, a village mayor, said: "Right now we are going through an 
risis, and there are merchants who will be declaring bankruptcy in 
the ir future. What good is Greater Beirut to us when there are no tourists? 
irthermore, there is the high cost of living. If I invite some friends of 
restaurant for the purpose of promoting good relations between the 
religious sects, the bill will be sky-high. This limits my activiti-« 
parties is concerned. I would also like to mention 


‘ 


it the village mayors are being ignored by the authorities. For 





4 ‘sy rug “rd , r “5 f “~] v4 <c “ys 5} 4) ‘ ‘ " i* i r 
ive served as the village mayor of al-Musaytibah without receiving 
‘ ¥ ‘ef ‘ “a ‘ 7 h« b + 4 | aefec rriryer ‘ 
iry! | would like to see some consideration be Ziven to tne vi | bAZEe MAYOTS 
ind would ixe to see tnel post-war situation studied, especially since Cie 
(uri-r , ’ or, = » by - - «evil “ae “+ : - ] ( ’ [ Ke ris 
AV LILEG itj/Ww iVdalis that aA V i j lage MAYOr needs lO, JOU Le& Ane ji ~ y7' 744 Gg 
ire remaining empty and all sectors of the population are suffering 
4 ’ y “yit ry rg “ar rats ' i tot , 4 ‘ a7 He e¢ 7 mage M ve f 4 
: i i i ; Je tL aunt ii ‘Jil a c 7 cv « ‘% ¢ c {oo one i/¢ 4 
‘Ca Oo one can pay tne high price sAnKHA)) iaYSIY AiwrVATZI, 
> ¢ le A L - ‘ E« 4 . ¢ , * ‘ ! “ie , . fr , ‘ 
ractor, sald: Lebanese individuals cannot purcnase apartment 
f ire too ezpensl VC o inose wno can pay ror tnem are people Whio have 
ite the Gulf nations, Saudi Arabia and Africa. Dut a Lepanese Lt ize 
| yt able to even dream of owning an apartment in Lebanon. 
~ea P , ‘ is / C ( t as P » P i fon fF ‘ Ate iS wes A 
é ,; at a price of 425,000 Lebanese pounds in Burj Abu Haydar. 
aa f ist if three bedrooms a living room nda dining table 
ii . J ee... i iil } i WALA g a i] Lng } Jiihg ATIG al ALINE aisaA . 
’ P rCour oo 4+ t¢ , ¢ 4 a | r, ric f i 
rea , tne AD irtments are ,O e“zpensil Je 1s tne price Oi onstructi 
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, ounds. iy tnis reason, tne price of 4a ipartment | i 
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ions is | million Lebanese pounds, and the annual rent for such an apart- 


cr? 


loca 
ment is 100,000 Lebanese pounds. Before the war, 1 dhira’ of land in an area 
gsucii as this was only 250 Lebanese pounds. We are really suffering from a 
recession lately because we are not getting any overseas Lebanese as customers. 
Our percentage of sales has gone down to 2 percent. As building contractors 
we are not able to rent out apartments because renters end up becoming the 
owners. We are being hit by taxes, and investment licenses are specified [for 
a certain ngth of time]. If the government would be more lenient with us 
concerning construction, we could build buildings with two or three floors and 
sell them on a long-term basis--that is, for a period of 20 years. We are de- 
manding the freedom to conclude contracts for a period of 10 years, and this 
wus to build apartments for rent. "The matter cannot be solved by 
oming to 


| 


would all 


speeches being given on television. The matter requires basicaily 


terms with tne building contractors. If this is not done, then our society 
will be experiencing a catastrophe which will be worse than the recent war. 


we wish to be treated tairly by the police when we are engaging in our work 
(during the curfew)." 


cc? 


down and people rushed to their homes, and there was an expression 
of depression on the faces of young people who were searching for an apartment 
where they could quietly spend their evenings. 


Rent Law Changes Discussed 
London AL-HAWADITH in Arabic No 1397, 12 Aug 83 pp 61-63 


[Article by Sharbil Zughayb: "A Hue and Cry From Everywhere Is Being Heard 
\Lout an Amendment to a Law Which Is Being Labelled ‘Kick the Tenants Out 


Bak 


At Twenty-five billion Lebanese pounds are involved 
in the transactions between landlords and tenants under 
the system of paying tees to arrange the so-called 


‘7; " } ’ om 4 ‘ " 
Jail iting (Ji the premises. 


Ihe head of the Housing Fund expects its monthly 
irnings to total 10 million Lebanese pounds. 


\fter the promulgation of the Rent Law which introduced some increases in the 
ld rental rates and also introduced some enormous decreases in the rental 
re newly set 4 great hue and cry arose among the tenants and 
indlords, particularly among the small Landlords who live off of the income 
wiich they receive from their tenants’ rent. This situation led the president 
the Champer of Deputies, Kamil al-As'ad, to get in touch with the deputy 
ittorney Nasri al-Ma luf in order to ask him to participate in a television 
lebate during which he would explain what the objectives of the legislators 
were in passing this law. The deputy from Beirut agreed to this request by the 
president of the Champer of Deputies and did this for him on television, bring- 
ing attention to the long period of time which was required to formulate thi 


iw (3 years). He explained the purpose behind the rent increases and decreases 
is being an effort to create a type of relative balance between the old rental] 
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19), 

had left 

of this 
this 

which 
"S86, 

also 

children 


rental rates by the time this law expires in 
o Mr al-Ma'luf about 
the widowad her family lived off of 
prive her of 
this 
family, 


t 


a widow whose husband 
income 
half of 
law was one 
he 


neighbor, who might 
for her her 


the 
low the Kent Law was going to de 
Ma*luf was asked whether or 
i with this widow and her 
n 1 say this is because 
d did not leave her 

ble to pay the rent her apartment--even with 

My friend, the legislators to review all the 

in our society, and not merely the case of your widow." 


not 
answered: 


hie 


O 


anything and 
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something unforeseen 


to the Chamber of 


bill specified the 


overnment submitted an emergency bill 
this body to ratify the bill. The 
reedom in contractual matters concerning rent when the Rent 
However, the deputies reacted to this amendment bill with 
rotest and considered it to be a banana peel on which they 
their popular support and popular base. The Administration 
Kmm@maittee was forced to unanimously reject the bill, and it lost 

a piece of emergency legislation. 
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t of those “rebelling” against the proposed amendments was the 

tee which, via its’ secretary, Mr George al-Hajj, detailed the 

amendments to the tenants. He asserted that there is absolute- 

ation for them at a time when the country is suffering from social, 

nowusing conditions which are deteriorating. He demanded that the 

w the bill from the Chamber of Deputies and called upon the 

) cease their study and discussion of the bill. He 

lords have taken advantage of the publication of 

and have sent their tenants notices saying that the 

to the landlords and that the tenants must vacate 

the Chamber of Deputies will only serve to spread 
"The Tenants’ Committee, in 

and the deputy committees and 


> st nr wen 
-iiMmid 


said: 


‘ 


the 


bill to 
Mr al-Hajj went on to say: 
né positions taken by the government 


i the extent to which they have responded to the campaign which is 
Zec against the amendments, will define its position which is in opposi- 
the bill and will do so via effective agreement and cooperation with 
litical party, union, social, religious, and popular groups in the 
secause a bill such as this cannot be allowed to pass." 
jj added: “The bill presents us with three surprises. The first of 
rprises is the fact that the bill was proposed less than 9 months after 
aé was ratified by the Chamber of Deputies, and this is something 
ins total disregard for the will of the legislators concerning this 
ant social and housing issue. The second of these surprises has been 
reasons given why the bill was necessary indicated that the objective 
mendment is to correct some of the mistakes and ambiguities which 
in the interpretation of some of the articles of the law. However, the 
ts proposed in the text of the amendment bill have dealt with the core 
egal provisions and the essence of the rights and duties concerning 
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leasing--and these are legal provistons, rights and duties concerning which the 
law had achteved a balance between the tenants and the landlords. The third of 
these surprises was the fact that the period of time between the promulgation of 
the law and the proposal of the amendment bill was a period of time which was 
full of breakdowns in the security situation which have increased the amount of 
uuffering resulting from forced relocations in Lebanon, and [because of this] 
there is no justifftceation at all for even thinking about introducing such an 
amendment. "The amendment proposed by the government deals with Article 3 of 
the Law and specifies that there be absolute freedom concerning rental agree- 
ments. This is something which will lead to a tenant having to take his fur- 
nishings out of his apartment at the end of each year and put them on his 
shoulders and go look for another apartment to rent. And he might not even 
find another apartment because these days al! of the landlords are tending to 
rent to prosperous people and people with high incomes. 


"The amendments to Article 6 of the law takes away from tenants who consider 
their place of residence to be simultaneously a place for residence, conducting 
buisness and practicing their trade--according to the text of the law--the right 
to obtain other compensation equal to the losses which such tenants incur as a 
result of vacating the premises such as fees paid to them in return for vacating 
the premises, to compensate them for losing their places of business and cus- 
tomers, to compensate them for the fact that their business has stopped, etc. 
lhis proposed amendment will serve to take away from the tenants all of the 
rights which they have acquired in the successive rent laws since 1944 and will 
eliminate the claims which have been made by tenants in all of the cases which 
have been pending during the last 10 years. The amendment would also abrogate 
Article 14 since it would involve the immediate implementation of all of the 
provisions having to do with surrendering and vacating the premises which are 

at the expense of the tenants. This would mean expelling thousands of Lebanese 
citizens from their places of residence, especially if we take into consideration 
the fact that Royer Shikhani, the minister of justice, has said that 85 percent 
of the cases which have accumulated and which are pending in our courts of law 
ire cases which have to do with renting and leasing." Not only the deputies and 
the tenants have rejected the amendment bill. The General Labor Confederation 
lof Lebanon| has also done its part in rejecting the bill. The head of the 
General Labor Confederation said: "If the bill is ratified, this will lead to 
the creation of an atmosphere of instability in our nation and it will result in 
throwiny many tenants out into the street. We hope that this matter will be 
discussed in a quiet, rational and responsible manner in order that we may al] 
irrive at satisfactory solutions for the consturction sector and in the realm of 
providing housing for our citizens. In our opinion, it is not possible to 
ratify this bill before providing housing for our citizens--and for our workers 
in particular. 

"Although the daily and principal concern at the palace of the republic is that 
of J|iberating our country from the foreign armies that are occuping it, President 
Amin aleJumayyil has also shown particular concern for the housing crisis. F®arly 
last June he invited all those who were concerned about housing in the public 
and private sectors to meet with him, and at this meeting he put all his cards 
on the table. He demanded from them that each sector make its contribution to 





ward solving the housing crisis--a process that was soon to be taken up. He 
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gaye those present at the meeting a deadline of 1 week to present reports to 
the minister of housing. He said that these reports would then be studied, 
their best features would be sorted out, and the contribution of each sector in 
the private and public sectors to the process of solving the housing crisis 
would be determined. However, it appears that the private sector did not take 
the matter as seriously as did the public sector, represented by the Independent 
Housing Fund and the Housing Bank.” 


The chairman of the board of the Housing Bank is Engineer Joseph Sasin, and he 
said the following: "The housing problem is not a matter of how many housing 
unite are being produced, but rather a matter of the quality of what is being 
produced, The government has become aware of this problem and is endeavoring 
to establish a plan to meet all of the demands of the private developers and 
bullding contractors in order that they be able to embark upon the construction 
of buildings whose specifications will correspond to the ability of Lebanese 
citizens to purchase and own them." Mr Sasin also explained: "The Housing 
Bank, which was founded 5 years ago, spent the first 2 years of its existence 
organizing itself in terms of its human and material resources. This is why 
one can 6ay that the Housing Bank really has been in the housing market for 
only 4 years. During that time it extended a total of 240 million webanese 
pounds of loans. This total includes both the principal and interest of the 
loans, and the total number of laons currently being administered py the 
Housing Bank is about 2,000. The number of applications for loans submitted 
increases at a rate of from 20 to 25 every day. The basic problem of the 
Housing Bank is one of resources. This problem is due to the fact that the 
government has not given the Housing Bank all of the means of financing to 
enable the Housing Bank to become a bank in the real sense of the word rather 
than being merely a fund--which is what it is right now--and in order to enable 
it to obtain new resources needed for the implementation of the housing savings 
program. Right now we are working on our final study of this program in order 
to be able to implement it very soon. Also, the government is not guaranteeing 
the bank, and thus it cannot take out loans from the commercial financial market. 
fhe housing savings program," according to Mr Sasin, "follows the following 
basic principles: A client pledges to put away a certain minimum of savings 
in tile savings account in the bank every month, and pledges to do this for a 
mazimum of G years. When this period of time has expired, he may withdraw 
wiat he has saved, along with his legal interest payments, and this is in 
addition to a certain bonus which he receives as a result of allowing the bank 
to utilize his money. In addition to this, he may obtain a housing loan, the 
value of which equals what he has saved, and he also receives priority when it 
comes to being granted a long-term loan in case he should submit a request for 
this type of loan. This approach will serve to have the savings or resources 
of the public invested in the area of housing, and it will primarily insure 
wlf-financing."” Mr Sasin went on to say: "Our entire banking apparatus is 
busy right now, from 8 am till 10 pm [every day], trying to take care of pro- 
cessing all of the applications which have been accumulating at tne bank, and 
we are trying to accomplish this in accordance with a list of priorities which 
is based on the date that we received each of these requests. We hope to finish 
the processing of all of these applications which we have within the space of | 
th, and this means that we will have to finish 357 applications. After this 
isn done, each new application which comes to the bank should take no more than 
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process. it is because of this that we have embarked upon introduc- 


ated system into the bank, aud we will begin using it at the begin- 


- At the present time we are engaging in detailed discussions with 
ion of Banks concerning the utilization of the facilities of the 
Lebanon--which cover all the areas of Lebanon--as a means by 


sue Housing Bank checks. This is in connection with our medium-term 


wiich is that of establishing branches of the Housing Bank in the 


of Lebanon. Until we can accomplish this objective, and in order 
ents the necessity of coming to Beirut--because the process of 
(née papers requires that a person constantly come to Beirut from 


ea of Lebanon he lives in--the use of the private banks’ facilities 


tnem to hand in their applications and fill out all the forms at 
oanks, and this they will be able to do after we reach a final 


nceerning this matter with the Association of Banks. 


yi the public is putting pressure on the Independent Housing Fund. 


for this is that the interest rate on loans granted by this organ- 
only 4 percent, which is the normal rate, provided that the total 


loan is no more than 103,000 Lebanese pounds and it is to be paid 
liments during a period of 20 years. The Housing Bank, however, 
totalling up to 200,000 Lebanese pounds, but they entail 8 percent 
aterest rates. Whether or not a person requests a loan from the 


Housing Fund or from the Housing Bank depends on what his annual 


If nis income is less than 40,000 Lebanese pounds a year, then he 
to request a loan from the Independent Housing Fund. But if his 


igher than this figure, then he is not entitled to obtain a loan from 


‘* 


vendent Housing Fund, but has to go to the Housing Bank. "The Inde- 


sing Fund was originally established in order that the government 


? 
i 


ne construction of housing. It was not established for the 


vromoting the purchase of apartments. The reason for this is that, 
er case, such a purchaser would be giving the owner of an apartment 
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more than 5b percent--and one should bear in mind the fact that he 


owner of the land. Any citizen may apply for a loan from the In- 


ising Fund and, by means of a small-size participation on his part, 


‘sidence having the same specifications as those of any apartment which 
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Ihis enables the government to participate in increasing the 


‘ailable housing units, because the law requires that a person 


" * 


a2 loan leave the rented property which he is occupying after he 
ouilding his new residence. But if the Independent Housing Fund 


int loans to tenants for them to buy the apartments which they are 


the government would not be undertaking to solve the housing 


would only be solving the crisis which exists between the landlords 
ats. One should bear in mind that the government is unable to solve 


by means of the Independent Housing Fund and by means of grant- 


yr the purchase of apartments. The reason for this is that the 


refuse to sell the apartments which are rented to others under 
Law which would permit the landlords to recover their rented 
cicking out the tenants] and increase the fees paid to arrange the 
ich housing unit. This would be particularly true in Lebanon 
ire 290,000 rented housing units. If we assume that the fee paid 
n of these housing units is a minimum of 100,000 Lebanese pounds, 
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we end up with the fact that about 25 billion Lebanese pounds are involved in 
the transactions between landlords and tenants under the system of paying 
fees to arrange the so-called ‘vacating of the premises.'" 


But, according to one of the loan applicants, the thing which is complained 
about by those applying for loans from the Independent Housing Fund is the 
delay in the processing of their papers, especially after the Israeli invasion. 
Most of the housing was destroyed as a result of this invasion. Most of the 
housing was destroyed as a result of this invasion, those who occupied this 
housing have ended up on the street, and the government has been unable to 
force the owners of the buildings to either rebuild or repair them. 

This complaint is responded to as follows by Mr Antoine (Mizhar), the head of 
the Independent Housing Fund: "There are many reasons why there have been 
delays in the processing of the papers by the Independent Housing Fund. First 
of all, the implementation ordinance of the housing laws has established 
several conditions which must be met by a loan applicant in order that he be 
entitled to obtain such a loan from the government. In compliance with this 
implementation ordinance, and as a first step, we are obliged to conduct the 
necessary investigations to assure that a loan applicant meets these conditions 
before granting our initial approval concerning his requiest. The investiga- 
tions are done in order to assure that the annual income of the loan applicant 
is less than 40,000 Lebanese pounds. This type of investigation requires that 
a great deal of time be spent seeking information from the establisnment where 
the loan applicant is employed, from the National Social Insurance Fund, and 
from the income tax offices. There is also the condition that the loan appli- 
cant not own housing which is less than 20 kilometers away from his place of 
employment. We conduct these investigations in order for us to be able to 
participate in providing support to loan applicants on the basis of their being 
persons of low income, and this process is one which requires a great deal of 
effort and time on our part. Another important condition is that the loan 
applicant pledge to live in the housing unit which he intends to purchase for 
at least 10 years and that he vacate the rented property which is occupying, 

in case the housing unit which he has purchased is a unit other than the apart- 
ment which he is occupying when applying for the loan. If the loan applicant 
wishes to build a housing unit, then he must also present a legal building 
license. Also, an engineer employed by the [Ministry of] Housing must inspect 
the real estate property where the housing unit is to be built and give an 
estimate of the cost of building it. We determine the value of the loan on the 
basis of the report which is then sent in by this engineer. This estimate is 
hen referred to the Accounting Office which calculates the monthly installments 
hich are to be paid. These installments must not exceed one-third of the total 
annual income of the loan applicant. It is on the basis of this report by the 
Accounting Office that the overall total of the loan, the loan's monthly in- 
itallments, and the period of the loan are determined. Also, the loan appli- 
cant must be able to repay three-fourths of the total loan before he reaches 


54 years of age. 


"So it is not true that there is any delay or procrastination in the processing 
of the papers. We should bear in mind that, in the advanced European nations, 
such processes dealing with housing require more than 6 months. In Lebanon, 
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nowever, they require no more than 4 months. So far the Independent Housing 
nd nas received 3,650 applications and has rejected only 610 of them because 
they did not meet the legal requirements." 


v 
wit 
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Mr (Mizhar) pointed out the fact that the Independent Housing Fund stopped 
functioning for about 3 months after the Israeli invasion. He went on to say: 
"When we resumed operations, we utilized our reserves that we had, even though 
yur resources gained from investments had not totalled as much as we had expect- 
ed. The reason for this is that most citizens had stopped paying the taxes 

that they were supposed to pay. This forced us to seek money by means of 
obtaining a cash advance from the treasury. Whatever is being said to the 
effect that the Independent Housing Fund has no capital is not true. When our 
security situation improves, we expect our monthly earnings to be 15 million 
Lebanese pounds as a result of the increase in resources gained from investments. 
Ihe government decided to grant the Independent Housing Fund 120 million 
Lebanese pounds in 1983 and to grant us the same amount in 1984. So far we 

nave granted 3,000 loans totalling 254 million Lebanese pounds. We expect to 
extend another 1,800 loans totalling 140 million Lebanese pounds by the end of 


1983." 
Suburb Infrastructure Crisis Discussed 
London AL-HAWADITH in Arabic No 1397, 12 Aug 83 pp 68-69 


‘Article by Amin [last name not given]: "A Million Persons and a Million 
Problems in the Southern Suburbs!""] 


Text} There is too little housing to absorb the people, 
and the water and electricity networks are unable to pro- 
vide services. 


The president of the Camber of Deputies forms a “work 
group” to monitor the implementation of the plans of 
the government. 


1 issue of the development of the southern suburbs of Beirut has once again 
een brought up for discussion among political and party figures. 


fhis initiative taken to have this issue be brought up again for discussion 
was within the framework of a review of the steps undertaken by the ministries 
and government offices in connection with the implementation of the development 
projects in the southern suburbs and a comparison of them, in both qualitative 
and quantitative terms, with the overall objective which President Amin 
il-Jumayyil was endeavoring to achieve when he surprised the people of the 
uthern suburbs with his famous nighttime visit 2 weeks ago, accompanied by a 
umber of ministers and high officials. During this visit he acquainted him- 
elf with the painful and deteriorating situation which is being experienced by 
in area which is so highly populated that its total population nearly equals 
ne-third of Lebanon's entire population. There are estimates, based on aca- 
lemic studies, to the effect that the southern suburbs of Beirut now have a 
population of more than 1 million persons. 





Kamil al-As'ad, the president of the Chamber of Deputies, has recently been 
leading a campaign to discuss and study the situation of the southern suburbs 
and to compare the needs of these suburbs with the marginal services which still 
have not fully addressed the demands of the suburbs--of which few have been 
implemented--even after President al-Jumayyil's visit there. 


In an effort to have the situation and the future of the southern suburbs be 
considered on the same level of importance as the fate of South Lebanon, Mr 
al-As'ad undertook to form a work group composed of a number of deputies from 
the south and the leaders of the Socialist Democratic Party and he entrusted 
this group with the job of following up on the basic demands made by the southern 
suburbs of the various ministries and government offices and submitting weekly 
reports to him detailing the results of the group's follow-up work in order to 
enable him to pursue the matter on both the executive and legislative levels 

of government. If these reports show any negligence, Mr al-As'‘'ad's intention 
is to then bring the matter up with those government bodies which do not wish 
to see President al-Jumayyil's visit to the southern suburbs become something 
only to be remembered in passing or recalled as something done merely for show 
and which, due to red tape, negligence, and incompetence, could not lead to 

the accomplishment of any goals or objectives. Mr ai-As'ad has decided to 
await the circumstances of the future before undertaking the task of determining 
how he will deal with this matter--whether by means of a positive or a negative 
approach-~in light of the results of the contacts which are being made right 
now with the ministries and the Southern Suburbs Development Committee concern- 
ing cooperation in the area of providing the necessary services. During a dis- 
cussion concerning this matter which was conducted with the work group which 

Mr al-As'ad entrusted with the task of monitoring the progress of the southern 
suburbs development projects, Mr Anwar al-Sabah, a deputy, said the following: 
"We see the process of developing the southern suburbs as part of the effort 
being made by the government to regain its sovereignty in all areas of Lebanon 
and to build the nation of Lebanon on foundations which are both advanced and 
just. It was on this basis that we established our program for developing the 
southern suburbs last 19 April, and it has been on this basis that we have 
addressed the government and endeavored to achieve fruitful cooperation with it 
in order to develop the various utilities and areas in this important part of 
Lebanon. We have done all of this on the basis of the fact that the southern 
suburbs are clearly important as an area which embodies a painful situation re- 
garding our population--a situation which is one of the most dire consequences 
brought on by the 6 years of civil war which have afflicted Lebanon." 


He went on to say: “Half of the population of the southern suburbs, if not 
more, consists of people who have lost their homes and places of employment in 
ther areas which have been destroyed by the war such as Burj Hammud, Sinn al- 
Fil, al-(Nab’ah), etc. These people were compelled to end their forced migra- 
tion by settling down in the southern suburbs of Beirut since the doors to 
South Lebanon were virtually closed to persons from the above-mentioned areas 
who were forced to relocate. This was the case because, for a number of years, 
the south of Lebanon had been the victim of military events which had forced a 
great many of the area's inhabitants to abandon and then re-enter the area more 


than once. 
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[t was only natural that this sudden density in population should lead to the 
emergence of difficult everyday social problems. There was not enough housing 
to deal with this population pressure. The water and electricity networks, the 
telephone system, and the necessary health services were unable to keep up with 
the demands made of them. The roads and streets were not able to deal with the 
congestion. Furthermore, medical facilities and their branch services, with 
their limited resources, became unable to provide the inhabitants with even a 
minimum of the necessary health protection. "These shortcomings and deficiencies 
have become more intense as a result of the consequences of the war and as a 
result of the near-total absence of the authority of the legitimate government. 
This, of irse, eliminates any justification for assigning the government any 
degree of responsibility for shortcomings in the exceptional circumstances men- 
tioned above. How can one call government institutions to account when they were 
unable to even enter the areas engulfed in war in order to find out what these 
areas’ needs were so that they could do what they considered necessary in order 
to help the citizens of Lebanon? 


"It was only natural for this chaos to lead to the implementation of operations 
of expa.sion in the areas of housing and services due to individual initiatives 
made necessary by the needs of everyday life and which, within the scope of 
their implementation, would go beyond the city planning blueprints and plans 
for construction and e“zpan sion based on sound technical field studies.” 


Mr al-Sabah went on to say: “In light of the studies and follow-up work which 
nave been done so far, certain important facts have come to light. They include, 
for example, the fact that, unless the initiative to restore the situation in the 
southern suburbs is one which is pursued quickly and seriously and is one which 
involves sound and well-studied expansion, it will result in the problems which 
have accumulated there being transformed into a dangerous nightmare which will 
threaten to turn the situation into total chaos. This would be a nightmare in 
terms of social, health and living conditions as well as a developmental night- 
mare which would prove difficult to postpone and with which one would have to 


tf 


He continued: The initiative undertaken by our president was one of great 
importance. It indicates the aspirations of the administration as well as its 
developmental and social concerns. This is something which gives us great hope 

mcerning what it is possible to accomplist in the deprived ATCAG , especially 
ifter the formation of the Southern Suburbs Development Committee which began 
immediately after the tour made by President al-Jumayyil." 
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Mr al-Sabah added: [he Socialist Democratic Party, on instructions from Mr 
il-As'ad, has undertaken to form a 5-member committee consisting of Mr Anis Sa'd, 
fr Muctafa Hammud, Mr ‘Afif Ramadan, Mr ‘Abd-al-‘'Aziz Sabiti, and Dr Ahmad 

». This committee was entrusted with the job of doing follow-up work con- 


rning the demands of the southern suburbs both in the field and on the govern- 
, ‘ ‘ ‘ ; ‘ c ‘ ‘ ' ‘ 1 
tal level, and it was also given the task of providing Mr al-As‘ad with re- 
rts which detail the results of this follow-up work. 
‘ party has presented a program for the redevelopment of the southern 


suburbs which includes the project of constructing a large hospital to meet the 
requirements of these suburbs. For some time no the possibility has been dis- 
ussed by building this hospital on a plot of land owned by the government in 

the Bi'r Hasan area near the Kuwaiti Embassy. [The program also involves] the 
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ymnstruction of enough clinics in all of the areas of the southern suburbs to 
assist the large hospital which will be expected to provide comprehensive 
medical services. It should be pointed out that the currently existing clini: 
are not sufficient and do not have all of the necessary medical requirement 
available in them. It should also be borne in mind that most of the service: 
of the clinics so far have been provided by the Office of Sovial Kestoration 
and these are both limited and low-level services." 


; 


, 


fhis is as far as the medical area is concerned. As for public works, Mr a 
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Sabah has the following to say: "The program that we have established demands 
that the Ministry of Public Works implement the project irvolving the construc- 
tion of two highways in the southern suburbs. The first highway will extend 
from the Shatila traffic circle to the Faculty of Sciences, which is a part of 
the Lebanese University. A decree ratifying this project has already been 
issued. The second highway will extend from the al-Hazimiyah traffic circle to 
the al-Awza'i highway. These two highways will provide for the requirements of 
the southern suburbs in terms of communications, access and easy transportation 
to both the center of Beirut and the surrounding areas, and they will alleviate 
the pressure and congestion currently experienced on the narrow roads [which 
lead to these areas]. 


"About a month ago a study was made concerning the costs of these two highways. 
[his study says that, according to city planning estimates, the cost of con- 
structing the highway from Shatila to the Faculty of Sciences will total 169 


ebanese pounds, and this includes consumption and implementation costs. 


"We have also demanded the construction of three bridges in areas of high 

traf fic oncentration such as those in the area of al-Jinah, al-Sultan Ibrahim, 
il-Miashrafiyah, the Kuwaiti Embassy, and the al-Ghubayri traffic circle, 

? 


As for the Ministry of Hydroelectric Resources, we have demanded that it con- 
struct a network of canals and sewers for the drainage of rainwater in order to 
eliminate, from the southern suburbs, the large pools of rainwater which flood 
the roads and squares and make it impossible to get around in some areas, 


The development program also includes a project involving the construction of 
at least two trade schools in order to produce graduates who will be able to 
sursue a trade and in order to combat the unemployment crisis. This unemploy- 
ment has been, to some degree, caused by a lack of interest in orienting young 
people toward the professions and trades which are basically needed by Lebanon 
ind the region--and these are needs which are not being met by the traditional 
liberal or academic course of education. In addition to this, it is necessary 
to build public schools with a high educational level to make up for the 
deteriorating educational level which we are seeing right now in some of thi 
orivate schools in the southern suburbs. Every municipality in the southern 
tuburbs could contribute toward the building of a comprehensive government 
hool of its own which would be of the intermediate-vrade level and would 
absorb the students, whose numbers are increasing every year. 
"In addition to these demands, we also demand that a solution be found to the 
problem of the trash-processing plant, for which a total area of 50,000 squar. 
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ypriated in the al-(Silm) area. The enterprise has not begun 
yi te di tne f ac c that the premises nave Dee wii it and j j spite 
thie yuthern suburbs need this type of plant. 
is necessary to utilize the appropriated land areas in of 
,outhern suburbs by transforming them into commercial market- 
ible markets for the masses. This would solve the problem of 
rignt now is afflicting the small marketplaces. Also, we need 
nentation of a project involving the setting up of a slaughter- 
L be ibject to constant health inspection. “At thi oink we 
ently focus on the task of establishing a federation of munici- 
southern suburbs. ay federation of this SOrTt, With Chie people 
a it, would cooperate in the realm of speedy implementation 
+. We also need to urgently and insistently focus on dealing 
f houses which have been built [illegally] on the property 
erning which decisions have been taken to tear them down. 
ed to be ones which can be put into practice and will be based 
justice which take into consideration the fact that the poor 
ed with expulsion from these houses will need to be sheltered 
, unit wiich will provide them with some degree of reassurance 
1, 4180 not forgetting the telephone problem. The southern 
telephone exchange which is about 30 years old. It suffers 
i ire tre atening to put it out of commission. One sf these 
if power tailures. 
is that there are about 7,900 telephone lines. Of this total, 
pad shape that they never function, the reason being 
yr twork is so old. This problem cannot be solved by means 
itching up the system. It is necessary to set up two new 
as has already been done in downtown Beirut and in some of 
. Also, the number of telephone lines must be increased to 
ise in population--which by now is certainly at least J million 
ypulation estimate is based on one simple statistic which is 
imnber of hours of electricity utilized in the southern suburbs. 
lectricity Administration indicate that 150,000 subscription 
ity are utilized in the southern *uourbs. If we figure that 
tricity serves five persons, then we end up with a figure of 
this figure we must add at least 250,000 persons who provide 
ir residences and shops by means other than electricity. 
process of development in the southern suburbs to be complete, 
ary to deal with the illegal status of some of the inhabitants 
be is must be done by means of taking the initiative te 
al Wiad A Lf j if the ( onsequen: es of trie WAT. ly j must 
Fr WHnich fare > into consideration ti pi tuat f ‘ 
ire in these houses, especially in the area between aj 
i1-"Ali and al-(SILM). We demand that the government, wh 
f lot of individuals, provide for the everyday requirements of 
in thie yuthern suburbs and that it provide Li of then 





with what they need in terms of electricity, water and health and telephone 

services. And this should include even those who have obtained these services 
by illegal means, until the time comes when just solutions are found for the 
problem of engaging in construction on the property of others [illega 


As for the decisions to tear down the residences [illegally] built on the 
property of others or residences which threaten aviation safety, these decisions 
as we have said, should deal with these problems by means of just social 
approaches which take into account the tragedies brought on by the war, migration 
and relocation, before the present dwellings are torn down, suitable dwellings 
should be built for their inhabitants in other areas so that the tearing down 

{ these dwellings will not lead to the emergence of other soctal problems 
which will complicate the present situation. This does not mean that we support 
conferring any legal status upon illegal practices. It merely means that we are 
anxious to see the law be an instrument for solving our citizens’ problems 
rather than complicating them. 





"In this regard, Lebanon today is in need of a housing policy which would enable 
citizens to take out loans on easy terms which would make it possible for poor 
families to build suitable housing for themselves. "We understand that there 

is a trend on the part of the government in the direction of appropriating a 
land area near the al-(Silm) section and utilizing it for the construction of a 
housing complex which would provide housing for those who will be affected by 
the decision to tear down the residences in al-Raml al='Ali and al-Awza'i. "A 
lot is being said about the demands of the southern suburbs and detailed debates 
are being held concerning how few of the demands have been met since President 
al-Jumayyil's visit and the importance of what should be done by the government 
on the basis of the view presented above--a view which the president of the 
Chamber of Deputies, the deputies from the south, and those of the Socialist 
Democratic Party consider to constitute a step that must be taken in order to 
save the southern suburbs from their deteriorating social and everyday-life 
situation. This situation is one which, if it continues, could lead to turning 
the southern suburbs into a time bomb which could explode very soon. 


lhe important thing is that the government should keep an open mind--via all 

of the concern being shown by President al-Jumayyil, the president of the 
Chamber of Deputies, and those in the cabinet--regarding channels which are use- 
ful for the purpose of providing for the needs of the southern suburbs. This 
should include more than, for example, picking up the trash in some areas and 


patching up some of the streets in other areas." 
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PALESTINIAN AFFAIRS 


PLO OPZPATIONS IN TRIPOLI DISCUSSED 


London AL-’AJALLAH in Arabic No 192, 15-21 Oct 83 pp 17-22 


ed 


rut and Constructing Underground Operations Rooms, As Well As Fortifica- 
fons, a Radio Transmitter, and Equipment for Connecting ‘Arafat's Head- 


’ 
quarters with the Outside World!"] 


‘Article by Salih Oallab: "The Resistance Is Turning Tripoli Into a New 


zt) The return of the chairman of the Executive Committee of the PLO, 
Yasir ‘Arafat, to Tripoli in northern Lebanon has raised many questions, 
t are the real reasons which have pushed ‘Arafat into returning? 


A nigh Palestinian official has informed AL=-MAJALLAH that the Palestinian 
leadership made a series of decisions in its recent meetings in Tunis, 

Among these was the decision to abandon a written promise made by the 
Palestinian leader himself to some representatives of the Lebanese president 
wio visited him at his headquarters in the Tunisian capital. The promise 
states that the Palestinian forces are ready to withdraw from Lebanon in 
accordance with a formula which would include the Israeli and Syrian forces 


aa well 
aoe wEelie 


Tne of fictal himself indicated that the Palestinian leadership had reached 
ne conclusion that the wagers made after the resistance left Beirut "had 
veen lost,” including "the possibility of a change for the better in 
ne position of the United States." Thus, there is nothing to do but 
“escalate the Palestinian position, relinquish the previous flexibility, 
‘ollow a new path similar to that of the 1960's, and intensify military 


operation inside and outside the occupied territory.” 


? » ‘7? »« 
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This official said, “It has become very clear to us that our strength lies 
in the extent of our independence, and that the only place where we can 
still move freely is the area of Tripoli and northern Lebanon." 


This high Palestinian official reaffirmed that ‘Arafat's return to Tripoli 
came about in this context, and that it was the Palestinian leadership 

woichn decided that from now on his permanent headquarters would be the 
Yalestinian camps in northern Lebanon, "Recent developments have proven the 


correctness of this decision,” he said, 
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The most prominent of the "recent events" have been the clashes that have 
occurred at the al-Badawi camp to the north of Tripoli and tiie encircle- 
ment by Syrian forces in the Biqa’ of more than 1000 Palestinian fighters 
loyal to ‘Arafat at al-Hirmil. According to Al-l‘ajallah's information, the 
clashes at the al-Badawi camp caused the death of eight fighters from the 
Popular Front--General Command headed by Ahmad Jibril, and the death of 
three fighters from the group which has split off from the front, in addition 
to the wourding of four others from both factions. These clashes were 
preceded by the conclusion of an agreement according to which all of Ahmad 
Jibril's barracks were turned over to the Lebanese Islamic Unification Move- 
ment, which supports Fatan. This was done because the movement is neutral 
in the struggle occurring in North Lebanon, After a few days, a group 
belonging to Jibril began clashes which broke out at a camp lying between 
al-Badawi and Tripoli. The group which had split off from Jibril responded 
to this by launching a comprehensive attack on the camp and gaining control 
of it. All the other resistance factions aided it in this operation. An 
informed Palestinian source has confirmed to AL-VAJALLAH that the Syrian 
forces and the forces of the Palestinian organization al-As'iqah, which is 
loyal to Syria, did not take part in these clashes, but maintained their 
neutrality and played the role of observers. However, a high Palestinian 
source had informed AL-MAJALLAH that there is reason to suspect that great 


clashes will occur and that Syria is making military preparations, especially 
f 


on 


Since the problem of al-Hirmil is growing day after day. It has become “a 
painful new molar in the inflamed Lebanese jaw." 


For about two weeks, 1200 Palestinian fighters and their families have been 
encircled by Syrian airborne troops in the region of al-Jibab al-Humr at 
al-Hirmil. ilany attempts have been made to break the encirclement which has 
been imposed on them, The most prominent of these was the attempt under- 
taken by a delegation from the region of (the clan of ‘Al Ja'far and Al 
lamadan). The delegation visited Damascus. However, these efforts have 
produced no positive results. Those who have been trying say the Syrians 
refuse to lift the encirclement of these forces until they lave given up 
their weapons, After that, they are to be sent to Tripoli. 


What Happened Between Khaddam and Abu al-Lutf? 


At the same time, political contacts were made between the PLO and Syria in 


yrder to solve this problem. Among these contacts was a meeting between the 
hairman of the PLO political office, Ir Faruq al-Oadumi (Abu al-Lutf), and 
syrian Foreign Minister ‘Abd al-Halim Khaddam. The meeting took place before 
al-Oadumi headed to the United Nations in New York. AL-”AJALLAH lias learned 
that the Syrians informed the Palestinian side that orders had been given to 
all the Palestinian forces from all the organization to withdraw from the 
al-Masna'--Ba' labakk--Shatawrah triangle, and especially from the area which 
is adjacent to the international highway. The Syrians say that this measure 
was taken after a high-ranking Arab military officer was killed in the area 
and a high-ranking Syrian officer was killed under obscure circumstances. 
However, the Palestinian side denies that it is responsible. The Palestin- 
ians say that if these two officers were really killed, it mipht have 
happened in the battles in the mountain or in individual incidents with the 


inhabitants of the region. 
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AL-VAJALLAH has learned from the Palestinian side that ‘Arafat addressed a 
series of questions to the Syrians through al-Qadumi. Among other things, 
he sald that if the Syrians were committing themselves to a new political 
and military agreement in the region, then it was incumbent on them to 
inform the Palestinians, so that things could be arranged peacefully without 
problems and conflicts arising which no one needed, 





AL-YAJALLAH's information indicates that a member of the Fatah Central 
Committee, ‘‘r Khalid al-Hasan, informed the Soviet Union of the new develop- 
ments which had taken place between the PLO and Syria. Moscow then informed 
the Palestinian official that it would soon send a high official to Damascus 
to deal with the situation. 


AL-MAJALLAH has also learned that French President Francois !itterand sent 

a letter to ‘Arafat in which he told him of his fears concerning the latest 
developments between Syria and the PLO. In this regard, it is said that 
French Foreign Minister Claude Cheysson informed Khalid al-Hasan that France 
had information which indicated that a big new strike against the PLO was 
veing planned. Informed sources say that the French advised the PLO to take 
a flexible position and try to find a solution to this problem before the end 
of the year with the help of some Arab sountries, 


On the ground, information available to AL=MAJALLAH states that preparations 
are in progress for a battle which might happen soon at the Nahr al-Barid 
camp, 7 miles to the north of Tripoli. Large Syrian forces are stationed 
there on lount Turbul, which overlooks the area. 


ey £ , ’ - e Th 
[ripoli ... <A New Beirut 


Je return to Tripoli, Official Palestinian sources have told AL-NAJALLAH 
that the recent decisions of the Palestinian leadership did not merely 
include the relinquishing of the written promise to withdraw the Palestinian 
forces from Lebanese territory and ‘Arafat's return to Tripoli. Rather, 
they went beyond these limits to a chain of measures and arrangements 
designed to transform Tripoli into a new Beirut in which the Palestinians 
ould move with complete freedom, especially since the Biqa’ region is under 
the control of Syria's forces. 


Among these measures and arrangements is the call for the majority of 
Palestinian officials to be present permanently in the camps of the north. 
in addition, all Palestinian meetings, including those of the Executive 
Committee of the Central Council, would be held in this area. 


n this basis, permanent headquarters and operations rooms have been set up 
underground in the Nahr al-Barid and al-Badawi camps. Large fortifications 
lave geen constructed, and equipment has been installed to link ‘Arafat's 
eadquarters with the outside world. In addition, a radio station has been 
installed which can cover all of Lebanon and be heard clearly in Syria, 
Cyprus, and part of the occupied territory. 
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In reality, the transformation of Tripoli into a Palestinian Beirut did not 

rise. Neither did it begin with ‘Arafat's return--after a 

three-month absence following his expulsion from Damascus. Rather, it was 
; . 


the fruit of efforts exerted under some extremely difficult circumstances, 
at the nead of which stood the fear the inhabitants of the Palestinian 


ad of the Sabra and Shatila experience and the withdrawal of the 
fighters from Beirut. These efforts were supervised by the deputy general 

: the forces of the Palestinian revolution, Kiialil al-Wazir 

(Abu Jihad who is known in North Lebanon and the Biqa' region as "the Fatah 


Tne first tas Abu Jihad undertook was to reinforce the morale of the 

Palestinians there and give them tangible, material proof that the experience 
f Shatila would not be repeated and that the fighters would not 

yoard sips once again and leave the Palestinian camps to their fate. He 

did this by setting up institutions and reinforcing the organization's 


After that, the internal structure of the resistance's military force was 
firmed up. A number of bad symbols with an unclean past were removed. Very 
issued forbidding any Palestinian fighter from entering 


strict orders were 

the city of Tripoli with his weapon or military uniform and prohibiting the 
renting of residential houses owned by Palestinians outside the Palestinian 
axps. 


n addition to all this, contact was established between Tripoli and some 


an | s well as between these ports and a number of Arab capitals, 
in order to transport more than 5000 Palestinian fighters who had received 


advanced treinine in the camps set up in some Arab states following the 
eZ0OGcuU= ir nl feirut. 


In this context, a high-ranking Palestinian military official told 


- -  ] 
SL-"AJALLAH that, in the three weeks prior to ‘Arafat's return to Tripoli, 


estinian fighters had been transported from the Palestinian 
; D ia, Tunis, the Sudan, and North and South Yemen. 
Among these were special guards for ‘Arafat and the majority of the leaders 


” s 
tinian resistance. 


The official himself confirmed that “the number of Palestinian forces present 
in the area of fripold posters 7000." This official has pointed out that 
the resistance has relinguished an idea which was proved wrong in the last 


War T.is idea is dependence on fixed positions supported by tanks and heavy 
vy. It has been replaced by the idea of well trained groups 
aneuvering without a central point, supply lines or direct, central orders, 


*\ 
a | 
? 


—. s - Uerc . P| r 
Contacts rreceded tne return 


It is interesting to note that the Palestinian measures in the field which 
preceded ‘Arafat's return to Tripoli were accompanied by political and 


military measures undertaken by local Lebanese forces. These latter measures 
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gave Support to the Palestinian resistance, and to the Yatai movement in 
particular. ‘The Fatah movement undertook the extermination of tie anti- 
Fatah rebels’ presence in North Lebanon, In addition, via the split whiecn 
occurred in the Pupular Front--General Command (Ahmad Jibril), wiici exploded 
into bloody clashes which were decided in favor of the rebels last week, 
fatah assured its control in this area, 


One should point out that nothing has happened between the Fatah movement and 
the Syrlan forces in the North since the Syrtan--Palestinian conflict broke 
out. Rather, one hears repeatedly in Palestinian circles that visits are 
being exchanged by the leaders of these forces and the leaders of tie Patan 
movement and that the dialogue between the two sides is continuing, Tiles 
dialogue has not been cut for a single day. One hears tiiat perhaps 

"balance of deterrence" is determining the relationslitp between tie two 

sides in this region, 


In connection with the preparation for ‘Arafat's return to and residence in 
Tripoli, AL-MAJALLAH has learned from knowledgeable and trustworthy sources 
that Abu Jihad has sent recently a number of letters to some Syrian officials 
including '{inister of Defense Mustafa Tallas, Ciiief of Staff Hikmat al- 
ShihablL, and Intelligence Director ‘Ali Duba, He is in the process of 
sending a similar letter to Syrian President Hafiz al-Asad. 


Turning back to the reasons which compelled ‘Arafat to make this surprising 
return and the method by which it was undertaken, AL-!‘AJALLAI lias made a 
serles of contacts and obtained the following information: 


Over a month and a half ago, the chairman of the Executive Committee of the 
PLO informed the general leadership that he was thinking of returning to 
Tripoli by any means possible because he was absolutely convinced that his 
presence abroad would weaken the organization. He said, "He who remains 
outside the arena of conflict will be forgotten by the world and lose al] 
the achlevements he has realized," 


Initially, the Palestinian leadership rejected tiiis idea and insisted that 
‘Arafat presence abroad permitted him freedom of movement. ‘Tie leadership 
said, “His return to encirclement once again will confuse the PLO and throw 
its efforts into disorder," 


In the face of ‘Arafat insistence in successive meetings, the Palestinian 
leadership gave its assent, but stipulated that it should hold contucts 

{n this regard with a number of Arab states and Syria, "so that our Syrian 
brothers will not think that the goal of ‘Arafat's return {8 to Incite and 


work against them." 


In this regard, AL-MAJALLAH has learned from trusted sources that a higt- 
ranking Syrian official welcomed ‘Arafat's return to Tripoli when he was 
informed of it in the hope that it would be a step in the direction of 
putting a stop to the deterioration of Syrian--Palestinian relations. 
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Other sources indicated that the Palestinian leadership had informed some 
concerned Arab states that ‘Arafat's return to Tripoli would not pose an 
obetacle to any movement in the direction of Lebanese reconciliation, and 
that the PLO would not obstruct any efforts to reunify Lebanon. 


At any rate, no matter how this obscure journey was arranged, the oft 
repeated question 1s how long ‘Arafat will stay in Tripoli, especially since 
ne has prior commitments to look to, including a meeting between himself and 
French President Francois Mitterand scheduled for next December in Tunis. 


Some Palestinian officials say that ‘Arafat will exert redoubled efforts to 
correct Palestinianlan--Syrian relations, after which Damascus shall be his 
window to the world, At the same time, others doubt that things can be as 
they once were between the PLO and the Syrian capital in the foreseeable 
future. ‘hey say that ‘Arafat might be in danger once again, and that he 
might be compelled to make another obscure journey, if circumstances so will 
it, 
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SYRIA 


DIPLOMATIC SOURCES REVZAL CONFLICT WITH TURKEY 
London AL-MAJALLAH in Arabic No 188, 17-23 Sep 83 p 8 


[Text] AL-MAJALLAH has learned from well-informed diplomatic sources that 

a "serious silent crisis" exists between Syria and Turkey. The sources have 
said that the crisis began when Turkey accused Syrian officials of assisting 
the "Secret Armenian Army,” of supplying bases in al-Biqa' to train "terrorist 
elements of this army and of advancing various forms of assistance to them. 

As a result, the Turkish Government has resorted to the use of strong 
pressure against Syria. It is well known that 60 percent of Syria's electri- 
city needs are generated by the Euphrates Dam. The Euphrates River originates 
in Turkey and flows to Iraq through Syrian territory. Turkey has completed 
the construction of a second dam on this river inside Turkish territory 

and has begun to fully utilize this dam. At the beginning of last August, the 
Turks shut off the sluices that let the water flow to Syria and started 
storing water behind the two dams in Turkish territory in a manner that denies 
large quantities of water to Syria. Iraq, of course, has suffered as a 

result of these measures. But the diplomatic sources say that the Iragi 
authorities have notified the Turkish Government that they are ready to 

endure this ioss. As a direct result of the Turkish measure, enormous 
agricultural projects in the Euphrates River basin in Syria have begun to 
suffer badly and crops have reached their lowest level. What is more serious 
is that five of the six enormous plants built by the Soviets to generate power 
have come to a halt and the sixth is threatened with the suspension of 
operations because of the low water level behind the dam--the lowest level 
since the dam was built. Thus, the Syrian Government has initiated measures 
to ration electricity consumption throughout the country and power outages 
have become an ordinary daily occurrence in many parts of Syria, including 
Damascus. The outages last 5 or 6 consecutive hours. When Turkey sent a 
secret envoy to Damascus to conclude an agreement on the basis of “water 

for security,” President al-Asad refused to receive the envoy, who met with 
"Abd-al-Halim Khaddam, the minister of foreign affairs. Khaddam made it clear 
to the Turkish envoy that Syria will not succumb to this pressure and that it 
will never agree to discuss it. The crisis between the two countries persists. 
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SYRIA 


INDUSTRY MEETS LARGE PERCENTAGE OF QUOTA 
Damascus AL~THAWRAH in Arabic 14 Aug 83 p 4 


[Text] Damascus, SANA--Yesterday, state-owned manufacturing companies con- 
cluded their meeting at the Ministry of Industry under the chairmanship of 

Mr Mahmud Qaddur, minister of industry. This meeting took place in order 

to assess their production and marketing plans for the second quarter of this 
year and the first half of this quarter. 


The minister of industry chaired the meeting yesterday concerning the state- 
owned sugar company and its subsidiaries in the country. 


Attending the meeting were: Dr ‘Abdallah Salutah, assistant to the minister 
of industry; Dr Mustafa Gamus, economic adviser to the Ministry of Industry; 
Mr Salim Sha’ban, general director of the Public Company for Sugar Production; 
Mr Kamal Abu Sa'da, president of the labor union for food production; and 
general directors of sugar producing companies, directors of ministerial 
departments, and directors of subsidiaries belonging to the state-owned 
company and other companies. 


Those attending the meeting reviewed the report of the sugar manufacturing 
company mentioned above. This report discussed the production plans of the 
companies during the second quarter of this year, wherein 100 percent of 
the intended plan has been achieved. During the first half of the year, 
LOO percent has been achieved. 


The minister appealed to those who are in charge of the companies and agen- 
cles to earnestly continue the execution of the plan at the present time, 
when the white beets are in season. Factories should be given the maximum 
allocated amount. 


The minister urged his listeners to reduce waste by halting administrative 
appointments. Instead hiring should be done in the production line. He 
also commented on matters mentioned in the report, and requested that they 
be examined in a manner that serves the sugar industry throughout the 
country. 
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SYRIA 


TRADE EXPOSITION IN TEHRAN TERMED SUCCESSFUL 
Damascus AL-BA'TH in Arabic 3 Aug 83 p 4 


(fext] Dr Taha Bali, assistant to the minister of economy and trade, left 
Tehran yesterday afternoon. Before leaving, Dr Bali told our reporter that 
his mission to Tehran was successful. This mission was aimed at preparing 
for the first exhibit of Syrian products in the Iranian capital. Dr Bali 
arrived in Tehran on the 10th of last month and left yesterday. 


He added that during his visit, as the head of a committee representing 
production in the public and private sectors, he concluded several meetings 
with his Iranian counterparts. The Iranian committee was chaired by 

Mr. (Gonayme) Fard. The meetings between the two committees was directed 
toward learning about the Iranian market, its needs, consumer trends, and 
pricing. Also, these meetings introduced Syrian goods and demonstrated 
superior quality to satisfy the taste and needs of the Iranian con- 
sumer. Dr Bali also indicated that all the Syrian goods which were brought 
to the exhibit were sold. These goods are valued at $30 million. The 
majority of these goods represented Syrian industry, agriculture, and 
crafts. 


Dr Bali praised the high turnout of Iranian citizens visiting the Syrian 
exhibit and their desire to buy. 


The fact that the exhibit was popular indicates that there will be further 
cooperation in the trade exchange between the two countries. 


Mr (Gonayme), the president of the Iranian delegation, told a SANA reporter 
that the Syrian goods which have been purchased are being sold to 
nationalized companies and other merchants in Iran, and will soon be avail- 
able on the market. 


Mr (Gonayme) expressed his hope that the Syrian p-ople would, in turn, 
become familiar with Iranian products during the exhibit which will take 
place in Damascus in the future. 
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SYRIA 


BRIEFS 


NEW INDUSTRIAL BANK BRANCH--The Industrial Bank is in the process of open- 
ing a new branch in al-Suwayda during the next month; the training of the 
staff necessary to administer the branch took place in Damascus. It should 
be noted that the above-mentioned bank has 10 branches in the provinces of 
Damascus, Aleppo, Homs, Hama, Latakia, Idlib, Dar'a, Dayr al-Zur, and 
Tartus, in addition to the al-Haskah branch which opened during the first 
quarter of this year. The Industrial Bank is devoted to executing its 
present plan in the area of supporting various industrial sectors and finan- 
cing their projects. In this regard, the bank has allocated 40 million 
liras toward these sectors. The assistant director of the Real Estate Bank 
in Homs told an AL~THAWRAH reporter that investment at the bank during the 
first half of this year reached 189 million Syrian liras. One hundred and 
eighty-four of this went to the cooperative sector; 2 million to the profes- 
sional and vocational sectors and 3 million to the public sector. He added 
that the value of the investment has increased over last year by 50 percent, 
and it is expected to rise during the second quarter of this year. [Text] 
[Damascus AL-THAWRAH in Arabic 17 Aug 83 p 5] 9786 


CONSUMER ORGANIZATIONS’ SALES--Comrade Muhammad Ghabbash, minister of 
supply and internal trade, chaired a meeting of the advisory council at the 
ministry yesterday. During the meeting the council discussed the per- 
formance of consumer organizations for the first half of this year. 
Attending the meeting were the assistant to the minister, and general 
directors of the organizations subject to the ministry. During the dis- 
cussions, it appeared that the situation regarding essential goods during 
the period mentioned above was excellent; the goods were abundantly avail- 
able on the market, the value of sales amounted to 967 Syrian liras, and 
sales during the first half of this year surpassed the same period last 
year. The plan concerning workers and training courses was also discussed. 
[It was noticed that the training courses were meticulously executed, and 
covered job descriptions, computer applications in reporting, bookkeeping, 
and work safety. The total, which the organizations contracted to import, 
amovuted to 3,300 tons of canned cheese. Another contract has been con- 
cluded to manufacture and import 13 million school notebooks in order to 
meet, at a reasonable price, the students’ needs. In addition, a contract 
to obtain a variety of commodities suitable for the needs of the 
retail company. The problems in regard to the marketing of some goods were 
also discussed during the meeting. The minister suggested that solutions be 
found to prevent any damage or difficulty in marketing these goods. A study 
of the capabilities of the distribution centers was completed and the 
necessity for the citizen to obtain the goods without difficulty emphasized. 
[Text] [Damascus AL-BA'TH in Arabic 7 Aug 83 p 4] 9786 
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UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


LOCAL BANKING CRISIS, COUNTEPMEASURES INVESTICATED 

Liquidity, Credit Situation 
Beirut Al-IOTLSAD WA AL-A'MAL in Arabic No 52, Sep 83 pp 64-65 
[Article by Yasir Hilal] 


[Text] Abu Dhabi--UAE banking sources assert that most banks, including 
those exposed to serious difficulties, have been able to adapt partially to the 
new conditions after having become convinced of the need to bend in the face 

of the crisis instead of venturing into unsecured transactions. 


But it is evident on the other hand that this adaptation constitutes not so 
much a fundamental solution to the problem as it does a postponement of the 
problem in the hope that the conditions will change and that the days of 
"orosperity” will return. 


Meanwhile, the Central Bank is seeking to use the crisis to establish a 
degree of regulation and tradition capable of developing a sound banking 
system. 


Central Bank's Measures 


In regard to bolstering the stability of local liquidity, the bank has 
adjusted the rates of compulsory reserves for deposits in local currency from 
7 percent for all kinds of deposits to 7 percent for on-demand deposits. 

The bank has doubled from 15 to 30 percent the percentage that the banks must 
retain on their books for the benefit of the Central Bank for loans advanced 
in the dirham to nonresident banks, when the term of these loans does not 
exceed 1 year. The Central Bank has also abolished the maximum interest rates 
set for term deposits totaling at least 5 million dirhams. 


These measures have provided liquidity in the dirham at a time when the 
state's oil revenues have declined. However, the measures have created 

negative side effects, such as igniting competition among the banks to 

attract deposits by offering very high interest rates. 
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Central Bank has also adopted other measures via the Banks Control Bureau 
h the purpose of correcting weak aspects and unsound banking practices 
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in which the banks engage. This is in addition to the follow-up on 
implementation of the law and instructions issued by the Central Bank, 
especially the previously established instructions pertaining to raising 
capital and to loans and credits advanced to members of the boards of 
directors. It has been decided that the loans, sureties and guarantees 
advanced to any member of a bank's board of directors or any bank manager 
shall not exceed 5 percent of the paid capital and shall not exceed 25 
percent of the capital for all members collectively. 


Despite this, the increase rates in the various local liquidity indicators 
remained modest last year, with the money supply increasing by just 8.6 
percent compared with 17.3 percent and 21.9 percent in 1980 and 1981, keeping 
in mind that the increase did not develop until the end of 1982 and that 

up to the end of November 1982, the rate of increase remained below 3 percent. 


As for interest rates for term deposits, they dropped considerably, remaining 
in line with international interest rates. Deposits earning an interest rate 
of 10 percent amounted by the end of last year to 46.6 vercent of all deposits, 
compared with 77.3 percent at the end of 1981. 


As for deposits, they registered moderate growth last year and in the first 
quarter of this year, amounting by the end of 1982 to nearly 30.6 billion 
dirhams, which rose in February 1983 to 32.2 billion and to 32.5 billion 

in March 1983. The basic observation recorded throughout last year and the 
early part of this year is the drop in the government deposits in the banking 
system and in the monetary authority, these deposits totaling 9.9 billion 
dirhams by the end of 1982, compared with 12 billion dirhams in 1981. 


As for credits advanced to residents, whereas these credits rose from 33.6 
billion dirhams at the end of 1981 to 36.7 billion at the end of 1982, they 
dropped to 35.2 billion in March 1983, keeping in mind that the increase 
recorded last year did not exceed 9 percent, compared with an increase of 

17 percent in 1981. This means that the credits diminished practically last 
year, considering that their rate of increase was lower than the interest 
charged. 


As for the distribution of credit to residents according to economic 

activity, credits used by the mining, conversion, construction, transportation 
and storage industries recorded a considerable decline last year and in the 
first quarter of this year compared with 1981, with the value of the credits 
advanced to the industry sector dropping from 20.3 billion dirhams by the 

end of 1981 to 19.9 billion by the end of 1982 and to 19.7 billion last March. 


The construction sector experienced the largest rate of decline, with its 
share of total credits dropping from 32.4 percent in 1981 to 28.2 percent 
last year. The value [of the credits advanced] fell from 111.6 billion 
dirhams in 1981 to 100.3 billion last March. Meanwhile, government sectors 
and commercial and financial organizations registered some increase, with 
the sum of the loans and credits advanced to the government rising by a 
high rate of 50.6 percent in 1982 compared with 40.9 percent in 1981. 
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Monetary Authority's Optimism 
y P 


Within these given facts, ‘Abd-al-Malik al-Hummar, governor of the Central 
Bank, said that despite the decline in the state's oil revenues in the past 3 
years, the national economy is enjoying stability, as proven by three 
indicators: the strength of the dirham, the increase in total local 
liquidity and the increase in the net foreign currency assets of the state's 
commercial banks. 


The monetary cover for the dirham has reached 180 percent, whereas the 
percentage stipulated by law does not exceed 70 percent. 


As for all local liquidity, it has grown in the past 3 years despite the drop 
in oil revenues and the reduction in spending. This liquidity rose from 41] 
billion dirhams in 1981 to 42.8 billion in 1982 and 43 billion last May. 


The governor also noted that the banking sector is achieving constant growth, 
with net assets of the commercial banks rising in the first 5 months of 

this year from 22 billion dirhams to 23.2 billion. He also noted that the 
Central Bank has stressed to the commercial banks the need to follow a moder- 


ate policy in determining interest on loans. 


It is to be noted in this regard that interest rates for deposits in dirhams 
recently rose to 11-12 percent due to the rise in the interest rate paid 

for the dollar. This has pushed the interest rates paid for loans to high 
levels that threaten to intensify the investment crisis experienced by 

the banks and to escalate the severity of the economic stagnation. 


Bankers’ Views 
Beirut Al-LOTISAD WA AL-A'MAL in Arabic No 52, Sep 83 pp 65-66 


[Text] On the actual situation of the banking sector, AL-IOTISAD WA 
AL-A'MAL has interviewed Muhammad al-Murr, general director of the Middle 
East Bank Ltd and secretary of the UAE National Bank Association, and 

Sa'd al-Muhanna, commissioned member of the Board of Directors of the First 
Gulf Bank. 


Al-Murr: Arab Banks That Have Become International 


[Question] What is your bank's policy toward participation in joint 
international loans? 


fAnswer!| Our bank is a local commercial bank and most of our lending goes 
to the local market. But with our presence in numerous international 
financial centers, we have participated in some international loans, 
advanced mostiy to guaranteed governmental and international circles. 


[Question] What is the future of the Arab banks’ activity, what is the 
direction of their development and how can the international competition 


be faced? 
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[Answer] ‘The future of the Arab banks depends on the strength of the Arab 
economy and on the Arab governments’ support for these banks. There are 

a number of Arab banks, such as the Arab Bank Ltd and the Afro-Arab Bankr 

and others, that have become international banks und nave great banking skills 


and impact. 


(Question} Does the local lending activity by the banks meet local develop- 


ment needs? 


[Answer] There are various kinds of banks in all countries of the world. 
There are the commercial banks, which constitute the majority, and there 
are the spectalized banks (industrial, agricultural, real estate and so 
forth), which are different from the commercial banks in their financing, 
their financial base, their lending methods and the duration of their loans. 
in the UAE, the establishment of specialized banks, such as the Real Fstate 
Bank and the Industrial Bank, has come late, thus compelling the national 
commercial banks to enter the sphere of industrial and real estate development 
lending. Most of the development in construction has taken place on the 
initiative of the national commercial banks and most medium and large-scale 
industries in the UAE have been financed and embraced by the national banks, 
We hope that the Industrial Bank, established recently by the state, will 
take over this task, 


Large Profits in 1982 


[Question] How do you evaluate the results and profitability of the 
commercial banks in 1982 and what are your estimates of 1983 potential? 


[Answer] Insofar as the commercial banks’ activities are concerned, they 
suffered in 1982 from the phenomena of economic stagnation, reduced exports 
and the stoppage of reexportation to a number of neighboring countries. Al! 
this had a negative impact on local banking activity. But despite this, 
most of the banks made large profits in 1982. As for the 1983 potential, I 
believe that most of the banks will make greater profits. 


(Question|] When was the National Bank Association established in the UAE 
and what role does it hope to perform in UAE banking? 


[Anwer] The association was founded in 19&%2 on the initiative of most of 
the national banks because these banks believe that their interests are dif- 
ferent from those of the foreign banks operating in the UAE, with whom they 
participate in a united association. An executive committee was elected 

for the National Bank Association. The committee is comprised of the Bank of 
Oman as chairman, represented by ‘Abdallah al-Gharir, and the National Bank 


, 
lah al-Mazru'i., Members 
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of Abu Dhabi as vice chairman, represented by ‘Abda 

National Bank of Ra's al-Khaimah, represented by 
Bank, represented by Fadil Sa'id al-Darmaki; al-Shariqah National Bank, 
represented by ‘Abd-al-Rahman Abu Khatir and the United Arab Bank, represented 
by Shaykh Sultan Ibn Saqr al-OQasimi. The association's executive committee 
has met several times and a headquarters has been established for the 


’ 


association in Abu Dhabi. The assoctation, in cooperation with the UAE Central 


ire the Shaykh Gulf National 
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Zant, studies problems involving banking and financial activity. The 
association is also represented in the Banking Training Institute, which was 
established in the UAE recently to prepare national banking cadres. The 
association's general objectives are to develop banking activity in the 


emirates. 


‘Question] What are the new means introduced by your bank to develop the 
standard of its service to its -lients and to enhance its position on the 
local market? 


(Answer) The Middle East Bank has been eager to offer advanced banking ser- 
vice to its customers. Most of the bank's operations are performed by com- 
puter. Ye now have branches in London, New York, Egypt, Pakistan, Sri 

Lanza, Sudan and Tunisia. We are present in joint firms and banks in Nigeria, 
Yenya, Dilibouti, Hong Kong and Bahrain. The bank also has a center of 
economic research and studies and an internal training center to prepare 


national banking cadres. 


[Question] What changes will develop in the local and Gulf markets' banking 
activity as a result of the drop in government spending and of the siowdown 
in growth? 
‘Anewer! The volume of banking activities will be affected, but only 
slightly. The more important thing is that the quality of the loans wil] 
change, This is inevitable, even if government spending did not drop, because 
any of the infrastructure projects of the Gulf societies (roads, hospitals, 
nools, etc) are about to be completed. The banking activity that was 
focused primarily on financing the building, construction and contracts 
activities will stop or decline. Banking activity in the UAE and the Gulf 
states is still young and needs time and opportunity to establish firm banking 


traditions. 
Al-Muhanna: Receding Crisis 


Sa‘'d al-Muhanna, commissioned member of the Board of Directors of the First 
Culf Bank, believes that there are numerous other factors besides the 
decline in government spending that have affected the banking sector 
negatively, the most important being the intensifying world economic problems, 
the lragq-lran war and al-Manakh Market crisis in Kuwait. 


Al-Muhanna added: The reduction in government spending has not affected 

the banking sector in the exaggerated manner that some people imagine, 
onsidering that the direct impact has been confined to thereal estate and 
contracting sectors. The impact on the banking sector has been much smaller 
as taren the form of a drop in profits, without posing to any banks the 

danger of insurmountable difficulties. This does not negate the fact that a 
l\{mited number of small banks have been involved in loan transactions that 


are not guaranteed and not well studied. 





He said: The banking sector has not been affected because the government 
deposits are concentrated in a limited number of well-known banks in the 

state whereas the other banks depend on the private sector. Consequently, 

the decline in total economic activity has led to a lull in banking activity-- 
a lull that could provide a suitable opportunity to learn from experience in 
order to build a sound and advanced banking system. 


In any case, the crisis has peaked and should not intensify further. On 

the contrary, all indicators confirm that it has begun to recede, considering 
that the intensity of the international recessionary crisis, which is the 
main cause of our crisis, has begun to diminish gradually in the wake of the 
success of plans to combat inflation in numerous countries, especially the 
United States. 


On the contribution of the loan activity of the local banks to meeting 
development needs, al-Muhanna said: Generally, I don't encourage involvement 
by commercial banks in development loans, particularly in the industrial 

or agricultural spheres. There are, to start with, specialized banks for that 
purpose. Moreover, the production sectors in the UAE still entail a large 
degree of risk. If these sectors’ projects rely on financing from commercial 
banks, this either exhausts the project if the bank dictates terms to suit 

it or gets the bank embroiled if it offers more facilities than it should. 


Therefore, if a bank has to enter this sphere, it must have management capable 
of a sound evaluation of projects, and the government should contribute by 
putting large deposits in the commercial banks. 


Al-Manakh Crisis: Government Intervention Comes Too Late 


As for the ramifications of al-Manakh market crisis, al-Muhanna said: When 
the circulation of Gulf stocks was permitted, we consider the step a good 
initiative to encourage cooperation and coordination between the area 

states. But some sick people exploited the initiative to set up imaginary 
firms and to engage in imaginary transactions and speculation. The fallacy 
the governments committed was that they did not intervene in time to wipe out 
this phenomenon. When they intervened after the market collapsed, their 
intervention was too late and the efforts were confined to alleviating the 
danger of the consequences to economic conditions overall. 


With promulgation of the law regulating the securities market in Kuwait, it is 
expected that the consequences of this crisis, which have strongly shaken the 
Kuwaiti economy, and the UAE economy by a smaller degree, will be tackled. 


[ believe that al-Manakh experience, with all its destructive consequences, 

has produced some positive results reflected in the tendency of the area 

states to regulate the securities markets in a sound manner. This has begun in 
Bahrain with the establishment of a stock market. Preparations are underway 
for a similar market in the UAE. 


Regarding the First Gulf Bank's international policy, al-Munanna said: 
The bank was founded through joint Gulf efforts on the ruins of the Arab Bank 
of ‘Ajman, which went bankrupt during the 1977 recession. 
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Locally, we have contributed to numerous small industrial projects. We have 
also contributed to the renaissance being experienced by the Emirate of 
‘Ajman in various spheres. 


At the Gulf level, we have contributed to the foundation of more than one 
joint Gulf company, such as the ‘Ajman Investment Company and the International 
Insurance Company. 


At the Arab level, we have contributed to a number of joint loans, such as 
the (loan advanced jointly with the Bank of Abu Dhabi to the Andosius Bank) 
and to an international loan advanced to Pakistan for a total of $225 
million. We are also presently studying participation in a loan to be 
advanced to Morocco and to be managed by the Gulf International Bank. 
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AFGHANISTAN 


TWO SOVIET PLANES REPORTEDLY DOWNED BY MUJAHEDIN 
Tehran TEHRAN TIMES in English 2 Nov 83 pp l, 4 


[Text] Islamabad (Reuter)--Afghan guerillas fighting the Soviet-backed 
Kabul government have shot down two Soviet transport planes trying to 
resupply 4 besieged town in Eastern Afghanistan, Western diplomats said 
yesterday. 


The guerillas downed the planes, light aircraft identified as either 
Antonov-26 or Antonov-32 models, about two weeks ago at Khost, one of three 
Strategic towns under guerilla siege, the diplomats said, quoting reports 
from their embassies in the Afghan capital. 


To the west of Khost, near Gardez, guerillas also ambushed a civilian bus 
carrying troop reinforcements which was trying to sneak through guerilla 
lines into the town. 


About 30 Afghan army soldiers dressed in civilian clothes and hiding guns 
under their seats were on the bus. Some 10 of them were killed in the 
attack, the reports from Kabul said. 


Recent Afghan army reinforcements and a heavy Soviet bombing campaign have 
slowed a two-month-long guerilla offensive against Khost, Urgun and Jaji, 
three Communist-held strongholds close to the Pakistan border. 


The towns are all in Paktia Province, a key infiltration route that many 
Pakistan-based guerillas pass through on their way towards Central 
Afghanistan. 


Despite heavy fighting around Khost, which the guerillas say they have 
encircled, the main army garrison remains loyal to Kabul, and the local 
airstrip, the only supply link to the capital, is in government control. 


Because of its proximity to Pakistan, the province is important strategically 
to both sides. Since the insurgency began in 1979 Afghanistan's Communist 
rulers have tried repeatedly to establish their control over the countryside. 


The army's last sweep through Paktia earlier this year failed to wipe out 
resistance activity. 
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Sources in Peshawar said Afghanistan's Communist rulers had twice changed 
the commander of Khost's garrison since the siege began two months ago. 
Tuma Khan, who had led the garrison long before the siege, was replaced in 
September at the height of the fighting, and his successor was later wounded 
and flown back to Kabul for medical treatment, they said. 


The diplomats said that a plane load of dead and wounded was reported to 
have arrived in Kabul from Khost on October 22. 


It is unclear whether the guerillas plan to make a final assault on 
Khost before snow fal!s and Afghanistan's bitter winter sets in at the end 
of the month. 


Khost is a settlement that would be hard for them to defend against Soviet 
air strikes because it is situated on an open plain, the diplomats added, 


Afghan guerillas based in Peshawar, the Pakistani town near the frontier, 
said their forces might instead move on Urgun, a town in mountains further 
south in Paktia that would be easier to defend. 


Meanwhile an IRNA report from Zahedan said a Soviet officer and three 
soldiers were killed when the Afghan Moslem Mujaliideen ambushed an armoured 
column of the joint forces in a region of Ghurian Governorate in Herat 
Province last week. 


An informed source further added that 6 aggressor soldiers were also killed 
by the Afghan Mujahideen in an encounter with the joint forces in a region 
of Herat Province last week. 


[In these encounters, a tank was destroyed and a Soviet fuel tanker taken 
booty by the Afghan Mujahideen, 


The informed source added that the aggressor forces in their savage attack 
on the said regions with long-range artillery martyred 13 non-military 
people and an Afghan Mujahid. 
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INDIA 


INDLA SALD 10 FEAR BIC POWEK RIVALRY IN AREA 
Madras THE HINDU in English 12 Oct 83 p 9 
[Article by G. K. Keddy | 


(Text | ikW DELHL, Oct. 1ll--The Prime Minister, Mrs. Indira Gandhi, and the 

Detence Minieter, Mr. &. Venkatarman, have spoken in the last two days of a 

perceptible aggravation of tensions in India's geopolitical environment, in- 
plying that the country was facing both internal and external threats. 


Addressing the Air force Commanders’ biannual conference, Mrs. Gandhi spoke 
yesterday of a general worsening of the international situation, while stat- 
ing quite specifically that some unfriendly influences were at work, trying to 
indermine India's unity and integrity despite its efforts to further the cause 


ihe Defence “Minister confined his observations to the happenings in India's 
nelunbourhood, especially the induction of new weapon systems by Pakistan. 
fhe coming months, he said, would call for greater vigilance on India's part. 


ine acquisition of the Harpoon missiles and other steps taken by Pakistan to 
increase its naval strength, Mr. Venkataraman said, posed a danger to 

India’s industrial and scientific installations along the coast--a reference 
to the offshore oll operations and the nuclear establishments. The Indian 
irmed forces had to be prepared fully to meet this threat from the sea to such 


Yital installations on the west coast. 


super-power rivalry: But what has really been worrying India is not so much 
the threat that Pakistan by itself can pose for it as the general atmosphere 
of tensloncreated by the attempts of the big powers, especially the U.S., to 
enlarge the areas of thelr rivalry in the region. Though the American and 
Soviet Navies arenot deployed in the Indian Ocean in any great strength at 


present, the two super-powers have the capacity to reinforce their presence at 


’ 


woocept of frontline States: The Indian defence planners are no less worried 
oy the U.S. bid to extend the concept of frontline States for including sever- 
al other countries in its grand design for the rapid deployment of a multi-na- 
tion force in and around the Gulf area, spilling over to the Arabian Sea and 


120 











the indian Ocean, in the event of a military confrontation with the Soviet 
Union. It is known that the U.S. has been going all out to rope in as many 
countries as possible to be able to utilise their base facilities and even use 
their armed forces. 


At the political level too, India has been having problems of one kind or the 
other, with most of the neighbours, whether it is Pakistan, Bangladesh, Nepal 
or Sri Lanka, while China continues to cast its shadow over the horizon. As 
Mr. Venkataraman put it, India did not want to interfere in the internal af- 
fairs of any country, but it could not also remain unaffected by the happen- 
ings in its vicinity. 


Sri Lankan, Pakistani developments: The reference veidently was to the recent 
events in Sri Lanka and the current political turmoil in Pakistan. The up- 
heaval in Sri Lanka was primarily political which had to be dealt with at the 
same level by doing everything possible to impress on its leaders the need to 
seek an amicable solution to the Tamil problem. The situation in Pakistan was 
quite different because of the inherent dangers of what was essentially an 
internal political crisis, assuming the character of external tensions for de- 
flecting the domestic unrest through a contrived conflict. 


[t is against this potentially dangerous background that the Indian defence 
experts have been reviewing the country's security environment and taking some 
nard decisions to match the introduction of the latest U.S. weaponry into Pak- 
istan. The fact that these developments are bound to increase India's depend- 
ence on the Soviet Union for its defence requirements has not deterred the 
U.S. from pressing forward with its policy of widening the scope of its stra- 
tegic pursuits in and around the sub-continent. 


Ugly reality: If anything, the very prospect of India turning more and more 
to the Soviet Union is being used as an excuse for pumping in more and more 
arms into Pakistan. And the U.S. is not bothered at all by the ugly reality 
that as many as 17 of Pakistan's 21 Divisions are deployed on India's western 
borders, while it is supposed to be facing a grave threat from the Soviet 
Union through Afghanistan. 
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G. K. REDDY GIVES BACKGROUND TO COMMONWEALTH MEET 
Madras THE HINDU in English 15 Oct 83 p 2 
[Article by G. K. Reddy] 


[Text] AFTER the non-aligned summit and the New York consultations, India is 
busy preparing to play host to the Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting 
(CHOGM) next month which coincides with the Queen's visit. Once again the 
capital is being spruced up for the ceremonial part of the two events that 
will set the tone for Delhi's VIP season. 


The Queen arrives on November 17 and stays on till November 26, and the Com- 
monwealth Conference which opens on November 23 will go on till November 30 
with a two-day weekend retreat in Goa. As head of the Commonwealth, the Brit- 
ish sovereign will be in Delhi during the first three days of CHOGM, meeting 
individual heads of government participating in this conference before they go 
to Goa, besides entertaining them together at a banquet at Hyderabad House 
which has been placed at her disposal on this occasion. 


A lot of attention is being paid, as it should be, to both the ceremonial and 
security aspects of the Queen's visit. After her last trip in 1961 in the 
after-glow of independence, she will be visiting a different India this time 
although she is assured of an equally warm welcome. The old link generation 
with its nostalgia for the past has more or less faded away, and an entirely 
new one which had not experienced British rule has stepped into almost all 
walks of life. Though it is shorn of soapy sentimentality, the current Indo- 
British relationship is in many ways much more enduring since it is based on 
shared values and interests rather than the mystique of past connections. 


Ups and Downs 


No doubt, there have been many ups and downs in Indo-British relations even 
after independence. But the two countries have been able to concentrate more 
on what unites rather than divides them to sustain this relationship even in 
moments of sharp differences. It is rather ironical that India has been able 
co get along better with Conservative than Labour governments, despite the 
fact that right through its freedom struggle the Tories had bitterly opposed 
the demand for independence, while the Labour leadership finally transferred 
power to it. 
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Indo-British relations hit the rock bottom in Mr. Harold Wilson's time and his 
successor, Mr. James Callaghan had to struggle hard to undo this damage, be- 
fore anything could be done to improve them. It was left to Mrs. Margaret 
Thatcher to restore some of the old glow to this relationship by establishing 
a close personal equation with her Indian counterpart, Mrs. Indira Gandhi, 
which helped Britain considerably in consolidating and expanding its economic 
interests here. 


The British government had assigned some very able High Commissioners to India 
who did excellent work in paving the way for an entirely different pattern of 
relationship free from the hangovers of the past to be able to bear the 
Strains of recurring irritations. The Queen is paying her second visit to 
India at a time when Indo-British relations are perhaps at their best after 
independence. 


The Commonwealth too has gone through a tremendous transformation during these 
years in the wake of the far-reaching changes in Indo-British relations, apart 
from the fact that India had opened the way for most of the former colonies to 
remain in the Commonwealth as full-fledged sovereign republics without any 
direct or indirect links with the British Crown. Its very continuance as a 
member of this unique association of nations also helped to strengthen the 
multiracial character of the new Commonwealth, free from the stigma of any 
subservience to the political or economic dominance of the affluent white do- 
minions which at one time formed the hard core of it. 


Third Largest Group 


The timing of the Queen's visit to coincide with the Commonwealth Conference 
Which is being held for the first time in Delhi will certainly help to focus 
attention not only on the changed character of the Commonwealth but also the 
continued relevance of close Indo-British relations to its increasing impor- 
tance as a major international forum of fully independent nations. 


After the United Nations and the non-aligned movement, the Commonwealth con- 
stitutes the third largest group of sovereign countries held together only by 
shared ideals and traditions, although some of these values have been diluted 
by the emergence of pocket dictatorships in the wake of rapid decolonisation. 
What holds the Commonwealth together with all its contradictions is the inher- 
ited faith in the rule of law, which compels even the totalitarian regimes in 
it to keep up a pretence of adherence to democratic traditions even when they 
openly violate them. 


The U.N. now consists of 158 members, the latest one being St. Kitts-Nevis, a 
tiny Caribbean dependency of Britain which became free only last month. The 
non-aligned community has 101 full members, besides 16 observers and 24 guests 
including international organisations. 


The Commonwealth has 48 fully independent countries, but these include Nauru, 
St. Vincent and Tuvalu that are treated as special members with no right of 
participation in the heads of government conference. But they are entitled to 
take part in all other activities of the Commonwealth and derive full benefits 
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from its aid programmes. In addition there are 18 self-governing dependent 
territories of member-countries which are associated with the Commonwealth and 


entitled to become members as and when they become independent nations. 


The full members of the Commonwealth are Antigua and Barbuda, Australia, Baha- 
mas, Bangladesh, Barbados, Belize, Botswana, Britain, Canada, Cyprus, Domini- 
ca, Fiji, Cambia, Ghana, Grenada, Guyana, India, Jamaica, Kenya, Kiribati, 
Lesotho, Malawi, Malaysia, Maldives, Malta, Mauritius, Nauru, New Zealand, 
Nigeria, Papua New Guinea, St. Kitts-Nevis, St. Lucia, St. Vincent and the 
Grenadines, Seychelles, Sierra, Leone, Singapore, Solomon Islands, Sri Lanka, 
Swaziland, Tanzania, Tonga, Trinidad and Tobago, Tuvalu, Uganda, Vanuatu, 
Western Samoa, Zambia and Zimbabwe. 


The associated States and dependencies are Anguilla, Bermuda, British Virgin 
Islands, Brunei, Cayman Islands, Christmas Island, Cocos Islands, Cook 
Islands, Falkland Islands, Gibralta, Hong Kong, Montserrat, Niue, Norfolk 
Island, Pitcairn Island, St. Helena, Tokelau and Turks and Caicos Islands. 


After Antigua, Belize and St. Kitts-Nevis in the Caribbean have become fully 
independent, the only associate territory linked with Britain is Brunei in 
South-East Asia which is also due to be free next year. The remaining British 
dependencies, in other words colonies, include Bermuda, British Virgin 
Islands, Cayman Islands, Falkland Islands, Gibraltar, Hong Kong, Montserrat, 
Pitcairn, St. Helena and Turks and Caicos Islands, in addition to the Chagos 
Archipelago in the Indian Ocean. 


The Cook Islands and Nieu are self-governing territories in association with 
New Zealand, while the Tokelau Islands are treated as a non-self-governing 
part of it. Australia's external territories include Norfolk Islands, Heard 
Island, McDonald Island, Cocos Islands and Christmas Island. The only white 
Commonwealth that has had no dependent territories is Canada, unless one in- 
cludes the Baffin Island, Queen Elizabeth Islands, the Victoria Island and 
others within the Arctic Circle. 


The Commonwealth is thus a very complex mosaic of independent nations, associ- 
ated States, self-governing, dependent territories enjoying varying degrees of 
freedom. The larger among them is India with a population of nearly 700 mil- 
lion while Nauru and Tuvalu are inhabited by only 10,000 people in each case. 


The two largest countries in size are Australia and Canada, while the smallest 
island territories scattered over the Atlantic, Pacific and Indian Ocean are 
only postage stamp size States with populations as low as only a few hundreds 
in some cases. It is really a tribute to the tenacy of British Imperialism 
that its intrepid conquerors could spread their colonial net so wide across 
continents and oceans. 


Despite their baffling diversity, the Commonwealth countries do fall into cer- 
tain broad patterns. The four white dominions, Australia, Britain Canada and 
New Zealand, are advanced Western societies which are part of the affluent 
north, while the rest of the African, Asian, Caribbeati and Pacific nations are 
part of the south as developing nations. 
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There is thus an in-built north-south conflict of interests within the Common- 
wealth and against the background of the non-aligned community's crusade for a 
new international economic dispensation, they get compartmentalised into dif- 
ferent sectional interests as part of a global division. The fact that all 
the Commonwealth countries are also members of the U.N. and that most of them 
belong to the non-aligned movement has not helped to simplify the complexities 


of it. 


The Commonwealth Conference in Delhi is taking place at a time when the devel- 
oping world is getting increasingly restive over the uncooperative attitude of 
the affluent West. The discussions in Delhi will he more in the nature of an 
extension of the deliberations of the non-aligned summit for carrying forward 
the crusade for a more equitable dispensation. As members of the OECD and the 
Commonwealth, Britain and Canada will have an increasingly difficult task at 
this conference in carrying conviction about their own capacity or readiness 
to fight for justice on behalf of the great majority of Commonwealth countries 
even to the point of displeasing the United States which has been standing in 
the way of any meaningful initiatives for global negotiations. 


The Secretary~Cenera] of the Commonwealth, Mr. Sridath Ramphal, who is a very 
articulate person, has been putting a gloss on the inner contradictions of the 
Commonwealth with an eloquent projection of the potential strength of its one 
billion people and the vast opportunities open to them for collective 
self-reliance. 


As most of the member-countries are in their first generation of independence, 
it is not at all surprising, in his view, fi the Commonwealth has to go 
through a difficult process of readjustment to the new realities of interna- 
tional life. And what matters according to him is that through consultations 
and cooperation, they are ready to face these problems with enough confidence 
in themselves, despite their vast diversities of race, religion and 


' 
a 
7 
development. 
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ANALYST GIVES PURPOSE, BACKGROUND OF TALKS WITH PRC 


PRC Delegate's Travel Plans 


[Article by G. K. Reddy] 


[Text ] 


NEW DELHI, Oct. 22. 

After the conclusion of the Sino-indian border 
talks in Delhi — and the meeting of the Chinese 
envoys in the region — the leader of the Chinese 
delegation. Mr. Gong Dafei. will be going to Sri Lanka 
on an official visit. 

it would not have normally aroused any special 
interest in india had it not been for the fact that the 
Crinese Vice Minister for Foreign Affairs was paying 
this visit to the troubled island in the wake of the re- 
cent stop-over in Colombo of the US. Defence 
Secretary, Mr. Caspar Weinberger, on his way from 
China to Pakistan. 

The visit of Mr. Gong Dafei is also intended to be 
a reciprocation of the recent trio of Mr. Hector 
Jayewardene, special envoy of the Sri Lanka Presi- 
dent. who went to Beijing recently in the course of a 
quick swing through several Asian capitals to explain 
away the ethnic crisis in that country and in the pro- 
cess seek their support in meeting the imaginary 
threat of outside intervention. 

it is not without considerable significance that 
Mr. Gong Dafei has chosen to combine his visit to De- 
Ly for the Sino-indian border talks with this side trip to 
>| Lanka as a part of China's assiduous atternpt to ex- 
tend its influence to South Asia without the ap- 
pearance of any overt involvement in the internal 
turmoils of the region. 

Precisely for this reason, the Indian delegation 
proposes to nave an exchange of views during these 
talks on the happenings in countries like Sri Lanka 
and Pakistan to make it quite clear to China that India 
will not brook any outside interference in the 
developments of this region. 


The visit of the Chinese leader to Colombo at 
this juncture will only encourage the hardliners in the 
Jayewardene Cabinet who have been toying with the 
idea of invoking international help to resist the indian 
pressures to settle the Tamil problem. it is the timing 
of this visit. not the visit itself, that is coming in for 
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some adverse comments in Delhi. 


An official spokesman made a brief statement to- 
day, in the form of a curtain-raiser for the fourth round 
of Sino-Indian talks opening on Monday. He said: 
“Relations between India and China have been 
improving steadily. There have been continuing ex- 

Pg On matters of mutual interest. However, 
specific progress on the border question still remains 
to be made. The Indian side is approaching the pre- 
sem round in a constructive spirit and. while examin- 
ing further possibilities in other areas, will make de- 
termined efforts to advance towards a solution of the 
boundary question” 


The whole effort so far has been on finding a 
mutually acceptable basis for evolving the modalities 
for subsfantive discussions in a constructive at- 
mosphere that could step by step lead towards a final 
solution. So what 1s being attempted at present is onty 
an agreed framework for detailed negotiations, not 
any breakthrough for arriving at an early settlement of 
this highty compiex problem. 

Indian negotiators are also waiting to see 
whether the latest changes in the pattern of Chinese 
patrolling on the borders of Bhutan are only a part of 
pressure tactics to drive home the point that the entire 
length of the boarder in the eastern sector is disputed, 
or whether these moves are also intended to extend 
their territorial claims to Bhutan to further complicate 
the border problem 

The 11-member Chinese delegation arrived in De- 
Ihi tonight after a day's stopover in Bangkok, reflect- 
ing the new relationship that has developed between 
China and Thailand in the aftermath of the 
Vietnamese intervention in Kampuchea It is not 
known whether this was only a routine stop-over for 
taking a connecting flight to Delhi. or it was intended 
to give Mr Gong Dafe: and his colleaques an 
opportunity to meet Thai officials and discuss the 
Kanpuchean situation with them 





Background of Talks 


Madras THE HINDU in English 23 Oct 83 p 2 
[Text] THE fourth round of Sino-Indian talks on the border dispute open to- 
morrow in Delhi in an atmosphere of modest expectations tinged with subdued 
scepticism. The previous three rounds turned out to be so exasperatingly dis- 
appointing and sterile that it would be hazardous to guess whether the fourth 
round will be more productive in at least evolving an agreed procedure for 
substantive discussions. The fact that the two sides are equally interested 
in continuing these official-level talks even in the absence of any tangible 
progress is in itself a promising sign that sooner or later they may be able 
to establish an acceptable basis for serious negotiations. 


The only thing new about the present round is that the Chinese delegation 

has a leader who is relatively new to the Sino-Indian scene. But it does not 
necessarily follow that he has come with a fresh mind or a fresh brief, since 
he must be fully conversant with the political considerations or strategic 
requirements that influenced Chinese thinking in the past. He must have done 
his home work quite meticulously with the characteristic Chinese passion for 
detail before leaving for Delhi with whatever instructions he has been given 
by his Government. One must not jump to the conclusion that a change in the 
leadership of the Chinese delegation implies a change in Chinese approach to 
these discussions without prejudice to their basic stand on the border 


problem. 
The Farlier Rounds 


fhe leader of the delegation, Mr. Gong Defei, is one of the two out of the 

12 Vice Foreign Ministers who survived the major shake-up in the Chinese Gov- 
ernment last year. The two former Vice-Ministers, Mr. Han Nainlong and Mr. 
Fu Hao, who conducted the talks during the earlier rounds, have been retained 
as advisers, not purged from the party hierarchy or dropped altogether from 
the Government. It would, therefore, be a fair presumption that they were 
associated in one form or the other with the policy discussions in Beijing 

on the eve of this fourth round in Delhi. 


the element of continuity in China’s fundamental approach to the border issue 
is bound to be reflected by what Mr. Gong Dafei says during these talks to 
display some degree of flexibility on China’s part. The first round in Bei- 
jing in December, 1981, was devoted almost entirely to restating the known 
positions of the two sides. The second one in Delhi in May, 1982, got bogged 
down in discussing the relevance and inter-relation of the principles and 
working propositions that were spelt out as useful guidelines for further dis- 
cussions. The third round in Beijing in January, 1983, was equally frustra- 
ting since the two delegations were unable to evolve even an agreed procedure 


for serious negotiations. 
ntermediate stage 


he attempt is to move forward from the preliminary stage of discussing prin- 
ciples and working propositions to get down to the tasks of defining a proper 
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framework for detailed negotiations. There has to be a mutually acceptable 
concept of a compromise that could form the basis for a settlement. The cur- 
rent efforts are aimed at reaching at least an intermediate stage, in the 
light of the ideas exchanged during the earlier discussions, for examining In 
depth each other's approaches to the border problem. It is only after estab- 
lishing enough middle ground between the diametrically opposite positions of 
the two sides that the process of narrowing down the differences could begin 
for exploring the possibilities of a political settlement based on a balance 
of concessions. 


The Chinese have not so far come out with any territorial formula other than 
suggesting in the form of a package settlement a ratification of what had 
been established militarily by them. What is still worse, from India's point 
of view, is that Beijing is avoiding even a discussion on the contents of the 
package offer by adopting in effect a take it or leave it attitude. 


Tre bihan suggestion for resuming te 
threads A eather discussions trom the stage at 
cn they were broken off in the wake of the 
‘ez contiet has not been accepted nor has 
Crna responded to the proposal for a sector 
try sector consideration as a ofelude to a dh 


taking an overall view of the border proper 
and blending different strands of thought to a 
well-knit policy position ' 
The dichotomy 

The Prime Minister who has the ultimate 





% 99-00 Of the package offer in ns entirety as a 
beast tor a poltical gettioment 

There 6 very intie scope therefore for a 
wana trearthrough 19 these discussions 
The visualisation at present «6 that 1 16 going to 
be 4 1009 hau! exercise Calling for utmost pa 
hence and perseverance On yia 6 part 


intiatve with China 


The first Chinese Suggest On was to freeze 
the tr der dispute and proceed with normalisa 
bon Other spheres to create the night climate 
fw comeihaton at the prin tine after 
retomuneg mutual confidence * wae only when 
lvtia firrnty reyected this approach that the 
agreed ty discuss the border proviern core om 
mg the argument that a settlement of this co 
SpUte was Certral to Normalisation 

\yofort nately india has not followed up 
tre Chinese package oer with any couriter 
proposals to test the Chinese intentions assess 
how far Bewng was orepared to Go to resolve 
ths problem instead of confining its probing ef. 
forts to Merely discerning vwihetner they were 
realty ready to engage in serious Negotiations 
The result — that the initiative for mak on 
marnng these parleys has been left to China 
yawn © free to choose its tactics and time 
wihnie lncha CAN Only react to ts actions 

The Indian delegation allowed tse! to get 
CAugnt up 1m the conis of a diilerrwna of ts own 
creaton There 16 no Clarity still whether the 
ngmt approach should ve to come forward with 
comcrete suggestions for territorial readjust 
ment to fest gauge the Chinese response and 
then draw therm into detailed discussions or 
comtirue to adopt a defensive approach as an 
agyeved party wating for then to make the 
next move at a time and ma manner of ther 
vrrce deverdu on other international 
deveioorerts The 16 @ bad reflection of the 
conuson that prevails at the decmion making 
levels Of the Government with none in authority 


responsibility im such matters 16 too preoc 
cupied with many other issues to qve her ur 
divided attentias to the border orobierr arer 
the baefs are being prepared for the Seria 
dan discuss one The Frterna Aflaurs Min ry 
on the other hand tends to wrk uD tO he 
Prime Ministers Secretariat for qudance and 
W60OK" ANON pefore Spelling Of im ovr “ane 
how india should procead wat ths damque 


The diehotory goes down the hoe wth 
the Mimetres of Defenoe and Home sot taming 
the bind of interest required of von the 
opportunity to express Then newt wt CAS 
hour at COTO 1 GEternining the nega 
tik) POs Mons, 


The fact remains that @ was nda “Ai 
took the first step as far back as 1976 t6 Oper 
the way for thie dialogue by resuming am 
bassadorial representation MH was again linda 
that sent as txternal AM aire Min ster to China ir 
1979. during the Janata wmiterraqoum athe he 
return visit of the Chinese Forengn Minneter was 
delayed unt! 1981 because of Benynng 4 
unhappiness over Indias fecognmon OF the 
New Kampuchean reqime The two Countries 
have been gong through the motor of 
normalieation in different soheres, dung the 
last seven years although the talks on Mme 
border protmermn nave remaned Doaqed dows 
mM amaze of principles and working proms 
tons for determining the procedures tor 
fweotatons 
International issues 
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come imto existence and refrain from advanc 
mg fresh terrtornal claims and (6) to erisure 
tranquillity both sides should desist trom patrolt 
Ng the disputed places 
The five principles 

The new five principles that China has put 
forward during the current series of taks are 
equaltty, friendly consultations. mutual underst 
anding and accommodation, a few and 
reasonabe comprehensive Solution Of the 
border dispute These are elements of the 
classic sentence first used by Mr Han Nainiong 
and then repeated by Mr Fu Hao that “we 
beveve that Inda and China treating each 
ott as equals can through frrendiy consuta 
tons and in a spe of mutual underdiand oq 
and mutual accommodation, reach a faw and 
reasonabe comprehensive solution of the 
bor der probten 

The su working propositions that bndia 
has actvanced are (a) the two sides were meet 
ing to fied a solution to the border problem as 
earhy a5 possible (b) it should be a just solution 
and should take mio account the legitimate 
tereets of both sdes i) both sides should find 
a commonly agreed approach and basis for dh 
scussion (d) the proposals advanced by either 
side as consttuting an approach to the 
probiern. should be cons: dered by the other. (e) 
nh is necessary to create a propitous at 
mosphere for arriving at an early setiioment 
and () e#orts should be made to settle the 
border issue in each sector taking into account 
dH erent aspects of them 


Flexibility 


The Indian propositions concede the ex- 
istenoe of a border dispute which was not done 
during the early 19605 when the demand was 
that na should fist uncondtionally vacate 
ts aggression These also talk of a just solution 
taking mto account the leqtimate interests of 
both sides But the Chinese have not matched 
this Indian flexibility with any gesture from ther 
6.de to ao back at least to the line of control 
established before the 1962 wér or make any 
other concessions to make t possible for India 
‘© arrive at an nonourable settiement involving 
the opesion of the whole of Aksar Chin This in 
short 6 the crux of the problem which leaves 
no room for any compromise during the current 
taiks without some fresh flexibility on Chinas 
part 

Atter the opening plenary session at whch 
some platitudinous speeches will be made the 
two delegations will spit into four WOKING 
groups dealing with the boundary question 
trade and economic relations. cultural and 
educational exchanges. and technical coopera 
ton 

The two heads of delegations Mr K S Ba 
ypa: and Mr Gong Datei, will intercede as and 
when required in the boundary discussions 
while maintaining their high level contacts for @ 
gene al review of the whole range of Sino-In 
dian relations. besides sharing views on global 
probierns And the delicacy with which thece 
talks are conducted 6 evident from the fact 
that despite the continuing stalemate over the 
porder tales the two countnes are keen On 
discussing collaboration in developing an en 


cephalitrs vaccine 








Composition of Teams 


Madras THE HINDU in English 23 Oct 83 p 2 


[Article by G. K. Reddy] 


[Text ] 


NEW DELHI, Oct. 21. 

An eleven-member Crinese delegation. 
neaded by the Vice-Minister for Foren Affairs. 
Mr Gong Dafei. is arriving here tomorrow for 
tne fourth round of official level talks which 
open on Monday 

An witeresting feature of tne new Chinese 
diplomacy 1% that. in tne more relaxed at 
mosphere of Sino indian relations, Being nas 
cnosen Delite as the venue for a meeting of the 
Crunese envoys in the region. 

The Chinese Vice-Mirwster. Mr. Dafei. and 
ine second wumportant member of ine deiega- 
tion, Mr. Lin Shuqing. who heads the first and 
second Asia depurtments with the rank of an 
Assistant Minister. and ther senior colleagues 
on the delegation are staying on for this re- 
gional conference. 

Tne Chinese envoys who will be 
participating in ts meeting are thew neads of 
mission im india. Pakistan, Bangladesh, Nepal 
and Sri Lanka. After tne conclusion of the week- 
or, Sinoindian border discussions. the 
Crirnese Ambassadors to these South Asian 
countnes will meet for three or four days to re- 
view the reqiond! developments 


A departure from old practice: It is not 
customary for China. or for that matter even 
the Soviet Union. to hold such regional 
meetings of 1s diplomats in other countries. But 
in departing from the old practice of having 
these meetings only in Beying, China appears 
to nave chosen Delhi as the venue for this Con- 
clave in South Asia as a Calculated gesture pre 
sumably to get the message across that, 
despite the continuing stalemate in the border 
talks. it 6 keen on better bilateral relations 
in other spneres 

Mr. Gong Dafe: is an expert on Africa 
wrere he served as Ambassador to Zaire 
besides heading the Africa department in the 
Foreign Ministry in Being The second impor- 
tant personality in the delegation. Mr. Lin Shug 
ng was Ambassador to Bangladesh before ne 
nas appointed as Assistant Minister in charge 
of potn the Asia departments 

But neither of them is a specialist on Sino- 
ndan problems like ther predecessors who 
carvcipated in the earver three rounds of 
porder discussions. The expertise. if any, on the 
complexities of the oorder dispute will be pro 
ded by Mr Tu \Gouvwer, head of the division 
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dealing with Sino-indian border affairs in the 
Asia departments Another specialist on india 
who has been included in the Chinese delega- 
tion is Mr. Mau Yongmao, a Deputy Minister in 
the Ministry of Foreign Economc Relations 

The indian delegation will be ied by the 
Secretary in the External Affairs Ministry, Mr 
K S$ Beige: wno Naving served as Arr 
bassador to China, has a very good grasp of all 
Sina-indian issues inciuding the border pro- 
biem He nas the additional advantage of 
Naving participated im all the three earlier 
rounds of discussions. first as a member and 
inen as leader of the delegation 

The other important members of the Indian 
team are Mr. A P. Venkateswaran, Arr 


bassador to Ching, Mr. Ranyt Sethi, High Corn- 
missioner to Malaysia and Mr. P. K Sradew 
Jom Secretary in charge of East Asia. who. as 
head of tne China division in the Ministry of Ex- 
ternal Affairs. is mainly responsible for all the 
preparatory work that has to be done for these 
OisCussiOns. 

But the briefs for the indian delegation 
have to be finalised at the political level after 
carefully assessing the Chinese approach to 
the border problern. Tne leader of the Chinese 
delegation spoke hopefully of the fourth round. 
on the eve of his departure from Beying, saying 
that he wouid try to achieve a breakthrough on 
the basis of the ground covered during the first 
trree rounds, but he aiso added that this would 
require efforts by both sides 


After her return trom Bombay tonight. tre 
Prime Minster. Mrs. india Gand. will be 
presiding over a high level meeting tomorrow 
to review and approve the briefs for these di- 
scussions. Apart from the External Affairs 
Minister, Mr P. V. Narasimha Rao, several 
senor officials from the Prime Ministers 
secretariat, the External Affairs Ministry and 
other concerned agencies of the Government 
will De parlicipaling in (nese policy discussions 

Mr Venkateswaran and Mr. Ranjit Sethi. a 
China expen, who served as head of the East 
Asia division unt! he was posted to Kuala 
Lumpur. paid a courtesy call on the Chinese 
Ambassador. Mr. Shen Jian, today to set the 
tone for contacts at tne personal level between 
the two delegations on tne eve of these taixs 
on the border probiem ? 








Report on Sikkim 
Madras THE HINDU in English 9 Oct 83 p 12 
[Article by G. K. Reddy] 


(TExt] NEW DELHI, Oct. 8--A sour note has been struck by China by raking up 
the Sikkim issue on the eve of the next round of official level talks with 
India on the border problems which open on October 24 in Delhi. 


A Xinhua news agency commentary on the border issue referred to Sikkim as a 

sovereign State, just as the untenable Chinese territorial claims to a vast 

area south of the McMahon line were revived last year in the course of a de- 
nunciation of the participation of a dance troupe from Arunachal Pradesh in 

the closing ceremony of the Asian Games. 


The Indian Ambassador in Beijing, Mr. A. P. Venkateswaran, has been asked to 
take up this question with the appropriate Chinese authorities before leaving 
for Delhi next week to participate in the next round of the official level 
discussions. It remains to be seen what attitude the Chinese Government will 
adopt, whether it will utilise this opportunity to reiterate its earlier stand 
against the merger of Sikkim or explain it away by maintaining that the Xin- 
hua commentary did not necessarily reflect the official position. 


But it is quite clear that China is trying to reopen the border dispute in the 
eastern sector to reassert its territorial claims to drive home the point that 
the present de facto situation along the McMahon line can be accepted only as 
part of an overall package settlement on the basis of the existing realities 
along the entire boundary line. The Xinhua commentary is clearly intended to 
get this message across to India before the commencement of the next round of 
discussions. 


Pressure on Bhutan 
Madras THE HINDU in English 15 Oct 83 p 1 


fart icle by Bb. mec Reddy | 


‘Text } NEW DELHI, Oct. 14 
The Chinese have mtensified ther pressure on 
Bnutan. before the next round of Sino-indian talks on 
the border problem later this month, by making fresh 
terrtonel claws in the north-eastern sector besides 
reasserting the oid ones on the western side. 


ht 16 true that the 1965 claim tne 
Chinese patrors but ths year they 
nave Deen Cross followed up with 
mg the traditional fresn viokations 
border from tme across the hitherto 
to time during the undisputed parts 
summer months in of the border m 
tne western sector the nortn east 
to Sustain ther aiong with new 
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BEE 6 A er hr a Clans Tere 

Trese violators Of We Brian border nave taken 
pace a a une when China has been carrying out an 
lee ve seal Gvey A the regon Sumwiar surveys 
from tre ae Nave Deen made «- tre last two so 
all We dapted sectors along me Himalayas from the 
Kaman o ihe north-west to the MclMahon Line in 
We nest east over a iengin ff 3500 km 


Polmcal overtones The Chwese incursions 
ais we Brtan coder have acqured some 
UC VETOES DEetase tre viclavons followed by 
fresh lerrtonal Clans have occurred at a time wihen 
Tere "ave EEN wxne Selective trusons in Ladaxh 
and bi natnal Pradesh Gung the same period to but- 
ess tne Crnese Clanns On the eve of the unpending 
Aca eve tang 0 Delite & 6 0K known why Beyng 
NaS CTCEN to turn the neat on Bratan at ts puncture 
desomle the moves under way fo parallel border talks 
wut 


Tramp Bratan 6 a soveregn State tt has a 
“AC a Veaty (eiatoraiwp with india = regard to 4s 
ceerce and fuvegn rdatons The wagdom hes by 
ans age Veen adnernng to ts Coigation and seek- 
(G 00as advice % was with inchas full concurrence 
that Brutan responded to the Crnese cail for negotia- 
LOS (oO setiie the border Question 

Tne Goverrenents A india and Brtan ae 
Nataly “ceed Over the snphcators of the new 
Crwesé MET EAS to Create the «pression that the en- 
we Muralayan Corder barring tne Nepalese segment, 
S Ui 4 Ospted area that coud be settled only 
rough 4 bawance OA treAual concessions The latest 
CALWVAE BE SOY ChE 2% gentle rerrunders 
THe 1G cha than to Erasan that the present de facto 
SROUO WAG We DOE SA NA De mustaken for 
4 tact acceptance Of te exsting reaites until the 
WO ASME & ayeed upon Trough a package 
BME EN 





The next round of Sino- indian border talks open: 
ing on October 24 in Delt has thus acquired addi 
tonal wmnportance in the contest of these new 
develupments. it is Not known whether the indian Am- 
bassador in Beyng Mr A & Venkateswaran. who 
met the Chinese Prime Minister, Mr Zhao Ziyang, on 
the eve of his departure for Dein to participate in 
these talks. nas had the opportunity to discuss this 
matter eith num 


No new tensions: But otherwise what is mpor- 
tamt s that there have been no renewed border 
tensions despite these Chinese atternpts tc reopen 
the whole issue through selective intrusions even in 
sectors where there are no serious disputes. The 
stage of talking in terms of first principles is now over 
and the two sides have to indicate in one form or the 
other at the coming talks whether they are ready to 
Engage 'N serious Negotiations 

Inere will be no Objection from the Indian side to 
a candid discussion of any aspect of Sino-Indian rela- 
tions. whether it is on bilateral or international issues 
But in doing so India will make it quite clear that it 1s 
not going to brook any interference by China in re- 
gional probierns that are of no direct concern to it. 


The two sides can exchange views during these 
talks on major international developments of mutual 
merest 50 long as these excha are not used as 
an excuse for discussing Indias relationship with 
neighbouring countries like Pakistan. Bangladesh, Sri 
Lanka, Nepal or Bhutan under whatever pretext. In a 
dialogue of this nature, conducted against the back- 
ground of a serious border dispute that led to-a war 
only two decades ago, a proper distinction will have 
to be kept up. in the opinion of tent observers 
here. between the concept of beneficial bilateralism 
and conficts of regional interests while airing views 
on international developments. 
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REPOKTAGE ON ALCC CONFERENCE IN BOMBAY 
Gandhi 20 Oct Speech 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 21 Oct 83 p 7 


[Text] BOMBAY, October 20--THE Congress (1) president, Mrs. Indira Gandhi 
today expressed her deep concern over the fact that anti-national elements 
felt emboldened to come out in the open at Srinagar immediately after vari us 
opposition parties neld a conclave there. 


She was making her opening remarks on the first day of the AICC session at the 
Shanmukhananda Hall here. 


The local leadership at Jammu and Kashmir did not denounce the shameful inci- 
dents during the one-day cricket match between India and the West Indies im- 
mediately. The conduct of those who attended the conclave was also not dis- 
similar. When asked what steps were taken against the traitorous elements, 
the National Conference government said some action was being initiated. But, 
so far it is not clear what these steps were, she observed. 


"Shame, Shame” 


Cries of "shame, shame" rent the hall as Mrs. Gandhi condemned the Srinagar 
incidents. A delegate from New Delhi, Mr. J. P. Goel, demanded that the J & K 
government be sacked to which Mrs. Gandhi replied that "governments are not 
dismissed just like that.” 


She warned the people about the dangerous tendencies that resulted from the 
behaviour of the opposition. Mrs. Gandhi said it was not her intention to run 
down the opposition or belittle their importance in a democracy. Her criti- 
cism of them was not the result of malice or contempt. But, the import of the 
opposition'’s pattern of behaviour should be intimated to the people. It was a 
matter of national concern when the opposition encouraged centrifugal forces 
and distorted issues. 


She said it was not without significance that the demand for more powers to 
the states was being voiced at this juncture. Even before 1977, the opposi- 
tion had formed governments a number of times, especially in the north. There 
were no complaints of discrimination then. Allocation of resources was made 











by the Planning Commission and other bodies in fair measure and there was co- 
operation between the Centre and the states. 


Mrs. Gandhi said she was for a "strong Centre backed by strong states" and 
this had been the guiding philosophy of her party traditionally. In this con- 
text she said even the local bodies like the panchayats should be 
strengthened, 


20-Point Plan 


Speaking in Hindi for a major part of her speech, Mrs. Candhi also pooh-poohed 
allegations that she was favouring the majority community. Earlier she was 
accused of pampering the minorities and now yet another absurd charge was 
being levelled by vested interests. Pointing to her record in the past, Mrs. 
Candhi said she had regarded all communities as equal. It was being said that 
she wae wooing the Hindus to garner their support during the elections. She 
maintained that she had never attached excessive imoprtance to vote gathering. 
but, even the compulsions of real-politik required that all ocmmunities be 
treated equally, she added. 


Keferring to the performance of her party, Mrs. Gnadhi said it had made con- 
siderable prgorese despite various hurdles. She, however, lamented that the 
message of the 20-point programme and other developmental projects did not 
reach a vast section of the poor. The people did not know anything about 
these programmes. This was a matter of concern and partymen should not be 
complacent, she noted. No effort should be made to hide the party's faults. 


Mre. Candhi made a special mention of the situation in Punjab. Certain ele- 
ments were trying to shake the respect that various religious groups had for 
each other. An overwhelming majority of the people had traditionally given 
respect to places of worship unbiasedly. When Pope Paul visited Bombay, he 
wae accorded a rousing reception by all the communities in the metropolis. 

She warned the people about efforts to disturb this happy situation. Refer- 
ring to an article (which incidentally was carried by this paper), she said 
tradition-bound sections in different communities were finding it difficult to 
reconcile themselves to changes caused by economic and scientific 
developments. 


Mrs. Candni also had a dig at newspapers which regarced the session as a non- 
event. She said because there was no spectacle and violence, the session was 
dubbed as being without importance. We are doing a sober and mature discus- 
sion of various issues without indulging in sensationalism and bravado, she 


emphasised. 


Earlier, she lauded the role Maharashtra had played in the national affairs. 
She praised the rich contributions made by Maharashtrian saints, intellectu- 
ale, literatteurs, and artistes. It was also significant that the session was 
being held in Bombay which had played an important role in the history of the 
party. 








Second Day's Session 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 22 Oct 83 p 1 
(Article by Subhash Kirpekar] 


(Text! BOMBAY, October 21--THE two-day AICC (1) session concluded here with a 
call from the Prime Minister, Mrs. Indira Gandhi, to all patriotic forces to 
unite to face the growing dangers all along the borders and the violence and 
terrorism within the country by elements out to undermine the Centre, disori- 
ent the youth through cynicism, spreading disaffection among workers and gen- 
erating a climate of pessimism. 


"IT am not threatening anybody. We have always extended a hand of friendship 
across our borders and within too," observed Mrs. Gandhi who invited the co- 
operation of people in all walks of life to face the machinations of those who 
wished to belittle and destabilise India. 


In an obvious reference to the West, Mrs. Gandhi accused some powers wanting 
to weaken India and of adopting double-standards all along the line. These 
elements lent support to General Zia of Pakistan but "they call us authori- 
tarian"”, she said. 


Without wanting to make this sound like a complaint, she asserted that it 
meant that people would have to be far more vigilant and united to resist all 
designs against the nation. 


Chiding those who described her family as the "royal family”, Mrs. Gandhi 
pointed out that her critic had himself climbed on the shoulders of royal 

ilies. "I don't come from a raoyal family but we have acquired that status 
by our dedicated service to the nation, sincerity of purpose and hard work. 
That road is open to all," she said, adding there was none to help her grand- 
father, Motilal Nehru, when he entered the freedom struggle. 


[he message that Mrs. Candhi gave to her partymen was that at a time when cer- 
in forces were trying to drive it from the main road into the by-lanes and 
yrners, they should not surrender their ideals and principles. 


Mrs. Gandni also announced that the plenary session would be held in Calcutta 
in the last week of December between Christmas and the New Year. Theer would 
be a meeting of the Working Committee on the rst day. Two days would be taken 
9 by the subjfects committee and the plenary session would be held on the 
fourth day. 


ne also wanted every state to give an account of the party offices opened and 

aq the functioning of various calls. Some regional conferences would be held 

orior to the plenary session in December. She was cheered when she urged par- 
to enrol more members provided they were “sincere and genuine.” 


fhe day saw Mr. Rajiv Gandhi make his maiden speech at an AICC (I) session. 
The speech, delivered in a sober tone, was well received by the delegates. 














Importance was attached to his statement that if the existing laws could not 
cope with the terrorism in Punjab, new laws may be enacted. 


Mr. Pranab Mukherjee, finance minister, chastisec the governments of West Ben- 
gal, Jammu and Kashmir and Tamil Nadu for not making progress even though they 
received "massive Central funds". The people in these states had a right to 
demand how the funds were spent, he said. As many as 33 members had partici- 
pated in the debate on the economic resolution which was adopted with two 
amendments, one proposed by Mr. Digvijay Singh and the other by Mrs. Krishna 
Mehta. 


Several ministers and chief ministers spoke today. These included Mr. S. B. 
Chavan, Mr. N. D. Tiwari, Mr. R. Venkataraman, Mr. P. V. Narasimha Rao. 


Winding up the debate on the international situation, Mr. Kao declared that 
India's leadership of the non-aligned movement wouldnot preclude it from ful- 
filling its obligation to defend the country. This was an indirect reference 
to Pakistan which is a member of NAM. Several speokers described Pakistan's 
claims for being a non-aligned nation as “pretentious,” especially as it was 
providing military bases to the U.S. in return for sophisticated weaponry. 


Dr. Shankar Dayal Sharma noted that the movement for democratic rights in 
Pakistan may compel the military dictatorship in that country to attack India 
as a diversionary tactic. 


The defence minister asserted that India's defence efforts would match Paki- 
stan's newly acquired weapons Mr. Venkataraman's reference to China was 
cautious. While speaking about the on-going process of normalisation, he made 
a fleeting reference to some disturbing reports from the borders of western 
Bhutan 


Mr. J. K. Jain made a blistering attack on those who criticised Mrs. Indira 
Gandhi for pleading for the release of the Frontier Candhi, Badshah Khan. Re- 
calling that Mrs. Gandhi had also appealed to the Pakistani rulers to spare 
the life of Mr. Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto, he said that this could by no stretch of 
imagination amount to interference in the affairs of another country. 


External Affairs Minister Speaks 
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 22 Oct 83 pp 1, 7 
(Article by M. H. Jadhav] 
'Text|) BOMBAY, Oct. 2Z1--An undisguised warning that India would not hestitate 
to protect its integrity should Pakistan threaten this country's security 
characterized the resolution on the international situation at the AICC(L) 


meeting here today. A large number of participants in the debate on the reso- 
lution, adopted at noon, highlighted the danger to India's security posed by 


Pakistan. 
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In his reply to the debate, the External Affairs Minister, Mr P. V. Narasimha 
Rao, unequivocally declared that India's interests would not be subordinated 
to those of other countries only because it headed the non-aligned movement. 


Mr. Narasimha Rao said the projection of what had been said by members on 
Pakistan was clear, adds PTI. Although India did not want any difficulty with 
any of its neighbours, it had to be cautious in the context of what was hap- 
pening in other countries, he said. 


Mr Rao said it was also for the first time that India had taken the lead of 
defining the parametres of disarmament unequivocally. India did not regard 
nuclear weapons as mere weapons but as a means of mass destruction. 


India had also made it clear that the proposals and counter-proposals made by 
the USA and the Soviet Union for arms reduction were inadequate. ‘There is no 
intention of real disarmament in them", he said, The proposals made by each 
side cancelled one another out while escalation of the race continued unaba- 
ted. With every minute lost in "this sterile exercise", the world was being 
brought to the brink of disaster, Mr Rao said. 


The non-aligned movement, he said, had taken the initiative of breaking this 
vicious circle and had taken the lead in speaking out on behalf of humanity 
and not on behalf of ome country or a group of countries. 


It was in the context of dispelling doubts about what India stood for in the 
field of disarmament that the AICC (I) had to take a lead as a political or- 
ganization. A people's movement should be developed against the armaments 
race, Mr Rao said, adding that he was happy to note that the Youth Congress 
had taken up this matter and was in touch with the youth of other countries 


Mr Rao also referred to the situation in West Asia which had become more and 
more complex with the Palestine Liberation Organization in a state of disar- 
ray. The question of Lebanon was being made a pretext for not solving the 
Palestine issue. In fact, the issue was being shelved in an indirect manner 
by pre-empting it. He said that even the U.S. President, Mr Ronald Reagan, 
had, at one stage, suggested a freeze on Israeli settements on the West Bank, 
a call made by the AICC (1) in its resolution today. 


About Central America, the Minister said that what had taken place in Grenada 
was symptomatic of what was happening in the region as a whole. He reiterated 
the call for a settlement in the region without outside interference and ex- 

pressed support to the Contadora group which is engaged in finding a solution. 


The Defence Minister, Mr R. Venkataraman, who intervened in the debate also 
referred to the stockpiling of armaments in Pakistan capable of great destruc- 
tion to the possibility of Advance Warning Airborne systems being made avail- 
able to it by Saudi Arabia. 


Pakistan and the USA had explained that these weapons were for Pakistan's pro- 
tection against possible disturbances from Afghanistan. If these weapons were 
meant for use to deal with the situation created by Afghanistan, why were they 
stationed on the Indian border? he asked. 
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Referring to Sino-Indian relations, he said efforts were on to resolve the 
border dispute through mutual negotiations and, in this context, said the 
fourth round of talks between India and China would start soon. 


Dr Rafiq Zakaria attacked the Western Press and certain editorials in the 
Indian Press for ignoring or belittling the recent meeting of Heads of State 
and Government during the U.N. session. Even some of the leading writers in 
the West had criticized the media for their imperialistic attitude. Such an 
attitude was perhaps borne out of the fact that India had refused toe the U.S. 
line. He also accused Sri Lanka's President Jayewardene of encouraging "one 
of the worst genocides” in history. 


Rajiv Gandhi Speaks 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 22 Oct 83 p 9 


[Text] BOMBAY, October 21--THE Congress (1) has a pivotal role to play in 
strengthening the country, it was stated here today by Mr. Rajiv Gandhi. 


The importance of the party was the main theme of his 45-minute speech on the 
economic resolution at the AICC (1) session at the Shanmukhananda Hall. Dele- 
gates extended to Mr. Gandhi the biggest applause of the session before and 
after his speech. 


As soon as Mr. Gandhi rose to speak, the slogan "Rajiv Candhi age badho"” was 
loudly raised by several members. Mrs. Indira Gandhi waved to the delegates 
to stop cheering but when it continued, she went upto the microphone and firm- 
ly said, "There will be no speech if the slogan-shouting continued." 


This immediately had its effect and there was complete silence. 


Earlier, Mr. H. K. L. Bhagat, Union minister for information and Broadcasting, 
stressed the contribution of the Nehru family to the country’s history. Crit- 
icising the opposition for raising the bogey of "dynastic succession," Mr. 
Bhagat said each member of the Nehru family had suffered greatly for the coun- 
try and risen to high position through service. This was as true of Motilal 
Nehru and Jawaharlal Nehru, as of Mrs. Indira Gandhi, Sanjay Gandhi and Mr. 
Rajiv Gandhi. 


Signal to Stop 


At this stage, Mrs. Gandhi repeatedly pressed the bell] indicating that Mr. 
Bhagat should stop his speech. She also orally told him to cut it short. 
However, delegates continued to applaud the minister. 


After Mr. Rajiv Gandhi's speech was over, a large number of delegates began 
walking away, apparently for the public meeting at Shivaji Park. Mrs. Gandhi 
told them that the public meeting was for the people who could not attend the 
session. 
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As newsmen too started walking away to report Mr. Candhi's speech the Congress 
(1) president said amidst laughter "I hope the press won't desert the 
AICC(1L)". 


Mr. Rajiv Candhi said it was the Congress Party which had given the country 
freedom and strength after independence. 


"Why should we not teach our children the real history that it was the Con- 
gress which fought for and won freedom? Why should we be afraid of criticism 
if the facts were taught in schools?" he asked. 


The ‘Revolution’ 


In his first major speech in Bombay, Mr. Gandhi referred to the “revolution” 
the country was going through, the violence in Punjab and Kashmir which he 
severely condemned, and the problem of population. 


He compared the Congress to a great tree which had spread to all parts of the 
country, shedding old leaves as in 1969 and 1978 and growing new ones. 


Mr. Gandhi also said that the plenary session of the party would be held in 
Bombay in December 1985. He had talks with the chief minister, Mr. Vasantrao 
Patil, in this connection. He hoped that by that time Bombay would be as 
clean as Delhi. 


He reminded the delegates of the pledge which Jawaharlal Nehru gave to serve 
the poor. Partymen had a duty to implement it. The main purpose of the ses- 
sion was to create this awarenes 4Md not politicking. 


"Dangerous' Developments 


Mr. Gandhi also pointed out that economic problems could not be solved or dis- 
cussed in isolation. The toil of farmers and industrial workers would not be 
of sufficient use if all round there was an atmosphere of violence. 


The violence in Punjab, he said was an indication of terrorism of the Italian 
type, not mere extremism. 


This violence needed to be countered with all the might and if necessary the 
laws concerned which were not adequate, would be amended. 


He described the recent developments in Kashmir as dangerous. In spite of 
such an atmosphere, the opposition had held its conclave there and talked in a 
way that would weaken the Centre and the country, he added. 


The incident at thhe cricket match in Srinagar was a result of the opposi- 
tion's talks. It was a matter of shame that a Pakistani flag should have been 
waved at the match, he said. 


Even while all this happened, the chief minister did not say anything and took 
action only when asked by the Centre. 
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Mr. Gandhi said the chief minister might not have been directly associated 
with the disturbances but he apparently extended his support to it. 


In such a sensitive state as Kashmir, a few people with ugly design should not 
be allowed to raise their heads. The opposition was working against the 
interest of the country, which the people would not tolerate, he said. 


There were also other problems. What happened in one country now immediately 
had its impact on another. India could not remain isolated. Like many other 
countries, it had been hit by recession. Yet, it was continuing the march of 
programme. 


Not Backward 


"India may be poor but it is not backward. Foreign papers no longer carried 
pictures of starving Indian children. Our food production too has gone up," 
he said. 


Yet, the opposition said no progress was being made. This was an insult to 
farmers and industrial workers, he added. 


Some countries like Taiwan were making progress in only limited fields like 
production of consumer goods. But such countries did not produce steel and 
heavy machinery and sophisticated equipments like India. India had built up a 
very strong infrastructure in respect of power, irrigation, communications. 


Compared to India, what was the situation in other countries like Pakistan, 
Sri Lanka, Bangla Desh. They too had won independence like India but could 
they be considered to be really free countries, he asked. 


However, the great progress made by India had been diluted by the soaring pop- 
ulation. Other countries went through revolutions one after another--politi- 
cal revolution, industrial revolution and scientific and cultural revolution. 


India had been forced to carry out all these at the same time and had on its 
hands one more--an electronics revolution. "We will lag behind other coun- 
tries, if we do not go through all of them simultaneously. 


Mr. Gandhi reminded the delegates that the government alone could not carry 
out all the programmes. The party had to play a very big role in this connec- 
tion. tlhe youths, particularly, had a great responsibility. They were also 
numerically a big force--75 per cent of the population was below the age of 
35. 


[he main task was to wipe the tear of every poor man, he said. 


He concluded his speech by thanking the people of Bombay for the fine organi- 
sation of the session. 


Mr. S. B. Chavan, planning minister, said that some stages lagged behind in 
implementing the 20-point programme, though the achievement for the country as 
a whole was satisfactory. 











Such states had to be told that social commitment had no meaning without the 
implementation of the programme, he said, moving the economic resolution for 
discussion. 


Mr. Chavan said land reforms had to be completed and, if the judiciary became 
a hurdle, courts should be approached for getting the injunctions vacated. 
Land records should be updated and special courts for cases concerning land 
set up if needed. Now legislation mght be needed for the purpose, he added. 


He appealed to chief ministers to ensure that land given to the scheduled 
tribes and castes was not taken away. 


The small and medium farmers should be associated with the implementation of 
the 20-point programme, he said. 


he called for better performance by the public sector undertakings, in which 
huge investments had been made, and emphasised the need for workers’ partici- 
pation in their management. 


Mr. Chavan said there was need for qualitative improvement in the implementa- 
tion of the integrated rural development programme (IRDP) and undesirable ac- 
tivities of some bank and government officials needed to be rooted out. 


[he planning minister compared the performance of the present government with 
the Janata government to emphaise that conditions had improved since 1980. 


The growth rate had changed to five per cent from -- 5 during the Janata 
regime (1979-80), inflation running at 21.4 per cent than had been contained 
and brought down. 

Text of Draft Resolution 
New Delhi PATKIOT in English 21 Oct 83 p 5 
[Text } 


BOMBAY, Oct 20 (PT1)—The 2. The parties and groups in 








draft political resolution which 
the AICC took up for discussion 
today reads: 

1, After Prime Minister Indira 
Gandhi took over the reins of 
office at the beginning of 198), 
the unfortunate reversal of na 
tionally accepted policies and 
programmes were decisively halt 
ed and the nation resumed its 
purposeful movement for soctal 
and economic progress. The eco- 
nomy has regained its vitality, 
the political outlooxg is on the 
whole sanguine, India’s voice 
is heard with respect in the 
wor'd and the nation is once 
again on the march towards a 
bright and meaningful future. 


Ail this has been achieved ia 
the face of the heaviest odds, 
both at home and abroad. 


the Opposition, however, have 
not reconciled themselves to 
their rout at the hustings. They 
have continued in their destruc- 
tive and disruptive activities, 
which cannot but jeopardise the 
very democratic process which 
they so loudly claim to espouse. 
Divisive and regional forces are 
being activised to as a result of 
the shortsizhted and negative 
approach and opportunism = of 
these groups. Appeal to narrow 
parochial sentiments is tending 
to weaken the national fabric, 
woven through the untold  suf- 
ferings and sacrifices of the 
people of India over a century 
and more. The AICC-I deeply de- 
plores these developments. 











PUNJAB VIOLENCE 

3. In Punjab, grave situations 
ef tension and conflict were 
created by the Akali Dal Tho 
responsibility for the tragic 
events that have occurred there 
lies squarely on the Akall Dal 
leadership and their ailies. They 
have fuelled the flames of vio- 
ence and hatred. They have re 
peatediy condoned crime against 
person and property. They have 
allowed holy paces to be used 
dor harbouring criminals and 
terrorists, whom they continue 
t support, overtly or covertly. 
Such situations are exploited by 
subversive elements, both Inter- 
mal and external for their own 
ends. 


4. The country is aware that 
the Prime Minister has taken 
measures to meet the religious 
demands and the Government 
has proposed methods of solving 
disputes relating to the distribu- 
tion of waters as well as terri- 
torial claims Despite these cons- 
trictive steos, the Akali Dal 
leadership has continued the 
violent adzitation, with constantly 
escalating demands. It is abun- 
dantiy clear therefore, that the 
feal issue in Punjab fis not any 
‘emand, but the Akali Dal's bid 
to grab power by recourse to 
intimidation and terror. 

5. The AICC-I condemns the 
violent incidents that have claim 
ed s0 many innocent lives of dif- 
ferent communities in Punjab 
and expresses its deep  condo- 
lences to the bereaved families. 
It urges the Government to 
Laxe stronger measures to re 
es'ablish a climate of security 
of life and property. It is firm- 
ly of the view that a solution 
of the Punjab problem can be 
through dialogue 
among all the interested parties, 
The Akali leadership should give 
up their intransigent posture and 
work for a reasonable solution, 
DANGEROUS TRENDS IN J&K 

6. The ruling National Confer- 
ence in Jammu and Kashmir has 
introduced certain dangerous 
trends and methods in the recent 
Assembly elections which have 
righty caused grave concern to 

lotic and democratic fore. 

Nat.onal Conference bla- 
tantly violated the sanctity of 
the electoral process by rigging 
the eections in many constitu- 
ences, manipulating the polig 
and even defy ng the writ of the 
Flection Commission, 
cal stratezy, during and eince 
the elections. has been to be 
friend and encourate communal 


found only 


'te tied 
i” pou l- 


and secessionist forces and to 
whip up hatred against the Cen- 
tre. The dangerous consequences 
of such a link-up in a sensitive 
area should be realised by ail 
patriotic forces. 

7. Regretfully, the Opposition 
has failed to grasp that the basic 
issue in the electoral battle in 
Jammu and Kashmir went far 
beyond the fortunes of any 
party. and centred round the 
question of which political for. 
ces would strengthen the ins 
titutional framework of our secu- 
lar and democratic society. The 
AICC-I compliments the Stata 
unit of the Congress-I for having 
fought bravely against over. 
whelming odds. 

While expressing i's deep sym- 
pathy for all those who have 
suffered harassment and hard- 
ships during and after the elec: 
tions, the AICC-I thanks the 
people of the State who, in the 
faco of violence, supported the 
Congress- and made it a force 
to reckon with In the political 
life of Jammu and Kashmir. 
The AICC-1 notes that discrimi- 


nation and victimisation — still 
continue and calle upon the 
Jammu and Kashmir Govern. 


ment to stop such activities. 

8%. Faced with the threat to the 
security and Integrity of our 
country, the position of the Op- 
position parties ig pathetic in its 
total indifference to the dimea- 
sions of the obvious dangers. 
They have failed, not for the 
first time, to show a patriotic 
awareness of the deep inter- 
connections hetween internal 
and external forces and events, 
It is ironie that such a signal 
should have come from Srinagar 
where the patriotic forces had 
waged a valiant and victorious 
struggle against internal and 
external enemies of India’g unity 
and integrity. 

9. The AICCT Is glad to note 
that after a long period of trau- 
matic experience which began 


during the Janata Party rule, 
normalcy is fast returning to 
Assam. It expresses its deep 


sympathy for ‘hose who became 
victims of violence and vandal- 
ism and congratulates the Gov- 
ernment of Assam for its sp'en- 
did work in rehabilitating the 
victims and in maintaining peace 
and harmony. The 


issues 6in 


Assan must be solved In an af- 

mosohere of peate and witha 

the framework of law and just.ce. 
OPPOSITION ROLE 


10. In the context of the poll 
tical situation analysed anove, 
the response of the Oppos.t.on 
parties has been totally unprin- 
cipled. Fach party and grouns 
may have its own ideas. Perhaps 
each thinks of the advantage 3% 
can gain. All permutations and 
combinations, of all elemen’s 
otherwise poles apart, afte meant 
to achieve just that one objec- 
tive, on which alone there is un- 
animity and beyond which con- 
fusion prevails. It is surprising 
that the sordid experiences vf 
the numerous previous SYD Zov 
ernments have failed to have 
any sobering effect on these per: 
sons and grouss. Fven more 
surprisingly, they refuse to re. 
cognise the fact that irresoective 
of variations in electoral verdicts, 
the people of India unequivocal 
ly deprecate the attitude of 
personal animosity and negative 
and unorincipted alliances. 

11. The search for a w called 
alternative to the Congress bY 
the Opposition groups amount? 
ty little more than a wearisoens 
re-assemblage of old el.ches 
which have lost meaning through 
constant misuse, This entire ef 
ercisa has little relationhip %o 
any purposeful theme of gover 
ance and {q¢ only repetition of 
what the people of India had to 
exreorienca to their horror {n 
191779 T¢ '¢ a sheer drive for 
power by any means, unredeert- 
ed hy any concern for thea mo 
mentous ste, facing India 19 
the eighties. 


12. Two groupings have been 
formed recently, neither with 
any credible policy of progras- 
me. The communal and re 
actionary character of the na‘io 
nal democratic alliance 16 obvi 
ous. It stands opposed to every 
policy that has helped thie coun- 
try to build a secular, weif-rel.ant 
and vibrant ety. It seeks to 
put the clock back 

13. The United Front is a col 
lection of heterogeneous elements 
mainiy represented ty a grous 
Of leaders without any po 4 
hase Their ony common po *"° 


ig opoortunism In 4 tearm 








for power. the Pront is prepared 
to Ske the fires of regionalian 
and ccermunaliwn. Its slogans 
are not ached by any commit- 
mento the principles of secular- 
ism, desnocracy afd socialism. 
Atwve all, the Front chooses to 
turn a Dind eye to the forces 
which are consciously trying to 
undermine the unity and inte 
grity of India. 

14 It is unfortunate that some 
Parties wich proclaim them- 
selves a3 ‘leftist’ should have 
‘nosen +o ipport the Front. 
Here a!s90 antipathy to the Con- 
gres-{ ard Mrs Indira Gandhi 
has pre-empted political ana- 
lysis. They seem totally unable 
ty asess the dangers inherent 
in the present nternational 
situation and to relate them to 
the overriding issue of the co- 
solidation. of our national unity 

15. Toe AICCT expredos its 
S/Ti0Ng concern over the distor. 
e4 manner in which the Opposi 
tion partes have raised issues 
verraning to CentreStatea rel1- 
tons. The Congress-[ has itself 
encouraged 4 responsible debate 
aver Centre-State relations i1 
the light of develonenents <ince 
the adoption of the Constitu 
ton. The appointment of the 
Sarkara Comsn'ssion is a major 
"#9 In ha direction 


But the Opposition parties are 


. S| 
unay'e '0 Diice the iscue in the 
“ i “ a oy ad 
wider vcerspective of India’s 


, aad y wat 

- a or a, Adeye opment as a 
~ F _—* “e 

modersa 73°90" a4 id of tha com 


pulsions of the <ocio-econamic 


Aa or , “ - 
and) technological §=transform?- 
’ mr 7 “ - 

n of a society ravaged hy 
eoiontialiam They persist in 


nore of 
cUs he State S yh "5 
s mac F grct lay wrong and is only 
: aely '9 Five ae ‘ead nZ ‘maga 
Of *he courtry. India’s 


“ ‘ ig? ry inde rftror 


harrior. 
J 
” the VP 
| ‘ie ° 
on Ame ern’ (AA 
Zo mporance of a strong 
se? 
("4 -t*re foe “ ‘a ore ery a¢) i" of 


tea sgecibesr and rAlenemdaoneag f 


ACCT cautions the 
coun'ry that the forces of destabi- 
tation af@ working actively to 
weagen, and if possible, disrupt. 
sional ynity in a developing 
wociety, the «xzpectations of the 
masses are constantly rising. The 
‘task of political parties should be 


t» see that complex prublems of 


14 [he 


- 


ration Ui 4 Ng are reese yed on" 





the basis «f policies and app- 
roaches thai strengthen the unity 
and the integrity of the nation. 


BASIC CONCEPTS 


17, The AICC4I is convinced 
that in the overall interest of 
the country some basic concepts 
should be held inviolate and be- 
yond political controversy. The 
policies and programmes of the 
Congressl provide the  basie 
framework for a national consen- 
sus on such issues as national 
unity, secularism, planning, self- 
reliance, defence non-alignment 
and world peace. 


The AICC-I feels apprehensive 
that the attempt of the Opposl- 
tion parties to wreck this con- 
sensus is ominous portent. The 
AICC-1 calls upon the Govern- 
ment to create a country-wide 
awareness of the dangers’ while 
devising effective ways of coun- 
tering the forces of disruption. It 
also exhorts Congressmen and 
women to give highest priority 
to this all-important question in 
their organisational activities. 

18. The record of the Congress 
and of its leader Mrs Indira 
Gandhi In consistently waging a 
war on communal forces of what- 
ever description, is self-evident, 
Minorities and other weaker sece- 
tlons have no greater champion 
of their rights. Throughout’ the 
post independence period, the 
Congress, first under the leader 
ship of Jawaharlal Nehru- and 
then under that of Mrs Indira 
Gandhi, has laboured to build a 
secular society in which all com 
munities have equal opportunities 
for growth. 

There are difficulties and prob- 
lems to be overcome — which is 
indeed the agenda of national ac- 
tion. The people, professing 
diferent religions, identify Mrs 
Indira Gandhi with the cause of 
rational unity and hence give her 
their unqualified support. Leaders 
of various parties have, however, 
filed to grasp this deep-rooted 
aspiration for national unity. The 
AICC1 calls upon all patrtotte, 
secular and progressive forces to 
come together on the wider na- 
tlonal platform for preserving 
and strengthening our hard-won 
uotty and freedom. 

19 The AICCI strongly deplo- 
res the barbaric crime against 
manifested in dowry 
deaths. While welcoming the legis- 
‘ative measures proposed by the 
Government to provide any deter- 
rent punishment for such Inhu- 
moan acts, the AICC stresseq that 
a «trong and sustained movement 
i necessary fo> attack the very 
iptitude and values which Ile 


* “men 
ae) t' 


behind cruel tre4tment of wo 
men, The AICC-1 directs Congress 
cadres to play an active part in 
holding social consciousness in 
the right direction. 

RESPONS BILITY 

20. The Congress-I is the only 
national party with a nation-wide 
base. In a very real sense the pro. 
gress and unity of the country are 
linked with it. On us has devolved 
the responsibility of ensuring the 
fulfilment of the vision of the great 
leaders of our freedom struggle 

21. Destiny: has designated this 
historic role to our party, and the 
manner it has fulfilled it over near- 
ly a century bears ample testimony 
to its capacity to rise to the de- 
mands of time howsoever exacting 
or challenging. 

As we look back with a sense of 
fulfilment at past achievements, 
the tasks of the present and the 
demands of the future call from 
each one of us a greater measure 
of commitment and involvement to 
give shape and sustenance’to the 
dreams of a better life for the 
toiling millions of India. The AICC- 
I calls upon afl Congressmen and 
women to prove worthy of the 
party’s rich legacy to strengthen. 
ft further, with a sense of unity 
an abidine faith In the future of 
our country, 

The AICC-I pledzes itself to 
sfand by the reople of India. as !{t 
has alwavs done an appeal, to 
them to support this great oreant 
sation with the quiet determina. 
tion thev alone are capable of, 
and which they demonstrated as a 
unique example in the annals of 
mass movements anywhere in the 
world. 

22, All Congressmen and women 
should work among the people 
with single minded dedication. At 
this hour of trial we need all the 
vigilance and spirit of service at 
our command. The Congress will 
not let anvthing weaken the coun. 
try. The greater the challenge the 
more determined must the Cong. 
ress be . 

23. The AICC ealls upon the 
youth of the country to dedicate 
themselves to play their historic 
and dynamic role to strengthen 
the national fabric of the country 
and to partake of the excitement 
and creative venture of shaping 
modern India. They should respond 
to the future of the national reck. 
oning to them all its thrill and fas 
Cination. The Younger generation 
mise. not ask for a greater pro. 

24. The AICC.E calls upon we 
men who constitute over 50 per 
cent of the total population of thie 
cones “9 contribute fully in this 
area national tack in the 5 itt in 
“ee they had plunged in the 
rreedom strugvle 








25. The AICCT like-wise appeals 
to Peasants. agricultural and in- 
dustrial Iubour. the middle classes 
and orofecstonals, the intellicenr- 
Sfq and intellectuals to continue to 
lend their <colid support to this 
arant artonication which his 
always shown utmost solicitude for 
their welfare and progress, 


Nuclear Energy Discussed 
Madras THE HINDU in English 21 Oct 83 p 9 


[Text] BOMBAY, Oct. 20--The AICC(I) tonight unanimously adopted a resolution 
on science and technology, urging the Government to increase the share of nu- 
clear energy in power generation and intensify work on the experimental fast 
breeder reactor to utilise indigenous thorium. 


Praising the Government for its policies that promoted rapid development of 
science aud technology in the country, the resolution called for vigorous 
steps in the field of space so that in the not too distant future, the country 
could design, build and launch its own satellite. 


The resolution said the "unwavering and dynamic support of the Prime Minister, 
Mrs. Indira Gandhi, in building up indigenous capabilities in science and tech- 
nology has enormously strengthened the national effort for self-reliance”. 


The resolution welcomed the technology policy announced by the Prime Minister 
in January this year and expressed confidence that its implementation would 
clearly reflect the objectives of self-reliance and meet the needs and aspir- 
ations of the people. 


It complimented the Indian scientists and technologists for their achievements 
in various fields and added that the country was justly proud of them. 


The resolution, moved by Mr. Shivraj Patil, Minister of State for Science and 
Technology, was adopted without discussion. 


Asiad organisers congratulated: The AICC(I) today adopted a resolution, con- 
gratulatng all those who had worked for the success of the ninth Asian Games. 


CPI Reaction 


Madras THE HINDU in English 21 Oct 83 p 9 


[Text] NEW DELHI Oct 20 

The Central Executive Committee of the 
Communist Party of india has expressed tts 
surprise at the reaction of the Prime Minster, 
Mrs. Indwa Gendn and the Union Finance 
Minister, Mr Pranab Mukherjee to the out- 
comme of the Srinagar meeting of Oppostion 
leaders. 

The executrve which ended @ three-day 
meeting here on Wednesday sad * was amaz 


14% 








,50: 


4600/1182 


ing that the Prime Minister should attack the 
Srinagar meeting as total controntation of the 
Opposition against her. while the fect is that # 
is she who has taken to a path of confromation 
by attacking the Srinagar meeting”. 


"kh ts urs that she should accuse 
the Opposition of encouraging violence and 
disrupting the unity of the country”. said a 
resolution adopted by the executive 

Releasing the on ky the resolution to ee 
res here tode the genera! secretary, Mr 

C. Rajeswara “Kao said the Opposition was 
prepared to extend its cooperation to the 

ion Government to find a solution to national 
problems 

The executive condemned the new at 
tempts of the Sri Lankan Goverhment to create 
obstacies in the way of @ political solution to 
the problerns of the Tamil-speaking people Kh 
welcomed the take-over of the 13 textile mills in 
wore by the Government 

s charge refuted: Mr. H N. Bahuguna. 
President of the Democratic Socialist Party, to- 
day refuted the Prime Minister's charge that 
there had been a spurt in violence after the 
Srinagar meeting. That meeting. he told a press 
conference here. was concerned with the singie 
issue of Centre State relations and had cor 
demned the violence in Punjab 

Mr. Bahuguna maintained that the Opposi- 
tion was playing a much healthier role now than 
what Mrs Candhi herself had done when she 
was in pee aa ition between 1977 and 1980 

B leader said the Srinagar corm 
me, had discussed the modalities for the 
appointment of Governors but had not called 
for the abolition of the Governor's office nor 
had it said that the Centre should retain only 
four subjects delegating the authority in respect 
of all other matters to the States. He stuck to 
the view that one of the major infants in the 
Centre-State relations was the large discre 
tionary power in the hands of the e. As 
much as 71 to 81 per cent of the funds at the 
Centres disposal was distributed at its discre- 
tion 








[RAN 


NVOL ACCUSES U.S. OF EXPLOITING LRAN-IRAO WAR 


FAl6é0700 (Clandestine) National Voice of Iran in Persian 1/730 GMI 15 Nov 83 


[Unattributed commentary: “America Is Seeking a Pretext for Intervention" ] 


[Excerpts] Dear compatriots: The administration of U.S. President Reagan is 
constantly displaying its so-called big stick policy before the eyes of the 


entire wo 


and ht 


ld’s population. Under the false pretext of defending the freedom 


iman rights, U.S. President Reagan is dispatching the aircraft carriers 
naval torces of world-devouring America, with thousands of marines, to 


rey 


this or that corner of the world to commit aggression against the territories 
9f independent governments. 

hy employing the policy of aircraft carriers Washington committed aggression 
against Lebanon. In accordance with the policy of professional and mercenary 
-riminals, and with th id of its dependent governments, it is continuing 


ea 
mdeclared war against the nations of Afghanistan and Nicaragua. It attacked 


Grenada in the style of pirates. For some time worid 


yuring U.S. imperialism has intensified its aggressive policy in the Persian 
lf, and nas caused the intense concern of social opinion of this region's 


- 
States imperialism is seeking a pretext in order to launch 


nitoad S 
it i szggression in the oil-rich Persian Gulf region similar to the occupation 


renada. For a long time now it has prepared itself for such a development 


means of its agents in the Middle East region. 


i-devouring U.S. imperialism which used several reactionary and dependent 


ernments in Central America to occupy Grenada, will use Islamic Pakistan 


» a ‘ e ’ . + ‘ 1 ‘ ’ 
. ansformed into America s most important base in the Middle East 
ymmnit aggression in the Persian Gulf region. The pretext for aggression, 


, 1s being provided by agents of British and U.S. imperialism in the Islamic 


tates imperialism, under the pretext of defending free navigation in 


trait of Hormuz and the shipment of oil from this region to Europe and 

rica, is getting ready to launch aggression in the Persian Gulf region. 

mt now the aircraft carrier Enterprise along with 5 warships and 2,000 marines 
ipproaching the shores of the Persian Gulf, and Rapid Deployment Forces in 
military bases of U.S. imperialism in Oman and Diego Garcia Island have been 





placed on full military alert. Leaders and officials of the White House do 
not nceal the fact that world-devouring America’s war and military activities 
in the Persian Gulf region are solely aimed at occupying the Strait of Hormuz. 
lhe most important pretext for occupying the Hormuz Strait is precisely the war 
between Iran and Lraq. For this reason U.S. imperialism, by means of its 

agents in tne Islamic Government, is preventing an end to this devastati 
and destructive war so that at the suitable opportunity it would use this 


pretezt tor direct military intervention in our region and country. 
lhe tense situation in the Persian Gulf region could entail grave consequences. 
world public opinion is extremely concerned over the consequences of the 
idventures of U.S. imperialism in this area of the world. It is the duty of 
tii progressive and national forces, and all sincere opponents of imperialism, 
to expose as much as possible the adventurous plans of world-devouring America 
ind its [Iranian agents. The concern of our homeland's people and world public 
inion at the dangerous situation brought about by U.S. imperialism and the 
‘“agan administration in our area is a justified concern. 


in realize the depth of this concern if we take into consideration that 
the rulers ot the Islamic Republic of Iran and their various mouthpieces, by 
sressing Lrresponsible statements and remarks, are actually encouraging the 


idministration in implementing its adventurous plans. Thus, one should 
sb only expose the destructive and disasterous plots of world-devouring America 


it also the loys of America's overt and covert elements in the [Islamic 
Jer ‘ ° 
ith the aid tf its agents in the Islamic Government, America wants to pave the 
rther military presence in our region, and should the possibility 
tne restoration of its fatal domination in Iran. For this reason 
real taces of those who, under whatever name, hand a pretext to 
rica t intervene and escalate its military presence, is one of the urgent, 


iman duties of every patriotic, revolutionary and aware I[ranian. 











IRAN 


COYVERNMENT REPORTS PUBLIC SERVICE PROJECTS 
Tehran KEYHAN AL~'ARABI in Arabic 29 Sep 83 p 4 


(Article: "Islamic Revolution Government Continues Its Efforts To Develop 
Country") 


(Text) Acting in accordance with the Islamic revolution government to 
provide comfort to the villages and to offer various kinds of services, such 
as paying rural roads, supplying farm machinery, building dams to irrigate 
cultivable land, building bridges on rural roads and other services, the 
¥Yoads and Communication Directorate of East Azarbaijan Province recently 
paved the Ardebil Kermeh road at a cost of 120 million rials. 


A road has also been paved between Beyn-e Dah Lar and Bidmeshk and another 
rural road in Esfahan Province has been paved by the Public Roads and 
Communications Directorate of Esfahan Province, in cooperation with the 
villagers themselves. 


With the efforts of the faithful working brothers in the Reconstruction 
Crusade Organization, three rural roads have been built in three villages 
within the vicinity of the town of Langarud. 


Through the efforts of the faithful workers in the Public Roads and 
Communications Directorate in Zanjan Province, this province recently built 
a 24,5-kilometer rural road in Adli village at a cost of 150 million rials. 
As part of the directorate's recent efforts, this directorate's branch in 
Seminar Province has linked four villages by paved roads with a length of 12 
kilometers at a cost of 12 million rials. 


The branch of the same directorate in Sistan and Baluchestan Province has 
built a rural road at a cost of 250 million rials. Work has also begun on 
the constructionof other rural village roads with a length of 48 kilometers. 


The efforts of the Reconstruction Crusade Organization have included the 
construction of a 4l1-meter-long bridge in the village of Siyah Mansuri in 
Bushehr Province. This bridge will link 12 villages with each other and will 
cost 590 million rials. Organization members in Ilam Province recently built 
a J-meter-long bridge and opened a 200-kilometer-long road between the 
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provincial villages. They have also built 11 bridges in Marbareh village in 
the same governorate, and in the past 3 months built two dams to prevent the 
loss of water. 


On the other hand, operations have been initiated to build subsidiary and 
rural roads in the West Azarbaijan Province at a cost of 1.909 billion 
rials. These operations include 158 projects for roads between the various 
villages of the West Azarbaijan Province. In the first 3 months of this 
year, the Rural Services Center in the town of Zabol built 112 bridges, 

set up three livstock farms and constructed a government office building in 
one of the villages within the jurisdiction of the town. 


The Rural Services Center in the village of Yengejeh, within the jurisdiction 
of the town of Sara, has opened a 7-kilometer-long canal at a cost of 2.3 
million rials to supply water to Bastan village. It has also built a dirt 
road between the villages of Jehreq and Shaleslu at a cost of 380,000 riyals. 


At a cost of 3.21 million rials, a 10-meter-long concrete bridge was built 
this year in Zam-e Haja Kalayvillage, through the efforts of brothers in the 
Reconstruction Crusade. 


The recent efforts of the faithful brothers working in the Reconstruction 
Crusade also include the construction of four bridges in four villages in 
Bakhtaran Province in the western part of the country at a total cost of 1.3 
million rials. Moreover, a bridge, a silo and rural roads have been built 
in four villages in the same province at a cost of 33,295,000 rials. 


Meanwhile, work has been initiated to open three canals and to build a bridge 
and an electric power plant in Siyah Cheshmeh area at a cost of 22,396,000 
rials. 


Other services that have been offered and continue to be offered by the 
Islamic revolution government and by faithful workers in the agricultural 
sector to the villagers include the distribution of agricultural machinery 

and equipment. In this respect, the Agency for the Expansion and Development 
of Agricultural Mechanization recently distributed a large number of tractors, 
96 pieces of various agricultural machinery and 469 tractor spare parts to 
farmers in various parts of the country. 


In the same period, the agency supplied 651 tractors, 9,379 drilling machines 
(haffarat] of various types and 156 tractor trailers to farmers in the East 
Azarbaijan Province. In the first months of this year, the agency supplied to 
the farmers in the same province spare parts valued at 120,088,000 rials. 


The same agency has also distributed 1,058 agricultural machines and pieces 
of equipment through the Reconsturction Crusade Organization in the town of 
Beheshtar, with 193 rieces of machinery and equipment going to the farmers 

of the town. 


The Agricultural Committee of the Reconstruction Crusade Organization in the 
town of Bandar-e Torkeman distributed 113 agricultural machines and pieces 
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of equipment this year. The efforts of the Agency for the Expansion and 
Development of Agricultural Mechanization in Sistan and Baluchestan Province 
include the distribution of 39 tractors, 33 ploughs and 83 pieces of various 
agricultural machinery to farmers in the provincial villages. The agency 
has also distributed to the town of Zahedan farmers the equivalent of 15 
million rials in spare parts for various agricultural machines. 














IRAN 


NVOL VLEWS OCTOBER REVOLUTION IMPACT ON LRAN 
TALOO610 (Clandestine) National Voice of Iran in Persian 1730 GMT 9 Nov 83 
[Unattributed commentary: "The October Revolution and Iran"] 


\Text] Dear compatriots: The Great October Socialist Revolution [GOSR], the 
66th anniversary of which is being celebrated these days by the Soviet Union 

and all progressive mankind, is the first revolution in the world that abolished 
the principle of exploitation of man by man in one-sixth of the world, and 

which removed forever the exploiters from the seat of power. However, the GOSR 
is not merely an internal Russian event. From the very outset, the October 
Revolution left its impact on the collective social and political life of the 
entire world, and this impact is becoming deeper and more comprehensive every 


Gay. 


fhe October Revolution took place in a country that is the neighbor of our 
nomeland, I[ran, and its impact on our homeland's social and political life, 
aS well as its liberation movements, is very deep and widespread. 


In the tirst years of the 20th century our country had become the sphere of 
influence of that period's two imperialist powers, namely British imperialism 


and Czarist Russia. The 1907 agreement between Britain and Czarist Russia 
ended the official partition of our homeland between these two imperialist 
I 


Immediately following the victory of the October Revolution, the Soviet Govern- 
ment abrogated the 1907 agreement and all other unequal treaties imposed 

oy the Czarist government on Lran, and gave up all the concessions won by the 
Czarist government from Iran, as well as the enormous loans that the Lranian 
(overnment owed to the Czarist govermment. Amid such conditions British 
imperialism tried to turn Lran into its full colony by taking advantage of 

the situation. For this purpose it imposed on our people the subjugating 

lY19 agreement by means of its subservient agent, Vosuqol-Dowleh. One can 
lare say that had the October Revolution not achieved complete victory, our 
iomeland would have been transformed into the full colony of British imperial- 
ism. However, the October Revolution achieved complete victory, and under 

the direct impact of the October Revolution national liberation movements in 


’ 


[he Lranian people's struggles and the Soviet Government's friendly and fraternal 
toward [ran induced British imperialism to yield to the abrogation of the 
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Sub jugating 1919 agreement. The abrogation of this subjugating agreement was 

4 great victory for the Lranian people. Under the situation prevailing at that 
time in the world this great victory was possible only as a result of the 
victory of the October Revolution and its liberation impact on the social and 
political Life of the people of our homeland, Iran. 


Since the day of the victory of the GOSR, the October path and ideas as well 
as tne friendly and brotherly policy of the Soviet Government and people 
toward the people of our homeland, Iran, had and continues to have the greatest 
positive effect and [word indistinct] on the popular and anti-imperialist 
struggles of Iranian toilers and patriots. For this reason international 
imperialism and its agents and puppets in Iran have always endeavored and are 
endeavoring to portray in an adverse manner the essence of the Soviet system 
and the friendly and brotherly policy of the Soviet Goverment and people 
toward [ranian toiiers, so that they may be able to reduce its inspirational 
effects. This cowardly policy which at present too is being pursued more 
impudently and strongly by rulers and leaders of the Islamic Government has 
two main (?objectives). 


First, by distorting historical facts rulers of the Islamic Republic of Iran 

are trying to conceal the difference in essence between Czarist Russia and 

the Soviet Union, and to blame the crimes by Russia's Czarist Government in Iran 
on the Soviet Union. But indisputable historical facts are so self-evident 

that it is difficult to project black and white in the same vein. However, 

the other and main line adopted currently by rulers of the Islamic Government 

of [ran is to equate the socialist world and the Soviet Union with the world 

of imperialism and America. Rulers of the Islamic Government who are witnessing 
the people's deep hatred toward the plundering and war-mongering America, do not 
dare due to fear from the people's wrath to openly show their association with 
and subservience to imperialism, headed by America. Thus, they try to portray 
the Soviet Union--this true friend of our homeland's toilers--as an enemy, so 
that by projecting the enemy as a friend they may be able to prepare the ground 
for the renewed domination of Britain and America over our revolutionary 


} vv ] na 
nomeland. 


However, these traitors to the people and the revolution, the same as the 
mercenary shah, will take their ominous wish to the grave. Today our homeland's 
patriots, true revolutionaries and toilers realize well that the only way to 
salvation is relentless struggle and combat on the path of peace and socialism, 
and against imperialism and the war of the Islamic Government of Iran's 
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LRAN 


KHO'INIHA COMMENTS ON FOURTH ANNIVERSARY OF EMBASSY TAKEOVER 
Tehran TEHRAN TIMES in English 3 Nov 83 pp 1, 8 


[Text] Tehran--"It is only an independent and powerful stand that can 
bring victory to nations in confronting the US", said the Deputy Speaker of 
the Islamic Consultative Assembly (Majlis), Hojjatoleslam Musavi Khoeiniha. 


Hojjatoleslam Khoeiniha was talking in an interview on the occasion of 4th 
anniversary of the seizure of the US "Spy Den" which falls today. He 
headed the Students Following the Imam's Line during the event some four 
years ago. 


Excerpts of the interview: 


"The reason why the students embarked on the move was simply because they, 
under the teachings of their leader Imam Khomeini did not have the slightest 
doubt that all the afflictions the country was suffering from were results, 
of the mischievous and imperialist policies of the US toward Iran. 


"But even after the victory of the revolution too, they found most sur- 
prisingly, that in spite of the anti-American nature of the Islamic Revolu- 
tion, the provisional government was acting in such a way that the US 
shadow was felt looming over the country again. 


"Thus the students came to the conclusion that the center of the American- 
brewed conspiracies against the country and the revolution must be closed 
shut. 


"However, after the committed Moslem students took over the so-called 
embassy, the move got an en masse welcome in the country that pushed the 
opportunist and Westernized elements into isolation. The welcome in 

itself was indicative of the justification and accuracy of the move which 
had been long desired by all the people. The Imam was the first to support 
the students at the head of the nation. 


"The temporary government then resigned thus proving that by its very nature 
it opposed hard-line anti-American policies. 


"Besides, all those pseudo-revolutionary and nationalist elements that had 
been brought to the scene by the US were unmasked when the secret documents 
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in the embassy fell into the hands of the students and clandestine relations 
between such elements and the US were revealed. 


Many pro-US elements who had infiltrated into the 4rmed Forces and had 
either destroyed many secret military documents, or had submitted many 
such documents to the American embassy, were uncovered. [as published] 
We can then rightly say that the seizure of the Spy Den led to a purge 
relieving the country of any person inclined to the West. 


"As an aftermath of this revolutionary movement, the unity of the people 
was further strengthened. All the nations struggling with US oppressive 
policies realized that Iran had turned to a powerful anti-US base. 


"It was also revealed to the world's people that if there were any among 
the world leaders who was capable of launching an all-out combat against 
the US, it was no one but the Leader of the Islamic Revolution of Iran, 
[mam Khomeini. 


In the meantime the Oom Theological School Islamic Propagation Office and 
the [Islamic Propagation Organization based in Tehran issued communiques on 
the occasion of the takeover of the American "Spy Den" (US Embassy) and 
anniversary of the Imam's exile 20 years ago, both coinciding, November 4th, 
Friday. 


The Oom communique said that the orders for the Imam's exile 20 years ago 
came from the US “Spy Den", the 4th anniversary of the takeover of which is 
commemorated Friday. It added that it was by God's will that this "Spy 

Den" was taken over by the students almost 15 years later, to the date of 
the victory of the Islamic Revolution, by a group of committed students. 


[he communique said that it was indeed this very move which blocked al] 
compromise with the Superpower (US) and made the US mercenaries abandon al] 
hope of any further gain in Iran. 


The magic evil spell of the Great Satan was once and for all broken by the 
action of the students, the communique said. It also added that all the 
political machinations of the intruders were disclosed following the takeover. 


It was indeed a turningpoint and a second revolution in the Islamic Republic 
of Iran the communique said. 


[he Islamic Propagation Organization communique said of the US Embassy (Spy 
Den) takeover by the students in the Line of Imam Khomeini, that all the 
plans of the liberals for deviating the revolution were stymied by the action 
f the Students in the Line of the Imam. 


Wat 2 om} Yr J+} 
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[he communique also referred to the martyrdom of students on 
1978, by the troops of the shah which showed their spirit of sacrifice and 


ledication. 











This communique also called the US “Spy Den" takeover a second revolution 
for the Islamic nation and had proved the Imam's contention that America 
would be helpless to counteract the power of Islam. 


Finally, the communique called upon people on the occasion of the 4th 
Anniversary of the US "Spy Den” takeover to unite further and declared that 
the UN Security Council resolution on the ceasefire in the ongoing Lran- 
Iraq war which has been inspired by the Great Satan is of no value to the 
Islamic Republic and it is the great combatants of Islam who will determine 
the fate of the war. 


The Islamic Associations of the Universities also issued a communique on 
the occasion of Nov. 4th Friday. 


The communique said that exiling the Imam the shah intended to extinguish 
the light of a Divine revolution in this country, but it had the opposite 
effect. 


The communique ended calling on all the peoples, university students and 
professors to participate in the rally to be held on Friday commemorating 


, 
tne occasions. 
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LRAN 


ECONOMIC RELATIONS WITH PAKISTAN REPORTED 
Tehran TEHRAN TIMES in English 1 Nov 83 p 1 
[Article by Umar Latif] 


(Text)! A ten man delegation, representing several branches of general trade 
arrived on October 25, 1983 from Pakistan on a week long visit of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran. The visit concludes on November 1, 1983. What has it 
brought with tit for brothers of Islamic Ummah Iran? To begin with, it 
brought bouquets of brotherhood and carried a great deal of goodwill. 

Trade, though secondary in consideration, is for sure an important source 

of binding further the bonds of brotherhood now existing. It can be made 

an instrument of injecting enviatle and inevitable strength to what that 

ties the present relationship. 


Ten trades being represented by the delegation comprise iron and steel 
products, pharmaceuticals, drugs and medicines, wool hair, woollen yarn, 
tobacco, Cigarettes, all type of leather including finished crust and wet 
blue, glue, gelatine, spices, agricultural commodities, tools, workshop 
equipments, fresh fruits, vegetables, toilet soaps, detergent, sports goods 
of all kind, industrial airconditioning, ventilation and heating designs 
and procurement control chemical industry. 


The goods being offered by the members of Pakistan's trade delegation are 
essentially those in which Pakistan has surplus production and, of course, 
of high quality, acceptable in international trade. Bean bursting produc- 
tion of these articles has been achieved through imaginative production 
planning intertwined with consistent efforts applied in by all those engaged 
in their manufacturing activities. 


Pakistan offers for sale and supply all these and various other goods and 
services not just to earn foreign exchange or improve balance of its trade 
th Iran. The underlying considerations are far beyond money could measure. 
/ 


These goods have already established fairly broad-based markets in several! 
trading partners of Pakistan, and these markets are steadily expanding. 


[The Islamic Republic of Iran, besides a good neighbour with common borders, 
ares common conceptual themes and tangible things with Pakistan. Cor- 
Mal ity in their relations has been a historic feature of long lasting 





ye 
» 

a 
. 
: 
x 
‘ 

| ou 
| 
aed 
— 


ing stormy encounters and shall prove ever lasting indeed. Islam 

provides foundational strength to it. Peoples of both these countries have 

burning will for moulding their lives on model presented by common faith 
Tnis moving spirit transcending dynamics has brought the two coun- 


Tuese tiles need to be consolidated and flourished through serving economic 
requirements of each other. It is possible through increasing trade 
vetween them. This objective has been a driving force for the trade 

o come here, assess potentials in person, listen candidly, 
discuss with xeen interest so as to be able to sell more their goods, since 
these seem to be needed by the people of Iran. 


, ; eo 4 
Geievgation 
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Mutually beneficial economic relations between Iran and Pakistan are not 
something of a recent emergence. Happy tidings have been in evidence since 
too long to measure by years. This justifies giving, time to time, a fresh 


Loos to what we stand for, with a will to improve upon the past performance. 
It surely augurs well to record that trade overa year has received a tre- 
mendous boost. It is poised to take further positive strides soon and so 

B60 in time to come, 
[ran now has found many items of its interest to import from Pakistan. As 
4 result, imports by Iran from Pakistan during July 1982-June 1983 period 
of Pakistan's fiscal year registered a significant surge. Invalue these 
aggregate over Rs. 4225 million and formed fascinating 5.13 times 
rts made in the corresponding period of 1981-82. 


imports by Pakistan from Iran similarly registered a phenomenal growth over 
the past year. Iran's exports to Pakistan during July 82-June 83 period 

also soared by significant 51 times over those of July 8l-June 82 period. 

[ran exported to Pakistan goods worth Rs. 1145 million in 1982-83 as com- 
pared with exports aggregating Rs. 22 million in the corresponding period of 
the previous year. Crude petroleum/mineral oils constituted a single major 
item of Iran's export to Pakistan. Its sales value stood at Rs. 1134 million. 


was followed by sales of plants for perfumes etc. 
iran's imports from Pakistan consist of several consumer items for the common 
n. It mares for a fairly long list. Some of the important items of 


Iran's imports from Pakistan have been wheat, rice, food preparations, 
istor ol! seeds, wool raw scoured, sodium nitrate natural, silicate sodium, 


irea, insecticides, starch, leather and leather goods, craft paper sacks and 


r 5, silk yarn, silk sarees, woollen yarn, cotton yarn, cotton thread, 
synthetic yarn, cotton cloth, cotton canvas bleached water proof, cotton 
orints, blended fabrics under garments and miscellaneous manufactured 


yarameters, which they certainly are represent a healthy trend of 
, interest and reflect in effect growing confidence of achieving 
mutual economic ends through the vehicle of trade between the two brotherly, 
irly countries. Intensifying the present trends is of 
terest for economic strength and welfare of the peoples of the 





two countries and it is bound to lend desired support to economic stability 
ind strength of the region. Through trade, the peoples of different coun- 
tries come to know each other and with increase in trade, their under- 
standing is promoted. Growing outside imperialistic economic influence, 
fierce in its brute force of exploitation can be first eased out and 

lti -ly driven out by binding strong economic interests through close 
collaboration and cooperation of regional grouping. Iran and Pakistan can 
contribute something in this regard, while guarding their own economic 


? 


well being with open mind and broad vision. 


[In a year's time from now, Pakistan's steel mills is expected to be on/stream. 
[as published] With it would step up rolling out of many a machine, fully 
indigenously manufactured. Soon cement industry will prcediuce more than 
Pakistan's want. Thus in development activities of Iran, Pakistan can be 
relied upon as a main source of supply of structural goods and plants, 
machinery, machine tools and all that can contribute in improved infra- 


Structural facilities. 


Relations between Iran and Pakistan stand extended beyond normal trade. As 
at June 30, 1982 Pakistan owed US $593,610 million to Iran. Of tnis, 
assistance in the form of capital aid provided in 1975-76 amounted to 
US $35,430 million. It was followed by similar assistance of US $150 
million in 1976-77. With this assistance. a few industrial projects, have 
been set up. Iran holds equity interest in Security Papers Ltd; 4a project 
which produces bank notes and alike papers for valuable securities. The 

* joint industrial and similar business ventures, so as to cement 
the existing economic relations is as extensive as of trade itself. Over 
i year, trade between the two countries has taken a big leap forward and 
it is expanding well at increasing pace. 
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IRAN 


BAZARGAN'S FREEDOM MOVEMENT BLASTED BY MAJLIS SPEAKER 
Tehran TEHRAN TIMES in English 3 Nov 83 pp l, 8 


‘Text] Tehran--The Iranian Ambassadors and Charge d'Affaires to European 
and American countries who are now here to attend a seminar, called on 
Majlis Speaker Hojjatoleslam Ali Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani yesterday. 


In this meeting which was also attended by the Foreign Minister Dr. Ali 
Akbar Velayati, the latter presented a report to the Speaker and said that 
it was decided that Iranian envoys abroad should return home twice a year 

in order to see the countries affairs for themselves and exchange views with 
the officials. [as published] 

Later Rafsanjani stressed the usefulness of such gatherings and urged the 
visiting group to mainly rely on facts and realities in their propagation 
ind never offend Islamic teachings. 


"Let us staunchly" he observed "follow our Islamic convictions and teachings. 

On the contrary, those opposing the Islamic Republic are not leaving any 
stone unturned in using false and deceptive tactics against us. Ome such 
oposition group is the Nehzat Azadi (Freedom Movement) which now resorts 

1 deceptive tactic knowing that they will never win the forthcoming 

elections for the Majlis. 


co 





"Tt was a few months ago when Mr. Bazargan (the head of the Movement) said, 


in a speech addressing the Majlis in pre-agenda session, that there is no 
freedom in this country. This was also broadcast on the Iranian Radio 
ive. One will wonde* how there is no freedom while such statement 


m the air. 


‘The same group (Freedom Movement) also declared that it would hold a 
seminar on Friday (Oct. 28) while it had not obtained permission to do so 
from the Interior Ministry. The fact is it was never a seminar because 
stead of inviting certain persons, had issued a public communique 
ill people to take part in the gathering. 


i:lculated tactics against a regime whose best children are 
eir lives for the Revolution in the battlefronts. 
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ne committed Moslem people who realized what was going on, gathered 
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in tne location for the ‘would-be seminar’ and did not let them vet over 


’ 


With tneir Dusiness. 


the movement's members (Hashem Sabbagian) launched another false 
propaganda on Tuesday's session of the Majlis. The gentleman continued his 
mn beyond the time limit allowed for a pre-agenda address and it was I 
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wno called the opposing deputies to silence so that he could say what he 
wanted. He then intently clashed with one of the deputies who wanted to 
SEOT 4 i - speect! *. 


not wish to say that such people (Freedom Movement) are American agents 


and it is very unlikely. But the fact is that the tactics they have now 
idopted is very much the same as those taken by elements now residing 
soroac fas published |] 

Regarding the US invasion of Grenada, the Majlis Speaker said that the 
imperialist power had committed this ‘great crime’ while it was spouting 
rhetoric on human rights. 

t= rf 


Plots after plots” he went on saying “are also being concocted against the 
n revolution by the US under the pretext that ‘it cannot 

list countries in the area." Such a statement can never 

be accepted of course. But judging from the same view, how can the 

Americans then expect the Moslem and Arab countries to tolerate the pres- 

' Israel as an economic, military and intelligence entity. 
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Referring to the issue of Hormuz Strait, Hashemi Rafsanjani stressed that 
if the passage were in the hands of an adventurous country, it would have 


ised it as blackmail against regional states. But, he added, the Islamic 
Republi f Iran will never resort to such tactics and actions. 


The Majlis Speaker also reiterated that both Western and Eastern Super- 


powers shared one and the same stand as to confronting the Islamic Republic 
f Iran. They also, added Rafsanjani, take advantage of the chaos created 


ne another. Let us note that before the US invasion of Grenada, Russia 
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Meanwhile, the Interior Minister Hojjatoleslam Ali Akbar Nateq Nouri who 


was talking to the daily JOMHOURI ESLAMI on the issue of Nehzat Azadi 
‘sterday said that the group had intentionally named its gathering a 
3emina in a bid not toobtain permission from the Interior Ministry for 
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"It was on Friday afternoon when I was informed by people gathered around 


the premises of the Nehzat that Mr. Bazargan had asked Ayatollah Mahdavi 
Kani for help on the telephone. That was how the guards of the Islamic 
Committee went to the place and escorted the movement's members of 


tne 
, ‘ ' ? 
Nehzat to their homes. 
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NEPAL 


TOTAL OF 80 POST OFFICES TO BE OPENED 
fathmandu THE RISING NEPAL in English 20 Oct 83 p 35 


‘lext}) Eighty more additional post offices will be opened in different parts 
of the country during the current fiscal year, bringing tne total to 1339. 


Similarly, a sub-post office each in nineteen districts of the country will be 
opened during the same period. The total at the end of this fiscal year will 
tnen oe 316. 


Veanwhnile, it is learnt that postal money order services were extended by the 
district and sub-post offices, facilitating 126 different individuals or 


concerns. 


During the current financial year, money order system will be introduced in 23 
sub~poset offices and savings banks opened in 10-district post offices, it is 


as 1S, i@earnt. 
tne number of post offices in the country has reached 6/71. 


} total includes five regional directorates, 14 postal control offices, 75 
dietrict post offices, 169 additional post offices and 318 sub-post offices. 


However only district post office, additional post office and sub-post office 
andle mail and related documents. 


snile the zonal postal control office is involved in supervisory and adminis- 

trative works to ensure smooth intra-zonal postal transactions, the regional 

poetal directorate investigates into offences relating to postal affairs--be- 
ides, carrying out inspection and supervision activities. 
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MONEY SPENT ON COVERNMENT ADVERTISEMENTS IN PRESS LIKELY TO BE WITHDRAWN 
Kathmandu THE MOTHERLAND in English 26 Oct 83 ppl, 4 


(Text] The government is reportedly considering a plan to doing away with the 
money given by the Department of Information for its advertisement published 
in daily and weekly newspapers for what is described as encouraging market 
competition among the newspapers in the Kingdom, say informed sources here. 


The new scheme will have nothing to do with the twin publications of the 
government, they add. 


It is said that a fund will be created out of the money thus saved and given 
annually in lump sum to newspapers considered best and professional by the 
government appointed body. 


Once the plan is carried out, a number of dailies and weeklies will be losing 
the monthly one thousand and six hundred rup es which they have been receiving 
for advertisement from the Department of Information hurting at the same time 
a number of newspapers which started appearling like mushroom under the ‘free 
license policy’ introduced by the Thapa Ministry. 


It may be recalled here that the new generation of newspapers have so far been 
denied the advertisement money and solely depend on advertisement, street sale 
and what some sarcastically describe the political charity doled out by inter- 
ested politicians in and outside the government. 


Most newspapermen including 53 dailies now in the Nepali newspaper market will 
be hit hardest unless they can manage to become servile to the government 
shunning their right to oppose and criticize the government, opine those who 
have long been in the profession. 
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MINISTER TALKS ABOUT STEEL MILL, OTHER ISSUES 


Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 30 Oct 83 p 3 


[Text] tsLAMABAD, Oct. 29: The Fede 


CSO: 


ral Minister for Productin Lt. Gen. 
Saeed Qadir told Majlis-e-Shoora 
today that the Pakistan Steel Mills 
was near completion and it 
would go into full production by 
the end of the current financial 
year, 1983-84. 


a on the Sixth-F ive Year 
Plan, the Minister pointed out only 
two units of the mills, hot strip 
mills and cold roll mills were 
incomplete and both the units 
would be completed between 
March and June 1984. He said by 
the completion of the Steel Mills the 
basic industries in the country 
would have a firm foundation. 

He said efforts were also afoot 
that the country should become 
self-sufficient in the production of 
special steel. 

He pointed out that to meet the 
energy crisis in the country 
nation should extend its full 
support and co-operation to the 
government and the situation could 


that the private 
consumers should save gas and 
power in their domestic utilisation 
so that these resources could largely 


be used for the industrial develop- 


ment. 
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conservation of 


The Minister said during his 
visits to India and China, he had 
observed that the people were very 
keen in co-operation with the 
government in saving energy for 
productive se he said the 
nation could do it by avoiding 
unnecessary use of power. He said 
he himself did not allow the bulbs 
in his office to be lighted during the 
day time. 


He said the private sector should 
go ahead in participating in the 
power generation by setting up 
small plants. 

He said the output in the agri- 
cultural sector had been encourag- 
ing but still there was lot of poten- 
tial to be utilised. He said Pakistan 
was producing 1600 kilogram of 
wheat hectare while other 
adv. agricultural countries 
were producing to the level of 5000 
kg. per hectare. He said if the level 
of per hectare yield could not be 
brought upto 5000, it must be 
brought to about 3200 kg 
hectare. He said if this effor* 
succeeded, the country would 
become prosperous in the produc- 
tion of food grains. 

The Production Minister told 
the House that during the last two 
years the production of tractors 
had been raised to 100 per cent. 
He said during the Sixth Plan 
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Period this production would be 
doubled. He said the spare parts 
of tractors were being manutfactu- 
red domestically. He said he was 
confident that the full-fledged 
tractor manufacturing would start 
within Pakistan during the next two 
years. 


The Minister said the level of 
literacy was very low in the 
country.. However he said this task 
could not be accomplished alone by 
the government. He said _ the 
involvement of the entire nation in 
this programme was very necessary. 
He said if every educated citizen 
of the country was prepared to 
teach one person in the plan period. 


the government efforts would 
succeed. He said in the develop- 
ment of the country the literacy 
and education had a vital role to 
play and if the maximum popula- 
tion was literate and educated the 
development in the country would 
get a lot of momentum automati- 
cally. 

_ He announced that he had given 
instructions in the industrial units 
under the Production Ministry to 
prepare lists of the workers who 
were illiterate and it would be the 
responsibility of the m ements 
of the industries to arrange for their 
education. — APP 
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FINANCE MINISTER ASSURES SHOORA OF EFFORTS FOR INTEREST-FREE ECONOMY 
Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 31 Oct 83 ppl, 8 


[Text] Islamabad, Oct. 30: Ghulam Ishaq Khan, Minister for Finance and 
Economic Affairs, announced today that a great deal of effort would be made 
from the next financial year to make the economy of the country interest- 
free. 


Speaking during the “question hour" in the Majlis-e-Shoora this morning, he 
said the profit and loss sharing (PLS) scheme initiated by the present 
government brought encouraging results in eliminating interest from all 
spheres of life. 


He said the rate of profit from the PLS accounts had been increasing and 
remained much higher as compared to other investment schemes. The invest- 
ment in the PLS accounts showed tremendous increase during the last three 
years, he added. 


To a question from Malik Muhammad Shafi, the Minister said, profit received 
by an account holder of a scheduled bank from a PLS account was exempted 
jointly with dividends from other sources up to Rs. 15,000. 

The Finance Minister informed the Majlis that in all 41 interest-free loans 
have been obtained from international organisations and foreign governments 
luring 1981-82 and 1982-83. 


Answering another question from Mian Muhammad Naimur Rehman, he also pre- 
sented a statement hefore the House showing the details regarding the terms 
of payment of the said loans. 


He said the amount of foreign loans including those repayable in rupees 
utstanding against the country as on June 30, 1983 amounted to dollar 

4,865 million. The average interest and service charges payable over the 
next 1O years from 1983-84 onwards had been estimated at 284 million dollars 
per annum, he added. 


In a reply to a question from Shahzada Saeedur Rashid Mahmood Abbasi, the 
Minister told the House that the home remittances received from overseas 
Pakistanis amounted to 2048,14 million dollar and 256,982 million dollar 
luring 1981 and 1982 respectively. 
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He said most of the remittances were received from Saudi Arabia, UAE, 
Kuwait and some other Muslim countries which constituted 75 per cent of the 
total remittances. The remittances from Saudi Arabia alone were about 50 
per cent. The rest of the remittances were from USA, U.K. and other 
European countries, he added. 


Mr. Ishaq Khan told the House that the export of rice, wheat, fruits and 
vegetables increased remarkably during the last three years due to sound 
and viable economic policy of the government. 


Answering a question from Zahid Hameed Chaudhry, he stated the government 
took numerous steps to increase the export of these items. He said export 
of rice, however, decreased last year due to the international recession. 


To a question from Malik Muhammad Shafi, he said, the budgeted target of 
Annual Development Programme (ADP) for 1982-83 was not achieved fully 
mainly due to operational shortfalls resulting from slow inflow of foreign 
aid. 


He said the revised ADP estimates for 1981-82 and 1982-83 have been placed 
at Rs. 27 billion and 28.6 billion respectively, he added. 


The Finance Minister told the Majlis that deposits of scheduled banks 
operating in Pakistan as on Oct. 13, 1983 stood at Rs. 108955.696 million. 


Replying to a question, he said, foreign exchange reserves as on Oct. 23, 
1983 were 1670.2 million dollars. The value of currency notes in circula- 
tion as on June 30 each year were Rs. 1974 10,944.9 million, 1977, Rs. 
17,221.8 million, 1981, Rs. 37,221.9 million, 1982 Rs. 40,212.1 million and 
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1983 Rs. 48,480.2 million. [as published] 


He told a questioner that the closing balance of the Central Zakat fund as 
on July 28, 1983 was Rs. 1,265,630,878.47, which he added, was in the 
custody of the State Bank as trust. 


To a question from Zain Noorani, the Minister said, due date for inviting 

international tenders for the Chashmasnuclear power projects has been 

extended to Dec. 31, 1983. He said actual work on the project will start 

after signing of the contract with the successful bidder and necessary 

financing arranged. The project was estimated to take about seven years > 
to complete, he added. 


Speaking in the debate a woman member from Karachi Begum Isphahani praised 
the Minister for providing a huge development programme for the women, she 
however, expressed for apprehensions that the implementation of such a big 
d not be possible. [as published] She said due attention 
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programme woul 

uld be paid on providing educational and recreational facilities to our 
youth which she claimed had always been neglected, it was because of the 
lack of proper recreation and other facilities to the young people that 
cases of vandalism, hooliganism and terrorism were increasing. [as pub- 
lished] She said the youth of the country needed recreation and distraction 
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side by side with their work and studies. The open areas in the rural! 
ireas of the country, she suggested, be utilised as play grounds for the 
hildren. She emphasised on a sensible use of the country’s natural resour- 


ces r the development and the economic betterment of the people. 


Aehbubul Haq, Minister for Planning and Development speaking during the 
tion hour said the government intended to set up an agro-industries 
investment centre for the development of agro-industries in the country. 


fhe Minister maintained that a comprehensive strategy had also been laid 

wn in the Sixth Five- year Plan to this effect. A total allocation of 
Rs. 15,881 million has been provided for ago, small and rural industries in 
the plan. [as published 


Balanced Development: The Federal Minister for Food and Agriculture Vice 
Admiral! Mohammad Fazil Janjua told the Shoora that balanced development 


would be attained in all major crops and areas during the Sixth Five-Year 


* 
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[he Minister participating in a debate on the Sixth Plan said this scheme 
would cover all kinds of land whether Barani or irrigated. He said an 
integrated scheme would be launched to achieve at least five per cent 
levelopment in all the crops. The government keenly desired to improve the 

»1t of small farmers who would be fully rewarded for their hard work and 
issured that no arbitrary ejectment would be allowed. 


ter said the investment of zamindars would also be ensured ful] 


He saia ecial attention would be given to the agro-based industries and 
in attempt would be made to secure more than one crop from the land and 














SIX MORE MINISTERS IN NWFP CABINET 


Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 27 Oct 83 p 1 


[Text | 
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PESHAWAR, Oct. 26: Six 
more Ministers were sworn 
in today at the Governor’s 
House to bring the strength 
of the provincia] Cabinet to 1] 1. 

The NWEP Governor Lt. Gen. 
Fazie Hag administered the oath 
of offme to the new Ministers 

The Ministers, who wae sworn 
in today, are Zafar Ali Khan, for 
ma adviser to the provincia! Gover- 
nor, Dr. Khalid Reza, PB Sahib 
of Zakoomn Sharif, Nawabzada 
Azmat Ali Khan, Haq Nawaz Khan, 
Maj. Gen (Retd) Abdi Zahid and 
Nawab Ali 

Provincial Ministers, Judges of 
the hh court, councillors and 
hgh government offxials atten 
ded the swearing in ceremony 
at the Darbar Hall of the Governor's 
Ho use 

Later taking to newsmen the 
—_ Governor Lt. Gen Fazle 
fag saxd that portfolios of the 


Ministers will) be announced to 
morrow by the senior minister 
Arbab Jehangr Khan 

The Governor told a questioner 
that the Provincia! Counal would 
also be expanded within about 10 
days The next session of the Pro- 
vincial Council will be held 
towards the end of November and 
its duration would be about four 
days to enable the members to 
express, thex Opinions On various 


mattes of importance to the 
province. 
The session would be held in 


Peshawar, he added. 

CABINET MEETS: A brief 
Cabinet meeting was held today, 
after the induction of the new 
Ministers into the Provincia! Coun- 
cilof Ministers. 

The NWEP Governor, Lt. Gen 
Fave Haq pressed over the meet- 
ing, held at the Governoz’s House. 


APP 
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REMOVING MISUNDERSTANDINGS WITH USSR, 


PAKISTAN 


INDIA STRONGLY URGED 


Lahore VIEWPOINT in English 20 Oct 83 p 34 


[In the "Press Round-Up" column from an article by Juma Khan, AMAN, 
14 Oct] 


‘Text | 


IT 1S MY considered view that a coun- 
try § Military Weakness Never pMivitcs ils 
stronge: neighbours to commit aggression 
agains! it Had it not been possible for weak 
nations to survive, India of China migh! 
have gobbled up Nepal and the forme: 
would never have recalled its troops from 
Bangladesh and taken over Sri lanka after 
the recent pogrom of citivens of Indun 
origin there. Pakisfan would have annexed 
Afghanistan long ago, there would have 
been no Albania and a pro-American Gover- 
nment would have been installed in Cuba 
years ago or it might have become an 
American colony 

We have a very strong ermy We have no 
shortage of manpower but our economic 
condition does not permit us to fight ever 
a lumited war. On the other hand, we have 
India and the Soviet Union which are fa: 
stronge: than vs militarily. Their manpower 
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resources are sicher than ours and ther 
economies infinitely better 

The Russians and the Afghans have on 
several occasions charged at the United Na- 
tions that Pakistan trains the mujahideen 
and provides them with arms. We have 
contradicted these charges again and again 
Now the Indian Government has alleged 
that we are helping the Sikhistan movement 
in East Punjab. We have strongly dismis.ed 
this charge also but, in international rela- 
tions, contradictions alone do not settle 
complaints. We should send hizh-powered 
delegations to both thes countries to 
clarify our position and remove muisunder- 
standings so that mountains are not made 
of moiehills and we wcure ourselves against 
the dangers of war -brom an article by 
Jurna Khan, AMAN. Oct. 14 
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COUNTRY'S SECURITY NEEDS, RELATIONS WITH INDIA DISCUSSED 
GF132002 Karachi MASHRIQ in Urdu 3 Nov 83 p 3 
(Editorial: "Pakistan's Security Needs" |] 


[Text] Former Foreign Minister Agha Shahi formulated the principles that 
all countries should recognize the sovereignty of others on equal bases 
and that no country should try to impose its hegemony over another country 
or interfere in others internal affairs to improve cooperation among the 
South Asian countries. In this respect he said that India was the largest 
country in this region, its population was // percent of the total population 
of the region, its gross nation product equal to /8 percent of total gross 
national product of the countries of the region, and its area equal to /2 
percent of the total area of the region. Therefore, India should play an 
outstanding role in this region. But India, from the very beginning, has 
been involved in the mania of asserting its hegemony over this region and 
considers Pakistan the biggest obstacle in achieving this goal. 


[In contrast to this, Pakistan wants to have peaceful coexistence with [India 
based on equality. What could be more evident of its sincerity in this 
respect than the open-hearted offer of signing a nonaggression pact with 
India and its readiness to reach an agreement with [India on the question 

of reducing scms. But India turned down both of these proposals. While 

it has offer: ed Pakistan a friendship treaty which contains conditions harmful 
to Pakistan's independence. The difference between the policies of these 

two countries is apparent. Pakistan wants relations based on equality, 

while India wants all the smaller countries of the region to toe its line. 


Agha Shahi has also pointed out the obstacles which exist in establishing 
good relations between India and Pakistan. To begin with, India considers 
Pakistan as the biggest obstacle in its expansionist schemes. I[t is for 

this reason that relations betveen the two countries have remained strained 
fromthe very beginning. Moreover, [India is suffering from the mania of 
interfering in the internal affairs of other countries of the region and 
considers such intervention as its right. Thirdly, India's stand on some 
international problems, including that of Afghanistan, is an obstacle in 
improving the political atmosphere in this region. Pakistan, like a majority 


of world countries, considers the Soviet military presence in Afghanistan 
f 


as a serious threat to the future of the region, a 





4 


political solution of Afghanistan problem. But India considers the Soviet 
Union's military intervention in Afghanistan as the Soviet Union's right. 
India has two aims in this stand, on the one hand it wants to please the 
Soviet Union and on the other hand India itself has the intention of similar 


othe ste 


intervention in its neighboring countries. 


In the light of this analysis by Agha Shahi, one can conclude that Pakistan 

should strengthen itself to the utmost of its capabilities. A notable 

Partistani diplomat, Mr Sajjad Haider, has made a very shrewd remark in this 
t He said, "If you are weak, your bigger neighbors will consider 


it as their right to interfere in your internal affairs." It is for this 
reason that India continues to criticize Pakistan's efforts to strengthen 
its defenses, although the strength of India's armed forces is far greater 
I defense strength of the other six countries of South Asia. 
Because of this, Pakistan's continued existence rests on its internal unity 
trong defense. It should become an invincible country of the region. 
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PLANNING MINISTFR CRITICIZED FOR NOT CONSULTING LABOR LEADERS ON SIXTH PLAN 
Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 27 Oct 83 p 3 


[Text] Islamabad, Oct. 26: Begum Sabiha Shakil, taking part in the debate 
on the Sixth Five Year Plan, criticised the Minister for Planning and 
Development for not consulting the labour leaders on the next five year 
plan. 


She said that the worthy Minister had earlier said that he would bridge the 
zap between the rich and the poor and the +'an will be in the greater 
interest of the masses. But she regretted that the Minister did not make 
any attempt for consultations with the labour leaders who were according to 
her, the major component of the industrial growth and for the maintenance 
of its pace. She said that there are three things which are vital in the 
country economy including the man, material and machinery. But she pointed 
out that the Planning Minister had not bothered about the human aspect as 
far as is plan was concerned, she said that the Minister did consult the 
industrialists, agriculturists, traders, but the representatives of the 
labour have been totally ignored. [as published] She also complained that 
there is no provision for the Education of children of the poor workers and 
labours who have to roam about knocking doors of various educational 
institutions in the country for their admission. [as published] She 
lemanded that the education institutions nationalised by the previous regime, 
which were the property of the industrialists and were meant for the educa- 
tion of the workers, be denationzlised. 


She said that the Government is receiving Rs. 100 as cess money per labour 
from the industria'ists but that amount was not spent on the education of 
the workers children. [as published] No provision has also been made for 
he providing residential accommodation to the labourers and workers, she 


he said it appears that the workers’ class has been treated as third 
lass citizens of the country and as such no contact has been made with 
them and neither they enjoy those facilities which are enjoyed by the other 


regretted that although a Labour Standing Committee was set up on which 
she is also a member, but except two or three meetings, the body has 





remained ineffective. Similarly now it is said that the new labour 


will be formulated by the next elected government whereas as 


ing the past six years numerous promises had been made for the new 
labour policy.--PPI 
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WHENEVER Pakistan has entered 
what could be titled the Thank-you- 
America phase of its history, one 
witnesses the strange phenomenon 
of every tin-pot bureaucrat trying 
to burden Government's American 
friends with a vast variety of responsi- 
biliues 


Al sorts of chores, including menial 
ys that do not require high techno- 
zy and which could easily, with 3 
little diligence. be accomplished with- 
out alién experts or dollops of foreign 
exchange, are put on the agenda fo: 
US aid and assistance. The latest 
example of such xenomania is prov. 
ded by a Pakistan: organization having 
entered an agreement with 
Brinks Inc. — reputed to be America’s 
largest currency transportation firm 
- $o that new Pak-American 
can provide guarantees of 
transport to Pakistani: banks 
{ i proposed to set up a firm m 
which Brinks will hold 40 per cent 
shares and will make their technical 
uervices available, even providing the 
armoured cars needed to transport 
uirency from bank to bank under 
itionms of safety. The American 
is already reported to be opera- 
ting in 3% other countries, although 11s 
cars have sometimes been held up and 
red 


mts 
ee 


the 


Need for security 


that the secur 
In Operation in 
banks and other firms 
meecing t0 transport large sums of 
secure. It 1s also a 
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NCE ON AMERICAN KNOW HOW CRITICIZED 
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fact that, over recent years, the 
number of bank robberies — a few 
during the transportation of currency 
— has escalated. It is equally relevant 
that American firms have vast experi- 
ence. in dealing with this brand of 
crime, because since the Mafia entered 
the American world in a big way 
during the prohibition, organized Big 
Crime competes with the country’s 
big business in its turnover and the 
spread of its operations. Robbing 
banks is a4 common pastime, gene- 
rally for small-time crooks. 


Local problems 


However, the point to make is that 
the problems taced by the Pakistani 
banks are not of a nature that cannot 
be dealt with within the ambit of local 
resources. In Pakistan, perhaps the 
bigger bank robberies have taken place 
with the connivance of bank employ; 
ees, through togeries and other 
frauds. The more straightforward 
robberies are possible only because of 
gross inefficiency among the managers. 
who have either never received or 
tend to ignore the instructions given 
in respect of elementary security 
measures. The gunmen employed as 
chowkidars are usually superannuated 
and untrained and could well be 
regarded as evidence of the banks’ 
willingness to be robbed with a little 
earnest effort. These and related 
shortcomings are easily remediable 
Even armoured cars. if required, can 
be purchased or fabricated locally 
it might also be taken into considera- 
tion that after nationalization much of 
the proliferation of hank branches, in 
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the competition between State-owned 
banks bearing different names, has 
been totally unnecessary, thereby 
inviting an influx of under-trainea 
employees whose venture into banking 
was often accidenta] — and not always 
with honest intent. A little rationaliza- 
tion of the functioning of banks at 
different levels would certainly make 
it a simple operation to ensure tht 
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banks can function in safety and 
security. 

Pakistan should certainly take 
advantage Of forcign help where it 
is really required, but to do so - 
presumably because of the perks 
and side-kicks thus made available 

when indigenous arrangements or 
effort can suffice leads to a harmful 
expansion of needless dependence 
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LAHORE, Oct. 27 Kana Zafar- 
ula Khan, ating § President 
defunct Pakistan Democratic Party 
and a central leader of MRD, has 
said that general elections, if held 
on non party basis would serve no 
purpose and instead it would create 
4 sate of confusion in the country. 

These views were expressed by 
hyn at a Press conference here 
today 

He urged present Ziaul Hag to 
wleas al the politika leaders, 
jetenus and prisoners who have 
heen arrested without any reason 
lift ban on political parties and 
hold elections by march 1984. 
Keplyim to 4 question Rana 
Zafrullai Khan contradicted repor- 
ts of meetimg of the party chief, 
Nawabzada Nasrullah Khan with 
wy 4gowermnent emissary in the 
recent past He sad no such 
meeting had ever been held nor 
there was any chance of It. 

Condemnaimg incidents of bomb 
blasts in the city, he sas, neither it 
was oul programme to- resort) such 
actions. He said it was very surpris- 
img to note that no police person 


S NON-PARTY ELECTIONS WILL CREATE CONFUSION 
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was inured in the bomb biast at 
Bhati Gate. He also condemned 
police violence on peaceful workers 
at the Lahore Railway station last 
evening. 


The PDP Acting President said 
that he recently undertook a tour 
of troubled areas of Sind under 
instructions from the party Presé- 
dent and came to kuow that 
situation in some areas including 
Qazi Ahmad, Sakrand, Nawab 
Shah, Moro and Badin was very 
tense. He said people of Sind had 
great love for Pakistan and catego- 
really denied existence of any 
separatist movement there. He said 
jt was wrong to say that the Move- 
ment in Sind was the movement of 
PPP alone. This thinking, he said, 
was absolutely wrong because the 
Sind Awami Tehrik was actively 
engaged in the movement and it 
had a massive support. Other 
parties, he said, were also involved 
in it 

[Io another question Rana 
Zafarullah Khan said MRD does 
not believe in violence. 
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LAHORE, Oc 28 The AD 
Pakistan Federateon of Trade 
Unwons has given a stern warning to 
the authorities that o£ a positive 
decision on thet memorandum is 
mot taken in the next meeting of 
the Federal Cabinet, the Federation 
wil have no alternative except 
resort to token strike during which 
supply of power will be suspended 
throughout the country 

This was stated by Bashir 
Ahmad Bakhtiwr, Presidem of 
APFTL, at a Press conference at 
the Labour Hal here this morning. 

Giving details of his taks wih 
the Federal Finance Minista’ in 
Islameoad yesterday, the vetaan 
labour leader gid that the Minister 
gave patient hearing to the Federa- 
tons delegation, which included 
Khurstud Alunad and Mian Moham- 
riad Munir, and informed it that 
since 2 colosss! amount was 
requued to meet the demands, the 
government had mo resources to 
meet them He gid the Ministe 
also informed the delegation that 
as he had no power to take any 
deasmon on these demands it 
would be tabled before the Cabinet 
at Rs next meeting 

The APFIU President sax, “We 
wih was for decision on the 
demands put forward to the goverm 
am im case no attention was 
pfeid. the responsibizy of det 
acton by the workers would 
entwel, rest with the authorities” 

He saxd the labour movement 
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had two principles, frstly to make 
efforts for a peaceful settlement of 
the problems through a dilogue 
wih the concerned quartes in ao 
atmosphere of understanding and 
added that tiiis course had had no 
positive response. 

The othe course, he said, was 
resorting to strike which would 
have w be adopted, suspension 
of powe: supply throughout the 
country for a shortér period, so 
that general public may not face 
any problem However, national 
security, w nich was Of great impor- 
tance, would also be taken into 
account before adopting the 
second course. 

Referring to the problems faced 
by the salaried people in the wake 
of present price hike he described 
increase in salaries as very nominal 
adding that in Rs 440, being 
Starting salary of scale 1, mo house 
in be cities was available, what -o 
talk of other daily necessities of 
life 

He said the:minimum salary of a 
a worker be fixed at Rs 2,100, 
which was hardly sufficient to meet 
the bare necessities of life. 

He alleged that the interest of 
capitalists jagmdars and bDlack- 
marketeerswas very dear_to the 
government but m did nothing for 
the workers, which was against the 
pnnciples of Islamic euqality. He 
saki that the Federation would 
hold a protest meeting before 
resorting to the last measure. 
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ML LEADER SAYS TALKS WITH GOVERNMENT 'SHEER WASTE OF TIME’ 
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[Text | 
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PESHAWAR, Oct. 30: The Provin 
cial President of the defunct PML 
(Pagara Group), who was a member 
of the Pir’s team for the dialogue 
with the President, has said that 
the exercise has been a sheer waste 
of time as it was not likely to serve 
any useful purpose. 

Talking to newsmen here today 
he said that what he had been 
able to gather from these parleys 
was that the pr-sent government 
was not at all sincere in holding 
the elections on any ‘basis and 
it just wanted to gain tume through 
meeting this party and that. His 
party, he said, was vehemently 
opposed to the holding of elec- 
tions On nompriy basis because 
it believed that this could lead 
to terrible consequences. The situa 
tion, he suggested, demanded that 
the central high command of the 
Muslim League, instead of being a 
sient spectator to what was 
happening around should review its 
policy and take a bold and realis 
tic stand. The Muslim League, he 
claimed, has always been champion 
of democracy and as such should 
not compromise its principles. He 
feared that in case the party failed 


] 


to play its full and positive role 
im the present crisis the sufferer 
would not only be the party itself 
but the country also, 

The PML leader also accused 
the government of trying to break 
up the Muslim League. Otherwise, 
he pointed out, it would not have 
held meetings with those who had 
no political status and were just 
exploiting the Muslim League Babel 
He said that it was because of the 
ban on the political parties that 
unknown groups and individuals 
were also being entertained by the 
government while at the same time 
the regional slogans were also being 
heard from the smaller provinces. 
He also expressed surprise over 
what he described the indifferent 
attitude of the government 
over the situation in Sind. 

Mian Iqbal said that political 
parties and activities should be 
revived immediately to pave the 
way tor holding the general elec- 
tion under the 1973 Constitution 
by March next at the latest and 
whatever the mandate of the 
people it should be accepted in all 
tairness. The 197? Constitution, 
he added, is a m':st. 
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GHAFOOR URGES ALL PARTIES TO UNITE 
[Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 30 Oct 83 p 8 


[Text] Karachi, Oct. 29: Prof. Ghafoor Ahmed, Naib Amir of defunct Jamaat- 
e-Islami today appealed to all political parties to "unanimously make con- 
certed efforts for holding elections in the country by March 1984. 


"All the parties should end their differences and help create conditions 
for free, fair and impartial elections in the country so that power is 
transferred to the elected representatives of the people", he said while 
speaking in the "meet the Press" programme organised at the Karachi Press 
Club. 


The Jamaat leader said his party would never close its doors for talks. 


He said all parties should be allowed to contest elections including the 
defunct PPP. "We oppose elections on non-party basis”. 


He said the J.I. was not the only party which favoured elections on pro- 
portionate representations. The defunct PPP, JUI and PML also favoured 
this system of elections, he added. 


Replying to a question, Prof. Ghafoor said his party feels that the 1973 
Constitution should be implemented without any amendments, it should first 
‘ake all the political parties into confidence. 


old another questioner that autonomy given to the provinces in the 
Constitution was sufficient. But he regretted that the provinces were 
never given this autonomy by the PPP government which made "unilateral 
imendments in the constitution". 


He t 
73 


1% 
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he Jamaat-leader recalled that if the PPP had not insisted on making 
hanges on minor points during talks with PNA in July, 1977, there would 
have been no martial law in the country. He explained that PNA and PPP 
lelegations had nearly reached agreement on July 3, 1977 but the latter 
(PPP) insisted on making changes on minor points which delayed signing of 


tne avreement. 
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Replying to a question he said in spite of the excesses committed by the 
PPP during its five-year rule including violation of 1973 constitution "we 
are still prepared to talk to them. The PPP must publicly accept responsi- 
bility of excesses done during their rule and promise not to repeat the 
same in future. We should forget the past and think about the future”, he 
added.--PPI 
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PAKISTAN 


SIXTH PLAN UNDER CRITICISM IN SHOORA 
Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 30 Oct 83 pp l, 6 
[Article by Ashraf Hashmi] 


[Text] Islamabad, Oct. 29: The Majlis-e-Shoora today continued debate 

on the Sixth Five-Year Plan and a number of speakers suggested that the 
P 

plan be "more effective, realistic and practicable." 


Zain Noorani, a member from Karachi, described the plan as nothing short of 
poetry. He said it was the work of a dreamer who in the next five years 
wants to make Pakistan, a land where "manna” will flow from the heavens and 
no one will be lacking in human needs. He expressed apprehension that half 
way through the plan the country will have to give a second thought to it 
and the plan may be reduced from its present size and outlay. 


Emphasising that the allocation made in the private and public sector were 
impossible to meet, he said, the Sixth Five-Year plan of Rs. 490 billion was 
me hundred per cent larger than the Fifth Five-Year plan. It, he said, 
relied on two distinct pillars for its success, the public sector which is 
expected to finance 59 per cent and the private sector 41 per cent. He 
said he was not sure as to how the public sector would be able to meet the 
19 per cent of the finance without some sort of miracle as its performance 
so far did not warrant much confidence. Similarly about the performance 
private sector to the expectations of the planners did not look feasible 


1s according to him it was not prepared to accept the responsibility of 


syroviding the 41 per cent of the total outlay of the plan. He listed two 


reasons for it, the first relating to the steady devaluation of the rupee 
relation to the dollar according to which every new project will cost 34 


per cent more in its rupee investment. Secondly while the implementation 
the plan will depend on 7 per cent increase in the national budget 
innually, the private sector investment must rise by 1/7 per cent every 
sar. This, he said, could only be expected to materialise if a considerable 


tax relief is provide! to the private sector which he said wouid not be 
rtnhcoming. In vie f the situation, to expect from the private sector 
that it would be able to start off from 41 per cent and go up to 91 per 
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shed] Though, he added, it was an encouraging sign it should also 


red that the total outlay of the plan was 100 per cent more than 


one and thus in actual terms the country will be needing much 


yn assistance than that of what was being projected now. He 
situation where the main donor Western countries were confronted 


iifficult economic problems, the international lending agencies like 
ld Bank, the IMF and the UNDP were having serious budgetary constraints 


momic position of the OPEC nations was not healthy as one could 
1 the quantum of foreign aid required for financing the plan 


{be much difficult to obtain. [as published] 
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King about the foreign remittances, he said, the pious hope that these 
] 


rising by 10 per cent annually and reach 4.6 billion dollars in 


8 was over optimistic. He said the ‘gold rush’ is over as oil was no 
prime produce, the Gulf countries were reducing their development 


nd our labour force has started coming back. The full impact of 


said, will be visible in the next two years. He said even if these 


not true the amount of 4.6 billion dollars could not be expected 


ilable for the Sixth five-year plan as the 60 per cent of the total] 


were already being spent on consumer goods. 


5 | 


said out of the total allocation of Rs. 116.5 billion Rs. 53 billion 
e been reserved for increasing power generating capacity by 3800 MW to 


Roughly 83 per cent of the enhanced power capacity would be thermal 


the major portion of the planned expenditure. He said as the 


stations are run on oil the Minister concerned should also tell the 


to how much more foreign exchange would be required to import 


ional quantity of oil for these stations, and at what cost the 


be available to the consumers. 


‘ t C l Lic li ite imiementat 10n Ot Chasma NUC iear Pro on 8 t A ir Wi 1¢ } 
10minal amour »f g hillic ne allacated with the 4 nti 
nominal amount of Rs. 8 billion was allocated with the intention 


roject will be completed in the /th plan period. 


is: Earlier, the Interior Minister, Mr. Mahmood A. Haroon told 
that relief goods were duly distributed among the Afghan refugees. 


irnment tion sought to be moved by Hafiz Mohammad Taqi about 
f liquor to the foreigrers in the hotels was ruled out of order. 
er of Tourism, Arbab Niaz Mohammad told the House that the liquor 
non-Muslims under the 1977 Prohibition Act ind the liquor was 
the hotels by the foreign exchange earned oy them. 
stion hour, the Federal Minister for Water and Power, Raj 
, said that it had been proposed to increase to make it 6849 
the t ive-year plan 
i tri M lSterT, i j 4a khst S mr ; + tf t f 
rnment had sanctioned five units for pr rit 
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ISLAMABAD, Oct. 27: Continuing 
debate on Sixth Five Year Plan on 
fourth day today, member of 
MajliseShoora today appreciated 
allocation of largers funds to sma} 
ler provinces and hoped it would go 
a long way m rectifying neglect of 
the past 


Nine members including Mirus 
Petroleum and Natural Re 


sources Rao Farman Ali participat- 


ter 
= | 


ed in the debate. Chairman Map 
beeShoora Khwaja Mohammad 
Safdar presided 


Several members emphasised the 
need for effective steps to ensure 


full utilisation of funds allocat- 
ed in the plan 
Conflicting views were 


expressed on the question of land 
reforms. Those supporting land re 


forms said the previous reforms 
durmg 60s and 70s had hardly 
made any impact on 


soclo-economgic pattern of rural life. 
Mian Mohammad Shafi strongly 
advocating fresh package of land 
reforms said in the past the tenants 
received only three out of 1,000 
acres of land affected by reforms 
Mi. Nawaz Khan Marwat op 
posed any move for land reforms 
or Nationagusation of industry and 
suggested firm legal protection in 
this regard so that investors’ conf 
dence could be restored 
Maj. Gen. (Retd) Rac 


Al: Khan participating in the debate 
sai the plan laid particular empha 


F arrian 


sis Om the greater exploitation of 
al] energy resources to reduce pre- 
sure On ou and gas 

He said by the end of plan 
period gas production would be 
raised to 1331.97 million cubic 
feet and od to 20,833 barrels 
per day 48 agaimst existing 950 
million cubsc feet and 1400 to 
1500 barrels per day respectively 


in English 28 Oct 83 ppl, 8 


Dr. Abdul Khaliq underlined the 
need for improving working cond+ 
tions of teachers for effective rea 
lisation of pian targets in educa 
tion sector. 

Khare Px Mohammad demand- 
ed reduction in price of fertilizers 


and grant of subsidy in purchase 
of tractors. 

Others who spoke today includ- 
ed. Mushtaq Ahmed Qureshi, Ch. 
Nisar Ali Khan, Abdur Razak Raj 
wani and Mian Mohammad Akh 
tar 

Taking the floor, Dr. Abdul 
Khalid saul, government had assign 
ed top priority to the education 
sector but the goals could not be 
achieved till the teacher was given 
due status in the society. He regret- 
ted that a teacher who was a build- 
er of the nation was being ignored 
im the society. 

Khan Pir Mohammar Khan sug- 
gested that NWFP had adequate 
potentials for producing electricity 
and government should exploit 
thes resources. He said the goverrm 
ment should also encourage af- 
forestation to stop silting of Tar- 
bela Dam. 

Mir Nawaz Khan 
congtatulated Dr. Mahbubul Hag 
for preparmg an excellent de 
velopment plan for the country 
He said Baluchistan was ignored in 
the past 

He said there was no further 
yeed of mtroducing land reforms. 
He saxl the present government 
should promulgate laws declaring 
that neither further nationalisa 
tion of industry would take place 
nor any land reforms would be 
enforced. The step, he said, would 
restore confidence among the 
investors, industriziists and agricul 
turists for bringing more investment 

in these sectors 
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the prosecution  zercy the 
police from the pou — department 

This mformation was given to 
the Shoora by Mahmood A 
Haroon, Minister for Intersor during 
the “question hour” this morning. 
He said separation wil fist be 
imtroduced on trial basis in Islam 
abad and one in each district in the 
all the four provinces. He said “‘if 
it was proved successful, it would 
be extended to the rest of the cour 
try. The question was asxed by Mrs 
Ameena Ashraf. 

To a question from the same 
member, the Interior Minister 
intormed the House- that 42,724 
Afghan refugees have so far been 
shifted from NWFP to Punjab in 
isa Khel tehsil, district: 4ianwali 


No Afghan refugee had been 
shifted to the province of Sind. 
reply to a question from 
Maj. Gen. (Retd) Qamar Ali Maza, 
the Interior Minister denied that all 
foreign embassies in Islamabad have 
been provided with armed guards 

Answering question about 
murderers of Malik Shahzada Khan 
Halimzai, a former member of the 
Majlis, the Minister answered that 
the mvestigation of the case was 
in progress. Clues of some of the 
culprits, who belonged to Tribal 
Areas have been found, he added 


He further said that four 
suspects were arrested and handed 
over by the political agent, Khyber 
to the NWFP police. They were, 
however, subsequently found mno- 
cent and released, he added 

Answering a question from Mian 
Muhammad Naum-ur-Rehman, the 
Intermor Minister stated that inves 
twation in connection with the 
fr j ‘sam” mussile from the 
residence of Aftab Gul, Advocate 
was in progress and being conduct- 
ed by the Crime Branch Punjab, 
Lal APP 
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CALL FOR ALLOWING SHOORA MEMBERS TO FORM PARTY 


[Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 31 Oct 83 p 3 


[Text] Islamabad, Oct. 30: Aslam Khattak, a former Governor of the NWFP 
and member of Majlis-e-Shoora, has reiterated his demand that if the elec- 


tions in the country are to be held on party basis, the members of the 
Majlis-e-Shoora should be allowed to form a political party of their own as 
under the party system they would be stripped of any political status. 


Talking to newsmen informally in the Majlis cafeteria the NWFP leader was 
apprehensive about the political future of the F.C. member as according to 
his assessment no political party would accommodate them in any of the 


elanr ; no h lA an - 7 note 
cies ti iis neia on part / basis. 


[In a situation like this, he said, it was imperative that the Majlis member 
should forge a greater unity among their ranks and organise themselves into 
1 political party to contest the general election. He said he had already 
msulted a number of F.C. members and they all agreed to his proposal. 

He appealed to the government to accord permission to them and the F.C. 


Presidential Order may accordingly be amended. 


He also expressed the view that till the time of holding of general election 
ind establishment of a national parliament in the country the present 


Majlis-e-Shoora should be accorded the status of a full-fledged nationa! 


ante, Tas ’ 1 sel lL. mee 1 a e . A | 1 7 f ‘ ' 
issemply. It should have its leader of the House and should elect its own 
jpeaker. This, he added, would enhance the prestige of the House and make 
it more responsible 

‘* ‘ ‘ ' ‘ 1 ‘ ‘ | ita 1 ‘ 1 f : 
Without elaborating his views about the system of the elections, he said € 


had been contesting elections as an independent candidate for a number of 
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years and was always successful but he thought that contesting elections 

indenendent!iv was not nossib!? le the prevailing situatior Caiunding a 

independent waS not possidie under ne prevaliing Situation, pOUTG LT i 
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note of urgency the ex-provincial Governor called for immediate politi 

sfenos ft Jé the iT ylé i @ 
J SOLU A, rf 








PAKISTAN 


ICIAL TALKS ABOUT PLANS FOR EDUCATION IN BALUCHISTAN 
MUSLIM in English 31 Oct 83 p 6 


At setta et. 30 A total amount of Rs. 943.519 million will be spent 


, 
in Baluchistan in the education sector during the Sixth Plan Period 


ition, Rs. 308.41 [last digit illegible] or 37 percent 

r the primary education, while secondary education, with 
42.250 million) comes next. 

stated by Paluchistan Secretary for Education Syed Mazaffar Ali 
it a radio news conference broadcast on Friday night from the Quetta 


retary said that during the Sixth Plan Period, the total 
ional institutions would rise to 5,500, covering 
fil ‘es of sizeable population in the province. The pres- 
r inctioned primary schools, including mosque schools, has 
rown t 96 (2626 boys and 470 girls). 


retar id that 900 mosque schools would be opened during the 
‘riod. In addition, 300 boys and 200 separate girls primary schools, 
rban primar ls and 200 mohallah schools will be opened. 


lary education he said that a total amount of Rs. 67 

t in this sector. At present there are 353 middle and 

tring the period, 250 primary schools (200 of boys and 
‘rraded to middle standard, while 50 middle schools 
irls) would be raised to high standard. 


| ee ie ; - 
woys and 5 of girls) will be opened. The 


,»/0 3 1 rise to about 60,000 by 1988, he stated. 
, — penal ’ w college will } — TT. 
it] 1s concerned, no new colleze wlil De opened, 
. ; aed « : 7 naldsedieral arnand «ii 
° tne previous regime on poiiticai ground will 
- , 
, 
r Lic e rrovided to the mosque schools to improve the 
t f > ¢ institutions. 











[he Education Secretary further said that greater attention would be given 
to the quality of education. Under this policy, one model primary schoo 

would be opened in each district headquarter and one secondary model schoo! 
in each divistonal headquarter, where admission would be strictly on 
merit basis. [as published] Education would be free in these mode 
that the children of the poor could also draw their benefits. 


He agreed with a correspondent that the standard of education was dete- 
Friorating In spite of increased facilities. But he said all were to be 
blamed equally the parents, the teachers and the taught. 


The Education Secretary also referred to the scarcity of staff, especially 
sclence teachers, for which the government was seeking assistance of other 
provinces by offering greater concessions and ficilities. 

Replying to a question, the Education Secretary said greater efforts would 
ilso be made for the promotion of adult education in the province on the 
l\O-point programme given by President Ziaul Haq, on which an amount of Rs. 
42 million were to be spent in the country during the Plan period, in which 
10,000 centres are to be opened. fas published] 


He told correspondent that the present literacy percentage in the province 


stood at 6.2 as compared to 23.3 per cent for the whole country. It has 
improved by two per cent during the past five years, he said. 
He told another questioner that there were in al! 20 private educationa! 


institutions, including a college, in the province, and an amount of Rs. 5 
million is given to them as grant-in-aid. 


‘iving a resume of the Fifth Plan, he said a tota! amount of Rs. 260,13 
million was spent on education, and the target fized had been achieved. 964 
50 


new primary schools, including 500 mosque schools, were opened, and 


primary schools ahd been upgraded to middle standard. The number of students 


nave gone up from 1,47,000 to 1,79,000.--APP [as pub] ished | 
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PAKISTAN 


LEADER PRESENTS FORMULA TO RESOLVE CRISIS 
Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 31 Oct 83 p 8 
[Article by Ashraf Hashmi] 


[Text] Islamabad, Oct. 30: Sardar Abdul Oayyum, a former President of 
Azad Kashmir and a senior politician, has suggested a four-point formula 
for resolving what he described the serious political crisis confronting 
the country. He warned that if the prevailing political impasse was not 
broken immediately it would not only have serious repercussions for the 
Muslims living in occupied Kashmir but also to the entire Muslim world, 
which according to him, was worried about the future of Pakistan. 


Explaining his formula, Sardar Qayyum told a Press conference here this 
morning that it would not only provide the continuity, individual and 
collective safeguards, a stable political government but also pave the way 
for a peaceful and smooth transfer of power from the Martial Law to a 
civilian government. 


He said the process suggested by him would ensure the continuity of the 
administration, the retention of which was very important because any 
sudden change in the government will be disastrous for the country. It 
would also relieve the nation from the prevailing political suffocation and 
ultimately lead to a broader political understanding necessary for holding 
of free and fair elections and smooth transfer of power. He said the pre- 
vailing situation of uncertainty should not be allowed to continue on any 
pretext including that of enforcement of Islam, which he said was an evolu- 
tionary process and required at least half a century. A representative 
political government, he said, would be in a better position to enforce 
Islamic system in the country as it would have active participation of the 
people. 


Sardar Qayyum said there was no use of the talks going on between some 
political parties and the President as according to him it was nothing more 
than exchanging views. The political parleys in a serious atmosphere could 
only be held with what he said effective and major political parties, 
including the MRD. He said either one liked it or not it was a fact that 
the parties constituting the MRD were the effective political parties and 
without associating them no problem could be solved. He specially mentioned 


187 








the PPP in this connection and said the apprehensions that if that party 
came to power as a result of elections it would take revenge were without 
any substance. He said this was not the problem which party would come 

to power, the real problem was through what means a party came to power. 
Only free and fair elections in the country were the sole answer supervision 
of a new Chief Executive within a specified period it would be easy for 

the political parties to offer their cooperation for their success, [as 
published |} 


He said the situation demanded immediate action and one should not wait for 
a country-wide movement to start. If the agitation is subsided it should 
not be mistaken as a proof to the popularity of the regime. According to 
him, it was due to some other reasons. 


Sardar Oayyum opposed the idea of holding of elections on non-party basis 
and said such elections would be devoid of any representative character. 

He also opposed the contention that only registered parties should be 
allowed to contest the elections. He said it was meaningless to talk about 
the registered and non-registered parties in the changed situation, as any 
elections without the participation of MRD would not be elections in the 
real sense. 


Replying to a question he admitted that the bulk of our army wanted to keep 
aloof from politics. He said if his proposals were accepted he would will- 
ingly offer his services for their implementation. 
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PAKISTAN 


REGIME-POLITICIANS TALKS TERMED ‘DIALOGUE OF THE DEAF‘ 


Lahore VIEWPOINT in English 20 Oct 83 p 9 


[Article by Ayaz Amir] 


[Text ] 


THE JUP, the Pagara League, the 
Janvaat-i-Islami and Maulana Kausar 
Niazi's Progressive Peoples Party 
(whose writ extends no further than 
the spacious lawns of his two lar 
houses in Islamabad) will not be able 
10 plead innocent when the time for 
doing so arrives. They are engaged in 
a deadly serious game whose purpose 
is no less than to dupe the pe of 
this country. The JUI (Darkhwasti 
Group) for once since its split did 
the right thing and avoided harakiri. 
Maulana Obaidullah Anwar had to 
suffer a stroke in order to make this 
possible but if ever a ‘heart attack’ 
served a lofty purpose, this was the 
occasion. 


A prisoner 


I knew it before but the da 
Maulana Noorani, along with his h 
command, gave his Press interview 
after they had met the CMLA-Presi- 
dent, | saw if with my own eyes that 
the Maulana is a prisoner of his General 
Secretary os his General Council, for 
left to himself and his instincts he 
would pursue a different path. This 
was my impression when | saw the 
Maulana hemmed in by his colleagues 
on the sofa in Pir Barkat’s house, To 
every subtle disclaimer of his about 
any tangible progress in the talks, 
Maulana Abdus Sattar Niazi would 
interject with a ps per HY qualifi- 
cation while Li.Gen. (Retd.) K.M. 


Azhar, who looked a Trojan horse 


in that crowd, would weigh in with 
blunderbuss. Or it may well be t 
the Maulana, who has never been 
accused of being dull, is just putting 
on the cloak of a helpless martys, 

The Government, however, could 
have chosen nothing better to obscure 
the prospect and to confuse things 
generally than by solemnly initiating 
a process of talks with s more sub- 
limely irrelevant crew. And even to 
this crew it has not given anything 
more than si deserved. The JUP was 
merely told that there was and 
weight’ in their submissions (Maulans 
Niazi seemed quite h about this), 
but that the CMLA-President after 
talking to the other parties would 
make his announcement (whatever it 
signifies) some time in November. 

is was the most Gen, Zis conceded 
by way of consolation. 


He knows the ball gsme 


It must be said, however, that 
Maulana Sattas Niazi seems quite 
aware of the ball game. Ii was he 
who told the CMLA-President (this 
came out in the Press conference) 
that the military Government was 
like a ‘cold hell’ in which everythin 
was swallowed and quieily digested. 
The only person I um a? to 
take af his word is Gey, K.M. Azhar 
who looked as if he was chairing a 
meeting of the Pakistan Fdbdtball 
‘Federation. 











But for this month at least we 
seem to be in for an extended dia- 
logue of the deaf. After the Pir of 
Pagura will come the Jamaat-i-Islami, 
a formality in both cases, since both 
entities have been frequent guests 
at the COAS House. Maulana Kausar 
Niazi is also tipped to make a solemn 
entrance and 4 is the Khaksar chief, 
Khan Ashraf Khan, who has never 
had the pretext of a party behind him 
but somehow always makes it in times 
such as these. 

What will be gained at the end of 
this elaborate exercise is perhaps 
known only to s few people in quar- 
ters which matter. This much is 
certain that even the participants 
hope for nothing better than to buy 
time and to slow-poison the civil dis- 
obedience movement. Whether events 
actually happen in the way this draft 
solution foresees is another matter 
but st least this is the general game 


plan. 
Few signs 


A serious and sincere effort to 
resolve the crisis would require 8 
genuine dialogue but of that there 
are precious few signs. The MRD 
and the Government, the two principal 
factors in the present situation, are 
speaking on entirely differen! wave- 
lengths. The question has never been 
one of agreeing on a date for general 
elections for if that had been the 
only matter of dispute, it would have 
been settled with o bit of give-and- 
take. The differences are conceptual 
and philosophical. 

en the. MRD talks of elections 
it means general elections on the 


basis of one-man, one-vote. When the 
Government talks of elections, it has 
8 host of riders and disqualifications 
in mind, While the MRD refers to a 
peaceful trans‘er of power, the Govern- 
ment has ‘positive results’ in mind. 
The MRD’s Constitution of 1973 
is juxtaposed with the regime's 
Provisional Constitution Order, 1981. 
The two sides thus do not speak the 
same language. How then can negotia- 
tions between them take place? No 
wonder the. CMLA-President is talking 
1o a different set of people altogether. 


Blind man’s buff 


The only drawback in this blind- 
man’s buff is that it will do nothing 
to take care of’ the agitation. The 
Government propaganda machine 
has come round to accusing the M 
of obstructing the road to democracy 
(progress in the sense that the Govern- 
ment feels it worthwhile to talk Of 
democracy), but the fact that the 
present yawning chasm makes genuine 
negotiations impossible can be an 
invitation to further trouble for that 
will be the only way for the people to 
make themselves heard, , 


Since the Government has been 
unable to suppress the movement, the 
logjam can only be broken if the 
movement's pace picks up a bit of 
speed. It was a result of the MRD 
movement that the Government invi- 
ted Maulana Noorani and the others 
for talks. Unless the momentum of 
events increases (a sad thought, 
indeed) the Government is unlikely to 
bring itself round to the position that 
if it wishes to solve anything it must 
talk to the leadership of the nine-party 
alliance, ~ 
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PAKISTAN 


IDEOLOGY COUNCIL'S STAND ON WOMEN’S EVIDENCE DISCUSSED 


Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 27 Oct 83 p 4 


[Editorial by Miriam Habib: 
tions" |] 


[Text]  {t is interesting that for all 


the emotion generated over the 
draft Law of Evidence Ordin- 
ance 1982 proposed by the 
Council of Islamic Ideology the 
lay public and even the educa 
ted, while often taking violent 
positions one way or the other, 
have not truly grasped the 
issues Over which opinion has 
become 3 divided. 


Under Asticles 227 to 231 of 
the Constitution of Pakistan still 
in force all existing laws are to be 
brought into conformity with the 
yunctions of Islam. The Council 
of [slams Ideology constituted as 
an = advisory body, composed of 
suitably competent members repre 
senting various schools of thought 
whose credentials have been laid 
down im the Constitution among 
other functions, “to make reco 
mmendations as to the measures for 
bringing existing laws into conform- 
muty with the injuctions of Islam 
and the stages which wch 
— should be brought into 
effect” 


1980 ORDINANCE 


In the course of its onerous 
nsibilities the CI] has made 
public two draft ordinances which 
have pasticulasly distuthed wo 
men's otganisations which watch 
all developments within the 
country relating specifically to the 
legal and wcial status of women 
Uemories ase short but m early 
1981 a group of 19 women's 
organisations at a Karachi meeting 
made its views known after the 
publication of the Draft of 
Offences against the Human Body 


"Woman as Witness: 


(Enforcement of Oisas and Diyat) 
Ordinance 1990. 

Telegrams and memoranda 
were despatched to the President 
of Pakistan, the Chaisman of the 
CH, the Secretary Law Division and 
the Secretary Women’s Dwision. 
Statements also appeased im the 
press expressing concern over the 

provisions of the ordinan 

ce which it was felt makes women 
vulnerable. Strong protest was 
made against section 10 (b) of the 
draft which requises “it least two 
Muslim adult male witsesses” for 
proof of murder (qatht Amd). The 
provision «6 excludes women 48 
witnesses, thus expoung 

th men and women to grave 
danger ance testimony of women 
witnesses to murder would eh 


is tated of w 
baffling provison the memorandum 
based on the nimeteen or 
already seferted to, observes: 
anomalous to an astounding 
that lsabilities of females in matter 
of debts ishments and taxes 
should equal those of the male but 
im the matter of loss of “Nal? they 
should count for half of the male.” 


COMMENTS INVITED 


The above ate not the only 
anomolies which vem to have no 
justification in law the Cll elicits 
comment on its published drafts; 
however, under article 231 of the 
Consutution it makes its own 
rules of procedure A ently 
these do not allow for dialogue, 
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The Issues and Implica- 


non ate the mambers accesible to 
representatwes of concerned organt 
sations, the wiitary woman mem- 
ver ye nn willing 10 meet wo 
men’s gy 
The a Draft Law of Evidence 
Iidimance 1942 also brought dis 
nayed reaction and in this case the 
*ykistan Bas Council m an ¢ihaus 
(we feport poimied out anomolses 
ind discrimmatory features in the 
proposed law the os ae 
opo“s 10 wor enisting 
vidence Act of 1972 witha om 
jetely new document which mt 
view of the Cil is more ti confor 
mity with Islamic myunctions The 
neh oot heme say 
1p tly sug- 
gested only cleven amendments 
where the old vections ase found 
comuary 1 Isismic concepts. It is 
aw «noted that the CI] members 
qse not unanimous on the draft, 
fous of them havo my nema 
notes of Susent. fhe Bas Council 
feels that the CII has 
—. its mandate m 7. 
total repeal of the Evidence Act 
1972, and that this advisory body 
bert es focal” repugnant 
“ $ 
istam. fhe Pakistan Law mise 
ion had easier expressed a similar 
view, suggesting amendments in ten 
aio ay a 15 member lect 
committee of the MajlistShoora 
has also expressed the o that 
the Cll 414 not have the jurisdiction 
to frame new laws The Bas Council 
ogects to numerous proposals in 
the Cil draft as 


UNWORKABLE “ 
PROVISIONS 


Of imterest from the women’s 
pont of vew is the proposal that 
(wO WOMEN witnewes ae CQuir 
lent to one man. It 1s this approach 
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strange indzed, and found to be so 


> 


cakne ses 
—_ of which have been highlight- 
above. esenting a petition 
to the fosties ~ 9 the Lahore 
High Court in Februasy this year 
women who we wideawake to 


serve Pakistan as self-respecting 
citizens of a state m which they ase 
equal in a coust of law 

WOMEN QAZIS 


The sigid and unjustified inter- 
pretation of a single muchquoted 
Quratuc verse to equate two women 
with one man in all situations is 
hasdly selationaL To modify this 
by admitting 2 woman witness 
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at the Oazi's disctetion is also dis 
ctisninatory. © 

“And get two witnesses out of 
yous own men, and if there ase not 
two men, then 4a man and two 
women...... "(282-283 Sura Il) 

This verse relates only to 
witnesses for tecording transac 
tions, it does not sefer to the 
weight of the evidence either. There 
is im fact a sizeable body of histor+ 
cal evidence and modern case law 
where the validity of one Muslisn 
woman as witness has been accep 


ted ya-= . As recently as 
1982 she Federal Shasiat Court has 
upheld the eligibility of women for 


service as Qazis, from which it may 
be concluded that 4 woman imay 
also give evidence in hes own right. 
The same court has also ruled that 
there is no teason why a woman's 
evidence should not be admissible 
for cases within its jurisdiction. 

It is unseemly for the communi 
ty of Muslims to indulge in mutual 
name cajling of casting asperisons on 
each others integrity, fas better to 
exercise the God given intellect and 
follow the path of consultation to 
asfive at a satisfactory consensus 
A defective law is fraught with 
gave consequences for a weiety 
and will not be easy to undo. 
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RELEASE OF LEADER DEMANDED 
Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 27 Oct 83 p 6 


[Text] Jocobabad, Oct. 26: A meeting of the Central Organising Committee 

of the Sind Mazdoor Tehrik (SMT) was held recently under the chairmanship 
Central President Abdullah Jakhro. The meeting reviewed prevailing situation 
in the country, international situation and organisational matters, 


The leaders participating the meeting expressed their concern on the state 
of affairs particularly in Sind, 


The SMT meeting made it clear that 1t was supporting the people's struggle 
in a big way. Dozens of its members had courted arrest including its three 
central leaders, Saif Ullah Bhargari, Ghulam Mohammad Qureshi and Sahab 
Khan Khoso, 


The meeting also demanded that over 500 workers who had been dismissed 

from their services in the Agricultural Workshop be immediately reinstated 
and action against the Director Agriculture taken, It also demanded that 
the decision to idea to put Minto Dero Sugar Mills, Shahdadkot Textile 

Mills in the private sector should be dropped. [as published] It said 

that employment on the basis of favouritism in various sugar mills and 
railway, telegraph workshops should be stopped. It called upon the authori- 
ties to allow workers their trade union activities and withdraw cases 
against them and put an end to the revengeful attitude, 


[t also urged that the government should stop taking severe action against 
the lawyers’ community instead their problems should be solved. [as pub- 
Lished | 


The meeting demanded the release of all political prisoners including Rasul 
Bakhsh Paleejo and holding of elections under the 1973 Constitution,--P.R 
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BBC DEFENDS COVERAGE ON PAKISTAN 


[Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 27 Oct 83 p 8 


[Article by Sikander Hayat] 


[Text] 
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ISLAMABAD, Oct. 26: The 
British Broadcasting Corpora 
tion Urdu service ys an 
audience of 10 wm in 
Pakistan, the network’s Exter- 
nal Services chief Douglas 
M idge wid hae today, 
and hoped that would keep 
growing. He was addressing a 

ess conference at the resi 
dence of the BBC local repre- 
semt ative, lan Hoare. 

When atked that there may 


not be that many tad sets in 
Pakistan we that now radio is 
a one-listenessource, he replied that 
the findings were the result of a 
survey conducted by a Pakistan 
marketing tesearch outfh. And, 
that the research based its concly 
sion on the assumption that there 
ate 3.5 of 4 listeners to one radio 


“e ton xplained that 
ft. a e t 

he was here to n and listen’, 
The BBC reporting, he said -might 
not have been et, a6 Mon of 
the journalism is, but “it succeeds 


most of the time’. He also defend- 
ed the BBC focusing only on 
disturbances with a reply “that’s 
not our ae but moves anme 
9 ogee hough its not t 
just#ication’. For rfiectivn of the 
democratic process the BBC was 
also biamed at home, he added. 

Mr. Muggeidge, on his own, 
said that the Corporation chas man, 
Stuart Young, is a Jew, but is 
“an extremely person with 
‘ reputation of ially”. Under 
the Charter of the Corporation 
which was given by the Brith 


Patiament the chasman had ww 
inftuence over the coverage which, 
he said, was expected to he always 


0 €. 

He described his meeting with 
the Feda:! Information Secretary, 
lt. Gen ur Rehan, 4 
“very imeresting’. The Pakistan 
Governmem was obvioutly wr 
carines over the BBC coverage, but 
there was mo disagreemem with 
the BBC, he said. 


In reply to a question the BAC 
Official wid tha his Corporation 
had no intention to start 4 Sindhi 
service “because we don't have 
money”. He aio explained how the 


extermai vwivies ate) fufod 
thro 4 gantinai and seguir 
ted, only to the extent of 


starting a new service and its dura- 
tion, by the British foreign Office 
fing is brief ay in Islam 
abzd Douglas Muggeridge aiw heid 
dixumion with the Pakistan 
Brosdcading and Pakistan [elevs 
ston officmls, where the Pushto 
service of the BBC figured prom 


The BBC office) sdmed the 
way the Pakistan Government was 


handling the Afghan ~ prob 
lem. He had ju been from 
Peshawar where he visted wme 
wounded as 1a in 4 
hospital, and desc it a6 4 
. experience’ 


In Peshawar he and his wife, 
who is a half Pakistani, viehed ha 
brother's gave who was 4 pilot in 
Royal Pakistan Alt Porce and had 
died ina mid-aé crash in 1949, 

Mi. -Muggeridge was hee in 
Isiarnatad at the end of 4 four 
wee visit of Asia He returns tome 
tomorrow 
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RISE IN INDUSTRIAL UNITS 


INVESTMENT REPORTED 


Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 27 Oct 83 p 8 


[Text] 
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KARACHS Oct 26. Private inven 
ment in large sed industrial pro 
jects has picked up wh during 
1983 comnpgsed to 1982, it was 
learnt here today 


PICIC which finances big pro 
jects has eanctioned loans amount 
mg to Rs 510 million w fa this 
yeast. Its total lending to induarid 
pigects amounted to Ke 350 

mm tor the whole of 1942. 
4 informed wnitces said PICIC is 
aw proceving apNcations 

owing loam of about Ks 150 


i" 
to 200) million Paperts believe that 
PICK” may end curtent caer 


dat year with loan commitments of 
- twie that of last year. 

et t a feature 
Af "| stwities is that it has 
peen able to induce spomots to 
take up engineering and chemca 
prints that have mmens poten 
tals in the domestic market. Pro 
ects wanctioned thhow the PICIC 


has succeeded mm its efforts 
PICIC 


Awnate 
for iswestment the Aw the 
ned its terms and conditions for 
loans to 


Fong Aaa 
ment. For y ot dpbhe 
tatio fon mak ‘——_ 
for financing Changed 
from 1:40 w 10:%. Boskdes, 
PICKC has eo Coniel to Dae 
its option to comert a past of 


into equity of 4 bortowing 
ah finances for 
balancing mode ion and sepla 
cement 


The option would, however 
continue in the case of new comp- 
anes 

Informed wrurces said PICIC has 
dw wcceeded in raiding the level 
A weoomery of catdanding loans 
~ p.-) profits this yeas compared 
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RAILWAYS TO SURVEY PROJECT ABANDONED BY U.S. FIRM 


Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 28 Oct 83 p 8 
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PAKISTAN 


DIALOGUE WITH POLITICIANS TERMED ‘DEAD END’ 


Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 29 Oct 83 p 4 


(Editorial by Khalid Akhtar: “Is Dialogue at a Dead End?"] 





[Text] fhe President's speech in the 


Majlis on Oct. 22 was impor- 
tant in more than one way. It 
did not spel) out the govern 
ment’s position on the political 
issues confronting the country. 
But it certainly illustrated 
without any ambiguity the 
regime’s deep commitment to 
the solution it has envisaged 


for the country’s problems. 

The President ssked the Majlis 
to reconsider fis fF fon 
for holding of polls on pasty basis 
He again renested that m Islam 
thee was no concept of party 
sysaem. He wants that at least fax 
polls should be held on nomparty 
basis and if the patteasn has to be 
reversed it could be done in the 
next polls Referring to the Cons+ 
tui na} amendments, the Presidem 
said that when there was consensus 
cn this (according to government's 
version, the PNA had asked for 
these changes) why should he not 
move ahead to semove the 
anomalies once felt 

What we need is a2 permanent 
and durabie astangement. We 
cannot afford a crisis after every 
four or five years We should not 
amend the constitution to suit 
4 particular sfuation Any such 
change should ensure the long- 
term interest of the country. 

There was aiso enough to gather 
from the President's speech that 
the government-politician dialogue 
has hardly made any headway. 
Much has happened since July, S$, 
1977 and it wil) not be easy for the 
government to pull back the wheel 
of history witha single jerk back io 
the position where it Mood. six 
years ago. These may be hazards in 
any such eventuality but sticking 
to the present course may prove 


even more dangaous. 

Nor have the politicians shown 
any imism that negotiations 
with the government could result 
in a breakthsough Even the 
Jamast+istami. which 2! one 
stage thought that an accord with 


the government was le. 
now remains i over 
the outcome of these paticys 


Prof. Ghafoor Ahmad, the party's 
Nai Amis, has shown as much 
dejection at the existing state of 
afiazs as any other lesda in the 
country. He has the 
desise and willingness to contact 
the MRD leaders to forge a brosda 
consensus On national issues Any 
contact between the MRD and a 
Jamaat leader will appears to be a 
strange development but when 
political issues are confused beyond 
any comprehension, unforeseen 
things do Mian Tufail 
Sinmcan conta 
the $ gover 
remained ‘unusually quiet. Pashaps 
he does not have much to sy. 
The Jamast-government dislogue 
has not turned out to be 2 
‘family affais’, as was thought by 
many. The Jamaat is now faced 
with making some hard decisions. 


It # cannot the present 
regime, i will not find it easy 
to support it either. 


The gredicamem of Maulana 
Shah Ahmad Noorani is even 
gpeater. He has ruled out the posi 
bility of further: talks with the 
government. His ideological 
differences with some of the leftist 
parties in the MRD have prevented 
him from taking active part in the 
movement The medistor’s tole has 
offered him a way out and als 
provided the government an oppor- 
tunity to find = negotiated settle 
ment of the crisis But the move 
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now appears 10 have fizzied out He 
must now jook to something ele 
He has kept the option of ‘direct 
action’ open. A few days back. the 
Maulana gid in Lahore that JUP- 
JUS (Daskhwasti group) had held 
a dialogue and that the ktter has 
Mpported the forma’s programme 
fos diect action for the restorati n 
of democracy. What course ihe 
Maulana adopts in days to cop 
will have a sgnificam if not decisive 
bearing on the future events in the 
country. 
Gen Arifs taks with Ag 
Massha} Asghar Khan have ale not 
to esse the. crisis. The 
Abbottabad dialogue probably did 
not provide enough incentive to the 
government to initete similar 
mettings with otha detained 
leadexs It cowd be mid that the 
Government has completed its 
Gialogue with the parties it wanted 
to sit on the tabie with But talking 
to newamnen recently, President Zz 
staid that it would take at least one 
momth more for the government to 
complete its talks with the politi 
cans. Whom would the President 
meet during tis period? Would 
he meet some cf the MRD 
eadexs, which at the moment seems 
most unlikely, or would there be 
a second round with the leaders he 
has alseady met and to which 
Maulama Nootani doesnot agree’ 
Apparently, the dislogue has 
teached a dead end and it cannot 
be carried forward unless there is 
a major shift im the stand of the 
government and politicians This 
st the moment seems highly 
improbable. But 
cannot be left as it is The Presi 
dent's Aug 12 progamme did not 
prove to be a solution Would his 
next announcement (approximately 
after a month from now) provide 
the basis for a compromise between 














the government and the leaders’ 
This temamsa2 big question mask. 

Meanwhile the situation m Sind 
has smewhat cased. Bult t wil 
take quite s long time to heal the 
wounds caused by the volence 
there. Alseady some of the leaders 
from this province have become 
despasate. Abdul Hafeez Przada, 
never an exvemust, has completely 
changed colour! during the last few 
months Similas may be the case 
with many othes. This is the price 
we have paid for the feeling of 
deptivation But more agonising is 
the fact that i is not for the fox 
time that we have turned patriots 
into disgruntied elements 
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In the othe: three provinces 
by and large, uneasy calm continues 
to prevail But there remain 
apptehensions that this situation 
coulé detewrate. The bwyers’ 
prote: has gained momentum. 
The workers ase also saising thez 
voice. Only iss Wednesday they 
put ep 2 stsong show in Lahore. A 
few days eather two people were 
killed in a ciash in Quetta. These 
may sppeas isisted incidents cf 
violeace but in a highly inflamm- 
able situation they could couse 
trouble any time. 

Mose alarming for us are the 
foreign factors There have beer. 


t $s that the UN. di on 
Ras tows te Vino ed 
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ané Mr. Cordovez has asked to be 
releved of his responsibilities And 
with the U.S.-USSR relations not 
in thes very best state, this is likely 
to g@use more tension on our 
westen borda. Then thee isIndz 
whick seeks . domimation and 
hegemony is this region It has 
alseady moved to exploit the Sind 
situation to its advantage. The 
holding of Sindhi Sammelan (con 
ferenceyundea: the Indian Govern- 
ment tomage and speeches 
delivesed therain gwe an idea as 
to whst extent Indian inta- 
vention could go. We cannot indeed 
si of a simmeaeing cisis indefi- 


nitely. 
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JAPANESE INVESTORS’ TEAM ARRIVES 
Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 29 Oct 83 p l 


[Text] Karachi, Oct. 28: A 24-member Japanese private investors’ mission, 
arrived here tonight on a week-long visit to what was described by the 
mission's leader, Shohei Kurihara, Adviser to the Ministry of International 
Trade and Industry, to explore avenues of common interest for investment 
and joint ventures. 


On arrival here the mission was received, among others, by the Federal 
Industries Secretary Iqbal Saeed. 


Talking to newsmen Shohei Kurihara said that the purpose of the mission was 
to survey general circumstances and environment in term of investment. 


To a question, he said, the mission do not have any specific project to 
discuss. [as published] However the members of the mission cover various 
kinds of industries, besides manufacturing, trading, banking and construc- 
tion fields. 


He said that Japanese investors had keen interest in making investments in 
Pakistan and would seek the possibilities in this regard. 


The mission is visiting Pakistan in response to an invitation from Presi- 
dent Ziaul Haq, to Japanese industrialists which he had extended through 
the Prime Minister of Japan during his visit to that country. 


During their two-day stay in Karachi, the mission will hold discussions with 
the leading entrepreneurs, Governor of State Bank, Chairman Pakistan Banking 
Council besides having a meeting with the leading industrialists to be 
presided over by the Federal Industries Secretary, Iqbal Saeed. 


The mission is scheduled to call on Governor of Sind, Lt. Gen. S. M. Abbasi, 
tomorrow in the evening. 


The mission will split into two groups, one going to the Export Processing 
Zone, Port Oasim Authority and Pakistan Machine Tool Factory. The other 
group will visit the Karachi Port Trust, Sind Engineering, a public sector 
corporation, and Hoescht, a leading pharmaceutical concern. 
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The mission will also have meetings with the officials of the investment/ 
financial institutions like Pakistan Banking Council, IDBP, PICIC, Bankers 
Equity, ICP, and NDFC under the chairmanship of M. R. Khan. 


The mission will leave for Islamabad on Oct. 31.--APP 
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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT: 


REGIONAL DISPARITIES DISCUSSED 


Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 30 Oct 83 p 4 


{Editorial by Dr Ijaz Nabi: 


[Text] 


For a long time there has 
been litth public debate in 
Pakistan regarding the regsonal 
patterns of economic develop- 
ment. This is particularly strik- 
ng in view of the recent events 
in Pakistan's politics which 
underline the urgency for con 
ducting such a debate. Fortu- 
nately, sufficsent statistical 
data ase now available to con- 


duct a meaningful discussion of - 


the issues involved. This article 
surveys the findings of studies 
recently undertaken and 
attempts to identify the salient 


features of the debate. 

isons at the district level 
ase useful for commenting on the 
selatwe development of different 
tegions (Provinces) To do mw a 
comprehenswe index of develop 
ment (seflecting factors mich as 
income and wealth, agricultural and 
industria) development, housing, 
education, health, transport and 


communkation and, 1 tantly, 
sexual equalty) is fied in a 
gudy by Hafa Pa and Tariq 


Hasan for the Applied Economics 
Reseasch Centre, Kasachi The tan 
kag Of districts based on the values 
of this index reveals a telling pat- 
tern and is teported in Table | 
Karachi, Lahore, Rawalpindi/I ds 
mabad, Quetta, Peshawar anc 
Hyderabad ase the most developed 
distsicts which shows that popula 
tons concentrated in lasge cities 
have benefned mos from develop 
ment policies in all four provinces. 
it is worth notimg that most 


Purgabi districts ase at the inter- 
medinte stage of development while 





"Regional Disparities”] 


none of the Baluchistan districts 
have seached even this stage. The 
vast majority of Baluchistan 
districts ate concentrated amongst 
the least developed distsxis. In 
both Sind and NW.ELP. most dis 
tricts fall in the least developed 
category. 


Districts - comprise of people 
and the sanking of districts should 
be tsandated into the percentage 
share of population of each pro- 
vince benefiting from development. 
Thus the highest concentration of 
yy developed districts is 

to amd Sind (42% each) 
N.W.F.P. accounts for 12% and 
Baluchistan less than 47% of the 
total tion. Punjabis, over- 
wheimingly, lie at the intermediate 
stage of dev while Sindhis, 
Pathans and Baluchis are dispro- 
Os bert ed tepresented in 

istan's population living in the 
feast developed districts. 

Most Pakistanis, however, live in 
rusal aseas The urtbsn conglomo- 
sates secewe a disproportionate 
share of tesources and ae not 
truely representate of trends in 
the provinces where they ase 
located. For instance, it may be 

(along the lines of GM. 
Syed’s afgument reported in the 
Muslim's Sind Diary of October 3) 
that Kasachi and Hyderabad 
districts ase highly urbanized where 
more than the population 
consists of new § (1947 
refugees from India) and thus stand 
apast from the rest of Sind. Such 
asguments underline the need to? 
make comparisons which emphasize 
rural indicators of development. To 
do w I reproduce the somewhat 
alasming ‘emits of a paper by 
Mahmood Hawn Khan and 
Mahmood igbal published in the 
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prestigious ‘Pakistan Devchapment 
Review’. 22 indicators of rural 
development ase considered in the 
study consisting of both direct in 
puts 17 grees (such as mrt * 
tion 4, tractors and tu 
‘ells and others that affect the 
general quality of rural life (asch as 
roads, post offices, health facilities 
and access to governmeni services). 


The composite effect of these 
indicators is captured by an index 
which enables the ranking of 
districts reported in Table 2. The 
sesults remiforce the regults of Table 


1, Overwhelmingly, it is the Punjab 
districts that ase the most develop 
ed. N.W.F.P districts are either at 
the intermediate stage or fall in the 
least developed category while most 
Sindhi and all Baluchi rural areas are 
the least developed in the country. 


It is important to know whether 
the pattern of economic develop 
ined = in renee has 

oving the regional 
allocation of resources ove” time. 
To comment on this the ‘tanking 
of districts based on Pasha and 
Hamn’s study (reflecting trends in 
late 1970's) may be compared with 
the nm seported in an easlier 
study by Helbock and Nagavi (ref- 
lecting the development pattern in 
the 1960's). The results of this com- 
parison are reported in Table 3. In 
all provinces the number of districts 
that have improved them ranking is 
almost matched by other districts 
that have moved down in the rank- 


ing. 


Importantly, the most develop- 
ed districts have retained their ran 
kings over the period under cons+ 
detation. Thus the available evid- 
ence does not suggest that regional 





Table 1: Ranking of Districts by Provinces according to 
Overall Development Criteria 


Coe Punjab Sind NWEP Balu. 
chistan 

Most developed 2 2 J J 

Intermediate 11 4 2 

Least developed 6 5 3 9 


Table 2: Ranking of Districts of Provinces According to 
Rural Development Criteria. 


-——_——— ee ne ee ee ee eee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee 


Punjab Sind NWFP Balu- 


chistan 
Most developed 12 
Intermediate g J 5 
Least developed 12 2 y 


SE EY ee EE a le lls tl ls ll lh il le ll tl a 


Punjab Sind NWEP Balu. 


chistan 
Improved 7 5 ? 5 
Deteriorated 4 3 a 5 
Unchanged 4 3 I 
Table 5: Land Holding and Cultivation Patterns by 
Provinces 
Punjab Sind NWFP Balu- 
chistan 
Percentage of farm 
area cultivated by 
farms of over 150 
acres 6 8 14 32 
Percentage of area 
cultivated by 
tenants. 26 50 22 17 
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CSO: 


income disparities have been remo- 
ved over time. 


An important feature of Pakio 
tan’s economy since the mide1970's 
has been the phenomenal growth in 
overseas migtation particularly to 
the Middle East oi] rich economies. 
Recent estisnates show that neasly 
2 million Pakistanis working in the 
Middle East remit over 3 billion 
dollars annually. The dependents of 
migrants have of course gained 
enormously but the remittances ase 
a mixed blessing for the country as 
a whole. An important reason being 
that the dependents of overseas 
migsants are concentrated primarily 
in the Punjab province. (Nearly 
10% of the migrant dependents 
belong to Punjab, 14% to Sind, 12% 
to NWFP. and ry! 4% to 
Baluchistan). Thus it is feared that 
regional income disparties may have 
worsened sharply in the recent past. 


This implies that the actual pattern 
of regional inequalities may be even 
more disturbing than those 
reported in the two studies above. 


The boom-town effect of the 
“min+baras”’ all over urban Punjab 
must be demoralising for those 
belonging to regions not sharing in 
the bonanza. 

The process of development is 
very complex and it is difficul! to 
ensure even development across al) 
individuals of across different 
regions. However, what makes the 
pattern of development in Pakistan 
particularly disturbing is that 
regional inequalities are obvious, 
and are easily perceived and 
articulated by those who | to 
the less developed regions. This 
sense of depravity can form the 
core of a political movement when 
the situction is ripe. This happened 
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in Baluchistan in the mid-70's and 
is currently being experienced in 
Sind (Need we remind ourselves of 
ast Pakistan in the late 1960's?) 

It may be argued that the sense 
of economic depravity need not al- 
ways get translated into political 
action unless strong bonds exist 
between the individuals claiming to 
be spokesmen for the tegion and 
thes followers. In the context of 
recent disturbances in rural Sind » 
view has been taken that the leaders 
are ‘waderas’ who force thes 
tenants, bound to them through 
intricate, exploitative tenancy com 
tracts, to agitate against the state. 
The pattern of landholdings and its 
cultivation reported in Table 4 
shows that the incidence of tenancy 
is high in Sind and landowner ship is 
concentrated. Also, the nature of 
tenancy contracts is such that 
‘Waderas’ have considerable hold 
over their tenants. However, it is 
very doubtful that ‘waderas’ use 
this hold to incite tenants against 
state authority on which they 
depend for the protection of thei 
ownership rights in land. The state 
could easily defeat the ‘waderas’ by 
collud with the tenants tu 
mCccess ly implement land 
reforms selected fegions of 
against selected ‘waderas’ (The 
weakness of ‘the’ ‘argument that 
‘waderas’ ase inciting tenants comes 
across clearly in The Muslim's Sind 
Duty of 5 October where it is 
argued that the leadership of the 
movement rests with Sind Awami 
Tehrk which cases little for the 
old guard, represented by G.M. 
Syed, because of its alliance with 
the ‘waderas’). 


Let us be cynical and assume for 
a moment that it is the ‘waderas’ 
who are inciting tenants to agitate 
in Sind and that the State is unable 
to implement land reforms to cut 
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the ‘waderas’ down to size, The 
most effective way of seduci 
‘wadera’ power over tenants in suc 
circumstances is tu ~=— provide the 
latter with greater and better 
employment or outside 
the ‘wadera’ farms. This will en- 
sure that @ tenant unwilling to bea 
tool of the ‘wadera’ can easily walk 
out of the exploitatwe tenancy 
contract, (This is important in ex- 
plaining why tenants in Punjab and 
the N.W.1.P., where off farm emp- 
loyment opportunities ase greater 
ase less exploited than in § and 
Baluchistan). This takes us right 
back to the question of regional 
resource allocation since that will 
determine the available employ; 
ment opportunities in rural areas. 

Decisions regarding regional re- 
wurce allocation in our country are 
made by planners based in dame 
bad. Belatedly but mercifully (and 
one suspects that at the insistence 
of donor countries) they are 
responding to the development 
needs of Baluchistan. Must there 
be a similar lag and worsening of 
economic conditions in rural Sind 
before we wake up to the sense of 
economic ir tly A there? The 
section in the 6th Plan that deals 
with issues of income (distsibu- 
tion?) and employment makes no 
reference at all either to personal of 
regional income distribution. It is as 
though our planners today only 
partially remember the ‘sins of 
cont about which much chest- 

eating took place in the 70's 

Perhaps the lucanae in planner’s 
perceptions are best filled when 
they ase made accountable to popu- 
lar, elected, representatives of the 
less developed regions. Seen in this 
light the political events in Sind 
take on a different, more vom 
structive, Meaning, 

















PAKISTAN 


PLEA FOR SINGHI LEADER IN JAIL 
Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 28 Oct 83 p 4 
(Editorial: "Paleejo Deserves Consideration" ] 


[Text] Rasul Bux Paleejo, the Sindhi leader now in his earlier sixties, 
and in a precarious state of health, is left to languish in the Kot Lakhpat 
Jail in Lahore. Paleejo was incarcerated for a couple of years even during 
the PPP regime, but he 1s older now and stricken with an ailment which 
calls for urgent medical treatment and proper nursing. A prison house is 
not the place for any man in his predicament. Political dissent is not a 
crime anywhere in the world except in totalitarian countries, and Pakistan 
mercifully is not one such state. 


Rasul Bux Paleejo, has been a "State Guest" at Kot Lakhpat Jail, for the 
last 4 years and his detention has nothing to do with the current MRD 
agitation. In any case, we would hope that non-conformism with the views of 
powers that be does not deserve prolonged periods of detention. Paleejo 

is sick, He needs sympathy and not the wrath of Authority. We earnestly 
hope that the government would act with kindness and show him the considera- 
tion he richly deserves. Given the recent context of negotiations between 
the government and various political leaders to resolve the existing crisis, 
the release on humanitarian grounds of an eminent Sindhi man of letters 

will certainly go a long way in clearing the air. 


It will be a welcome and timely gesture of goodwill, which should earn the 
Government some pluses in the current situation. 


CSO: 4600/116 
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PAKISTAN 


BRIEFS 


GHAFFAR KHAN'S MEDICAL TREATMENT--Peshawar, Oct. 30: The veteran Khudai 
Khidmatgar Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan who had sought government's permission 
to go to Kabul for treatment is reported to have changed his mind and 
informed the authorities that he would like to be treated here. The Khan 
who is under detention and is currently in the Lady Reading Hospital here 
had reportedly been advised that in order to get the best treatment he 
should go to Austria or Switzerland instead of Kabul. He however declined 
the suggestion and also turned down U.K. and America. [Text] [Islamabad 
THE MUSLIM in English 31 Oct 83 p 1] 


CALL TO REMOVE PHOTOS--Islamabad, Oct. 30: All pictures, photographs and 
images should be removed from government offices, courts, and other adminis- 
trative buildings, says a resolution passed in over 30 mosques in the capi- 
tal yesterday. The Friday congregations also resolved that the currency 
notes of Rs. 500 and Rs. 1000 proposed to be printed shortly should not 
carry any human picture or image. The currert notes and coins should not 
have no picture on then as was the case in the first 10 years of urtinal 
independence. [as published] The resolution said that the Muslim nation 
which is against idolatry should not be made to offer prayers carrying 
notes in pockets which carry human images. [Text] [Islamabad THE MUSLIM 
in English 31 Oct 83 p 3] 





ACCELERATION OF ISLAMIZATION URGED--Rabwah, Oct. 30: Prominent ulema who 
attended the All Pakistan Tahafuz Khatma-i-Nubawwat conference here have 
praised the efforts of the present government for the Islamisation of 
society. They, however, unanimously called for accelerating the imple- 
mentation of the Islamic system so as to enforce it in every sphere of 
national ‘ife as early as possible. The two-day conference, which ended 
on Friday, was presided over by Mufti Mukhtar Ahmed. The conference 
resolved that the area between che hills of Rabwah should be declared a 
red area, and the sub-tehsil Lalian should be shifted to Rabwah. Explain- 
ing the red area, a speaker said under this head, the government takes over 
the hills and leases them out on contract. The conference was in favour 
of keeping it a free zone so that labour presently working in the tract 
should not be disturbed.--APP [Text] [Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 

31 Oct 83 p 6] 
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DROP IN COTTON PRODUCTION--Multan--Malik Dost Mohammad, chief organizer 

of the Pakistan Farmers Union, has said that this year there will be less 
cotton produced in the Punjab and Sind Provinces, that is, reductions of 

40 percent and 25 percent respectively. This would mean not only less profits 
for cottongrowers but for the country as well. Malik Dost Mohammad, who 

met with the provincial minister of agriculture, later said that the cotton- 
growers should be exempted from having to pay taxes owing to poor crops 

due to weather conditions. He said that the government should also ask 

the agricultural cooperative societies and the banks to relax their loan 

terms for the cottongrowers. Malik Dost Mohammad said that last year 4.6 
million bales of cotton were produced, while the estimates for this year 

are 3.2 million bales--which means a drop of 1.4 million bales and the cotton- 
growers will lose 5 billion rupees. Unless the cottongrowers are helped, 

the shortfall might also adversely affect next year's crop. [Text] [GF161630 
Lahore JANG in Urdu 5 Nov 83 p 2] 


SITES FOR EIGHT DAMS ON INDUS—Lahore, Oct. 28: Ranking studies have so far 
identified eight possible sites at which water storage dams can be built 

on the river Indus. This was disclosed by Chairman WAPDA, Maj. Gen. Ghulam 
Safdar Butt in a radio interview last night. Answering a question about 
maximum utilisation of the Indus water, Chairman WAPDA said at present 15 
per cent flowed down to the sea. He stated that next storage will be built 
at Kalabagh, initial work on which is in progress. He said that investiga- 
tions are in hand for Pasha Dam, and Yugo Dam upstream of Sakardu will be 
the next site. The WAPDA chief said completion of these dams will reduce 
wastage of water downstream to a great extent. Answering a question, 
Chairman WAPDA said Kalabagh Dam will be completed by 1992 but, he added, 
WAPDA will try to complete it by 1991 as its early completion would increase 
country's power generation capacity and ease power shortage. He further 
stated that completion of a project, on target largest depends upon timely 
availability of funds, which, he said, agencies like World Bank, Asian 
Development Bank and Saudi Bank to provide. [as published] He said disrup- 
tion in flow of funds not only delays the project but also increases its 
cost.--PPI [Text] [Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 29 Oct 83 p 8] 


BIZENJC'S ARREST REPORTED--Karachi, Oct. 28: Mir Ghous Bakhsh Bizenjo, 

chief of the defunct PNP has been arrested and confined at Khusar Rest 

House in Baluchistan. It may be recalled that Mir Ghous Bakhsh was arrested 
from Karachi in August this year and confined within the limits of his native 
village ‘Nal’ in Khusdar District. Today he tried to go to Gulistan to 
offer Fateha for those who were killed recently, in a clash with police at 
Quetta. According to PNP, he has been taken into custody under MPO and 

may be transferred to Machh Jail. [Text] [Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 


29 Oct 83 p 8) 


PAKISTAN-MADE AIRCRAFT FITTINGS--Ilslamabad, Oct. 28: The Pakistan Inter- 
national Airline (PIA) is to receive some time this month the first consign- 
ment of certain Pakistan-made fittings and fixtures for furnishing the air- 
crafts, it was learnt here yesterday. It will be for the first time since 
its inception that a PIA aircraft will be furnished with Pakistan-made 
carpets, curtains and seat covers, saving foreign exchange and resulting in 
20 to 25 cut down in the prices. Currently, more items are being identi- 
fied where indigenous products could substitute imports and the airline is 
contemplating the local manufacture of certain spares to the specifications 
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followed by the aircraft manufacturing companies in United States or Europe. 
[t may be mentioned that the national carriers have been exclusively fur- 
nished with imported materials ever since Pakistan appeared on the civil 
aviation map of the world,--PPI [Text] [Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 
29 Oct 83 p 3) 


OPENING OF NWFP INSTITUTIONS DEMANDED--Peshawar, Oct. 28: Provincial 

Nazim of Islami Jamiat-e-Tulaba Fakhrul Islam while expressing concern over 
the continued closure of the Peshawar University and other educational 
institutions for almost eight months had called for their immediate reopen- 
ing. In a statement, he said, that the students had already suffered much 
due to the closure and in case the closed institutions were not reopened 
forthwith they were likely to miss the entire session. He also feared 

that certain elements were trying to exploit the students for their politi- 
cal motives. These elements, he said, were the same as have been indulging 
in such activities in the past. [Text] [Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 
29 Oct 83 p 6] 


OPENING OF COLLEGES DEMANDED--Peshawar, Oct. 28: Sarhad Lecturers Associ- 
ation President Nisar Mohammad Khan has appealed to the Provincial Govern- 
ment that conveyance allowance should not be suspended during vacation as 
well as when the colleges are closed by the Government for various adminis- 
trative problems. He asserted that college teachers are on duty and col- 
leges are closed only for students, The teachers of Peshawar University 
are permanently getting this allowance. He urged upon the Government that 
the Accountant General (NWFP) be directed not to withhold the conveyance 
allowance of college teacher during such closures. He also appealed to the 
Government that the colleges should be opened without further delay, oiher- 
wise college teachers will not accept the responsibility of poor results. 
[Excerpt] [Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 29 Oct 83 p 6] 


PARTICIPATION IN SINDHI CONFERENCE DENIED--Hyderabad, Oct. 26: Dr. Hamida 
Khoro has contradicted a news item appearing in a section of the Press 
(Not THE MUSLIM) that she had flown from London to India and had attended 
the Sindhi conference at New Delhi last week, She said that on that day 
she was at Larkana in connection with the third death anniversary of her 


father, Mohammad Ayub Khan Khoro. [Text] [Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 
27 Oct 83 p 1] 


“4INISTER LOSES ELECTION, RESIGNS~-Multan Nov 8: Syed Fakhar Imam, Federal 
Minister for Local Government and Rural Development has resigned from the 
Federal Cabinet after losing election as Chairman, Zila council Multan 
today. He said he was now bowing out on accouni of the verdict against 
him.--APP [Text] [Karachi MORNING NEWS in English 9 Nov 83 p 8] 
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CORRESPONDENT MOVED TO JAIL--The prominent writer and correspondent of 

daily STAR at Sukkur Anwer Pirzada has been shifted from police lock up to 
Central Jail Sukkur. He was arrested about two weeks back on the charge of 

supporting MRD. [Excerpt] [Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 30 Oct 43 p 6] 


JUI LEADERS TOUR VILLAGES--The JUI leader Syed Ahmed Shah, Maulana Chulam 
Qadir Panhwar, Maulana Mohammad Hassan and Mualana Khalid Mehmood Somnoro 
have visited Kandjaro Naushaharoferoze, Moro Taluka Lakhat Jatoi village 

and Punhal Chandio village to see the oppression made by law enforcing 
agencies with the villagers. They expressed their sympathies with the vil- 
lagers over the killing of villagers by the law enforcing agencies. [Excerpt] 
[Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 30 Oct 83 p 6] 


NASRULLAH KHAN'S ON MRD DEMANDS--Muzaffargarh, Oct. 2/7: Present vovern- 
ment is not sincere in resolving the political situation in the country by 
holding dialogue with political parties, It was stated by Nawabzada Mansoor 
Ahmed, elder son of Nawabzada Nasrullah Khan, chief of defunct PDP, while 
talking to this correspondent. He said dialogue cannot be held on basic 
demands of MRD. The government should accept MRD's demands if it wanted to 
hold talks with PDP. He said that recent dialogue between political parties 
and the government cannot bear any fruit without revival of political parties, 
lifting of Martial Law and release of all political prisoners. The Nawabzada 
said that the nation had given its mandate in favour of parllamentary 

system during Ayub regime. Later elected representatives approved the 

1973 Constitution unanimously. He said it did not mean that MRD or PDP 

was against dialogue or avoiding peaceful solution. However there could 

not be bargaining on principles. He said at the time of PNA and PPP 
government talks all political prisoners were released prior to holding of 
dialogue. [Text] [Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 28 Oct 83 p 6] 


MAULA'S SON MEETS BIZENJO--Karachi, Oct. 27: Makhdoom Aamin Fahim, elder 
gon of Makhdoom Talibul Moula and a leader of defunct PPP, had a meetinz 
with Mir Chous Bakhsh Bizenjo in Nal yesterday. Reliable sources said that 
the two leaders discussed the situation in Sind viz-a-viz the MRD movement. 
It may be recalled that Mir CGhous Bakhsh Bizenjo has been confined to Nal, 
his native village in Baluchistan. The sources said that Mir Saheb is 
expected to violate the restrictions on his going out of the village some 
time tomorrow. He will visit CGulistan, the village of Mehmood Achakzai, 

to condole the death of those killed in Ouetta in police firing recently. 
[Text] [Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 28 Oct 83 p 4] 
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COMMISSION ON WOMEN'S STATUS--Karachi, Oct. 29: Khanum Gohar Aijaz, 

Member Provincial Council of Sind, Khalid Ishaq, a prominent jurist and 
Prof, Karrar Hussain have been taken as members from Karachi on the Pakistan 
Commission on the status of women, an advisory body set up to undertake an 
in depth study on the role, rights and obligations of women, The commission 
is headed by Begum Zari Sarfraz and its terms of reference include (1) to 
ascertain the rights and responsibilities of women in an Islamic soclety 

and to make recommendations to the Federal Government for effective safe- 
guards of women's rights, (11) to advise the Federal Covernment on measures 
to provide educational, health and employment opportunities for women, 

(III) to identify what services women can render in eradicating ignorance, 
social evils, poverty and disease in the country, and, (IV) to suggest 
measures to integrate women of minority communities in the national life. 
The Commission will have its permanent secretariat at Islamabad and will 
submit recommendations, suggestions and proposals to President of Pakistan 
through the women division.--APP [Text] [Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 
90 Oct 43 p 6] 
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